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introduction 



Cultural landscapes are geographic areas that have 
been shaped by human activity. They can result 
from a conscious design or plan. Or they can evolve 
as a byproduct or result of people's activities. 
Additionally, whatever their origin, every cultural 
landscape changes during the course of its existence. 
One reason is that the natural processes at work on 
a site (for example, drainage or the growth of vegeta- 
tion) are dynamic. Another is that the ways in which 
people use a site may change over time. 



Balancing change while protecting the significant character- 
istics and components of the cultural landscape i^ part of the 
stewanJship challenge faced by the Presidio Trust al Fort Scott. 

The purpose of this Cultural Landscape AsBessment (CLA) Is: 

• To docurnent the development of the Fort Scott cultural land- 
scape — both the ongin of ita features and characten sties and the 

changes to these overtime^ 

■ To identify the key components of Fort Scott's landscape — its 
spatial organizaboD, topography, circulation, buildings and 
structures, vegetation, and uuater-related features, and 

• To make treatment recommendations to protect the integrity of 
Fart Scott's cultural landscape within the content of its current 
and future UEe. 



The Presidio of 
San Francisco 

Fort Scott is located within the Presidio of San Francisco, a 
National Historic Landmark District [NHLD). The Presidio of San 

Francisco {Presidio) vjas designated as a National Historic Land- 
mark in 1962 In 1993, an update of the initial 1962 landmark 
nomination was completed by the National Park. Service {NPS} 
This update identrfied the themes of national significance 
represented in the Presidio NHLD as military history, explora- 
tion and settlement, Hispanic heritage, and historic archaeol- 
ogy dunng a penod of signrficance from 1 776 to 1945 The 
boundaries of the Presidio NHLD were established to coincide 
wrth the boundarieE of the Presidio of San Francisco 

n 1994, the Presidio Was transferred to the National Park Ser- 
vice and became a national park Because of the Presidio's crty- 
like infrastructure, its nearly SCXD buildings, and its expansive 
cultivated forest and natural areas, funding the Presidio's opera- 
tion and long-term care was much more costly than traditional 
parks. In T996, Congress devised a management and funding 
model unique among national parks, and created the Presidio 
Trust to preserve the Presidio's resources The Presidio Trust 
manages the 1 ,168 acres of the Presidio's interior lands (known 
as Area Bj; this area indudes Fort Scott 

The Presidio differs from most parks in two important ways it 
includes SIX million square feet of built space, and Congress has 
required it to become financially self-sufficient by20l!3 These 
conditions mean that the new park will include an unusually 
broad range of uses in addition to protecting the srte's re- 
sources and serving visitors, the Presidio Trust will lease space 



to commercial, institutional, and residential tenants The^e 
condrtions may require the renovation and adaptation of exist- 
ing buildings and landscapes and the construction of new ones, 
n August 2002, the Presidio Trust Board of Directors adopted 
the Presidio Trust Management Plan^ Land Use Policies for Area 
B of the Presidio of San Francisco [PIMP}. PTMP provides the 
framework for achieving the Trust's mission to preserve and en- 
hance the Presidio as a financially self-sustaining national park 

Fort Scott 

The PTMP divided the Presidio into seven planning areas that 
help the Trust guide the reuse and development decisions 

throughout the park. Fort Scott is one of the seven plan- 
ning districts For the purpose of defining the integnty of the 
landscape and making treatment recommendations, this CLA 
breaks the Ft. Scott planning district into four separate study 
areas The generaf boundaries for of the study areas are Area 1 

— the key components of the onginal plan for Fort Scott includ- 
ing its Parade Grounds and barracks. Area 2 -the Batteries, in- 
cluding Batteries HoWe-Wagner, Saftold, and Dynamite; Area 3 

— the residential areas along Kobbe Avenue and Ruckman and 
Storey avenues^ Area 4 - the recreational center that is located 
along the south side of Dragonfly Creek The boundaries for 
the study areas are shown on the plan on page 81. 

The primaiy period of development at Fort Scott occurred 
between IS 91 and 1940 By the 1890s, the country, having 
survived a civil war and conquered the frontier West, began 
to seek a national identity that included an e>;panded place 
among world powers The legacy of Manifest Destiny became 
what some historians have called the "new imperialism." There 
was an increased emphasis on the nation's miljtary power, and 
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the rmprouement of military facilities, for both practical and 
BymboLc purposes, was undertaken nationwide. It wa^ dur- 
ing this period of expansion that the cultural landscape on 
the Wastorn portian of the Presidio the area that came to be 
Fort Scott was dramatically transformed Trees that had been 
mitially planted in the mid-1 8SO3 as part of the Presidio forest 
became a dominant feature in the landscape. The modernizs- 
tlon and expansion of San Francisco's seacoast fortrfications 



The inclusive period beginning with National Ex- 
pansion and ending before the stari of Worid War II 
- 1891-1940 - constitutes the primary period during 
which Fort Scott's cultural landscape was established, 



ay^tem and the related construction at Fort Scott resulted In 
new topographic features, building dusters, and roads. 

Of the 30 Endicott battenes constructed as part of the San 
Francisco seacoast fortification system between 1890 and 1 905, 
fifteen were located at Fort Scott In 1 909, construction began 
on a new command headquarters for the Coast Artillery Corps. 
The original phase of construction for Fort Scott [in the 1 910s) 
resulted in four groups of features the Parade Ground and 
Barracks, officer housing along Kobbe Avenue, an ofFicer rec- 
reational area north of Kobbe Avenue, and non -commissioned 
officer housing aJong Ruckman and Storey avenues 

Dunn g the years between the two world wars there were both 
[arge scale and small scale changes to the cultural landscape at 
Fort Scott The construction of the Golden Gate Bridge and its 



two viaducts for Doyle Drive [U S Highway 101) and Park Pre- 
sidio Boulevard [State Highway 1) in the 1 930s introduced new 
structures into the cultural landscape and permanently altered 
the spatial organization, circulation system, and views at Fort 
Scott In the late 1930s, the Works Progress Administration 
provided funding for smaller scale pro|ect5 that were directed 
at improving the image of the post. Among the key projects 
was the construction of the characteristic masonry features lo- 
cated in the residential arrd communrty recreational areas along 
Kobbe Avenue. 

This inclusive period beginning with the National E>;pansion 
period and ending before the start of World War II - 1S91- 
19flO - constitutes the primary period during which Fort Scott's 
cultural landscape was established The analysis, identihcation 
of character-defining features, and recommendations for treat- 
ment in this CLA are based on recognizing this primary period 
of significance {1 B91 -1940] for Fort Scott within the overall 
period of significance f1 77 6-1 945) for the Preildio of San Fran- 
cisco NHLD 



Purpose And Goals 



Fort Scott (and the larger Presidio) faces more immediate pres- 
sure for change than many of the Department of the Interior^ 

cultural landscapes The conversion of the Presidio from a 
military base into an economically self-sufficient national park 
has presented a new set of uses forthe site and a new con- 
text for decisions about rts future Keeping the past in mind is 
important for two reasons. First, the Presidio is a NHLD, and 
protecting rts historic resources is an important part of the 
Presidio Trust's mandate. Second, the Presidio's historic charac- 
ter IS a large part of what makes it appealing to new residents 
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Bfid tenants, and this presents a strong financial incentive for it ^ 
preservation and enhancement. 

n the PTMP, Fort Scott i& envisioned as a contemplative retreat 
The Presidio Trust plans to preserve Fort Scotl'5 nch collection 
of historic buildings and designed landscape in a manner that 
retains the district's contemplative setting. Preferred uses imill 
include education af and conference facilities as well as lodg- 
ing, housing, and support service? The PTMP's strategies for 
achieving these goals at Fort Scott include the foJfowing: 

• Restoring the Parade Ground and reestablishing it as Fort Scott's 

main gathering place 

• Rehabilrtating historic buildings with respect to their letljng and 
historic cluster arrangement 

• Rehabilrtating historic gardens and landscape featurei. 

• Preserving and enhancing Dragonfly Creek and other natural 
resources in the area 

• Preserving and interpreting forvisrtorsthe historic botleriei and 

coastal defense structures 

■ ^n^plifying the road system and enhancing pedestnan connec- 
tions to adjacent areas. 

• Ensunng that any new construction is srted and confrgured to be 
compatible uurth the historic district. 

Meeting the needs of Fort 5cott's future tenants, residents, and 
visitors will require more than simply preserving what exists 
at the Bfte today. This report identifies the characteristics and 
features that are critical to the historic character of Fort Scott It 
identifies changes that impair or threaten this historic character 
and makes treatment recommendations to protect the integrity 
of Fort Scott's cuhuraf landscape within the context of change 
that will be needed to meet the goals identified in the PTM P 



Report Organization 

This CLA \s organized in three parts: 

1 . Historic Periods. This chapter examines the deveEopment 

of the Fort Scott cultural landscape The history is drvided into 
the 10 penods used in the Presidio NHLD 1993 update and 
documents the evolution of the Fort Scott cultural landscape 
from the pre development conditions to the transfer of the 
Presidio to the [Rational Park Service in 1994. For each his- 
toric period, there is a summary of the key events that shaped 
the cultural landscape and a summary of the changes to the 
cultural during that period Characteristics and feature? that 
are documented include: 1) spatial organizationi 2) topography, 
3) buildings and structures, 4) circulation, 5} vegetation, and 6) 
water features The descriptions of past conditions are based 
on historic documents of the site, including photographs, 
maps, drawings, and written descriptions. 

2. Character-Defining Features. This chapter provides an 

analysis of the development of landscape within each of the 
four planning areas, identifies the character-defining features 
within each; and provides an analysis of the integrity of these 
character-defining features This information provides the foun- 
dation for the development of the treatment recommendations 
contained in the following chapter The four planning areas 
are 

Area 1: The Parade Ground and Barracks 

Area 2; The Batteries [HoWe-Wagner, Saffold, and Dynamite) 

Area 3: The Residential Neighborhoods 

Area 4; The Community Center and Dragonfly Creek 



3. Treatment Recommendations, This chapter provides treat- 
ment recommendations for the character-defining features 
identified in the previous chapter The treatment recommen- 
dations are based on the goals established in the PTMP and 
follow the Secretary of the Interior's Rehabilitation Standards 
and Guidelines 
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historic periods 



historic periods 



This chapter examines the development of the Fort 
Scott cultural landscape. The history is divided into 
the 10 periods used in the Presidio NHLD 1993 update 
and documents the evolution of the Fort Scott cultural 
landscape from the p redevelopment conditions to 
the transfer of the Presidio to the National Park Ser- 
vice in 1994. 



For each historic period, there i? a summary of the key events 
that shaped the cultural landscape, folloijved by a nummary of 
the changes to the cuHiufbI during that period. 

CharactenBtJcs and featurei that are documented include: 

1] spatial iDrganizatJon, 

2] topographyi 

3] buifdingi and structures^ 

4] circulation; 

5] vegetation, and 

6) water featij res 

The descriptions ai past conditions are based on hiitoric docu- 
ments of the site, including photographs, maps, drawings, and 
wntten descnptions 
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Pre-European Cultural Landscape 



Before 1776, the San Francisco peninsula was part of 
the territory of the Ohione, whose numbers are esti- 
mated to have exceeded 10,000 in the coastal area 
between Point Sur and the San Francisco Bay. Before 
European settlement, the San Francisco peninsula 
was not a "natural" landscape - that is a landscape 
untouched or unaffected by man. Rather it was a 
"cultural" landscape shaped by the cultural beliefs 
and actions of the Ohione. 
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The descriptions of the pre-contact landscape generally come 
from the records of Europeans who uisited the area during 
the initial period of contact between the Spanish and OHIone. 
While these descriptions lack, the Ohlone's perspective of the 

landscape, they do provide information on how the area looked 
before it was impacted by Spanish settlement One of the ear- 
liest observations was made by Pedro Font on 2B March 1 776, 
the day that Juan Baulista de Anza's expedition entered the 
area that would eventually become Fort Scott Font recorded 
the following. 

. . -The commander decided to erectthe holy cross, which I blessed after Mass, on the extreme point of the white cliff at 
themnertermmus of the mouth afthe port . . . On leaving we aacended a tmaH hill andthen entered upon a mesa that was 
very green and flower-covered, wrth an abundance of wild violeti. The mesa is very open, of consEderable extent, and level, 
sloping a Irttle toward the harbor. It must be about half a leaguewide and somewhat longer, getting narrower until rt ends 
right at the while cliff. Thii mesa affords a mo3t delightful view, for from t one sees a large part of the port and its islands, 
asfar as the other side, the mouth of the harbor, and of the sea all that the tight can take in as far as beyondthe farallone? 
. . .Thin mesa "the commander selected as the site for the new settlement and fort which "were to be established on this 
harbor; for, being on a height, it is so commanding that with musket? It can defend the entrance to the mouth of the harbor, 
while a gunshot away it has water to supply the people, namely, the spring or lake [Mountain Lake] where We hatted . . .1 
bejng satisfied by what I had seen^ and able to testify that the place has very good advantages forthe intended settlement, 
for it has plentiful firewood, watern and very good grass or pasturage for horses and cattle, all near by^ which is the principal 
consideration . . . The only lack is timber for large buildings, although for huts and bairacks and forthe stockade of the 
presidfo there are plenty of trees in the groves . . . 

{Font 1776 from translation at Web deAnza). 
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Spanish-Mexican Settlement (1776-1846) 



Summary of the Key Events That Shaped the Cultural Landscape 

In the late IS^'' century, the Spanish expanded their 
empire northward from Mexico and Baja (lower) 
California into Alta (northern) California. In 1769, 
during the expedition that established a presidio 
at Monterey, Gasper de Portola traveled north to the 
San Francisco Bay Portola was followed by Juan 
Bautista de Anza, who in 1774 established a land 
route from Mexico to California. Then in 1776, Anza 
led 240 people, over this route from Tubac, Mexico 
to San Francisco, in order to establish a permanent 

13 



settlement. 



Three thou^dnd i/erss of Jand were get a^ide for ihe Presidio 

de Sdn Francisco, and the Preaidio was constructed during July 
1776. In 7793-94, the Castillo de San Joaquin v/as built on the 
bluff overlooking the Golden Gate for the purpose nf guarding 
the entry to the bay.' The expanding presence of the Brftish 
and Russians in the Pacific basin during the latter part of the 
18"^ century prompted the Spanish to build this fort The bay 
WBB a strategic harbor to the Spanish presence in San Francisco 
[and California), and they built the Cestillo to protect ~fL The 
location of the fort was dictated by this era's defensive strategy 
[protecting the entrance to a harbor) and the limited range of 
artillery of the period. The shift from Spanish to Mexican control 
in 1820 had little effect on the Presidio of San Francisco in 
fact, news of the transfer did not reach the Presidio until over a 
year after the fact Operations at the Presidio transferred from 
one empire to the ne>rt wrth littleto no impact on those serv- 
ing at the post The primary difference in terms of the cuEturai 
landscape was that the Castillo was intermittently manned by 
the Spanish (from 17 94 to 1820} and was basically abandoned 
during the Mexican period [from 1820 through 1846) 
[NPS 1999Chapter2 4) 



Summary of Changes to the 
Cultural Landscape During The 
Spanish-Mexican Settlement Pe- 
riod 

Epatlal Oiganlzatlon 

During this penod, there were only two clu^ten of buildings 
wrthin the boundaries ol the present-day Presidio of San Fran- 
cisco: 1) the Castillo, located on southern point overiooking the 
entrance to the bay, and 2} the Presidio (Main Post}, located 
about a mile to the east (outside of the study area of the Fort 
Scott Cultural Landscape Assessment JCLA]] in a location that 
provided protection from the prevailing winds that blew from 
the west and northwest ' A road or path linked these two clus- 
ters. The rest of the area was open and undeveloped. 

Topography 

The Presidio and Castillo were located on the northern tip of 
the San Francisco peninsula This peninsula had rocky cirffs 
along the Pacific coastline and sandy bluffs along the bay side. 
The northernmost point of the peninsula overlooked the en- 
trance into the bay. The land where Fort Scott would eventually 
be built sloped towards the bay side bluffs There was Irttle rf 
any modification to this topography during this period. 

Buildings and Structuies 

The Castillo de San Joaquin was a brick-faced adobe structure 
wrth 15 embrasures {openings in the wall through which a gun 
was fired} An adobe guardhouse was located in the interior 

of the fort Although, the presence of the fort was considered 
a «rategic deterrent to attack, the structure was only intermit- 



tentfy manned and ^as never adequately maintained The 
adobe and bnck proved vulnerable to the weathermg that 
resulted from the annual rainy seasons and to the unstable 
condrtions of the shifting sand in the substrate 

Cliculatlon 

A path or road developed between the Presidio and Castillo. 
This road folloi^ed the existing topography and was most likely 
located along the edge of the bluffs, on the high ground over- 
looking ihe marsh and beach to the north. 

Vegetation Features 

Native vegetation communrties' were altered through grazing 
and when trees were removed for fuel and timber The peren- 
nial native bunch grasses and f orbs," that originally were the 
dominant ground cover, were eliminated through grazing and 
the subsequent, mostly inadvertent, introduction of annual 
grasses of Eurasian ongins. The overgrazing of native species 
and the removal of trees also contributed to erosion in the 
landscape 

Water Featuies 

The water features in the Fort Scott watershed drained to the 

east and included seeps or springs that fed into Dragonfly 
Creek - The water features were basically unaltered during this 
period, although they may have been utilized by livestock who 
grazed in the area 
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Early United States Occupation (1846-60) 



Summary of the Key Events That Shaped the Cultural Landscape 

In 1846, the United States took control of California 
from Mexico, and in March 1847, troops from the Unit- 
ed States Army arrived at the deserted Presidio. The 
United States, just like Spanish, recognized the impor- 
tance of the San Francisco bay and harbor in main- 
taining its control of California. 



17 



The Joint Board of Military Engineers and Naval Officers (of 
the Pacific Coast), established by Congress in 1819 to review 
the conditions along the Pacific Coast and to make recommen- 
dBtionn for its defense, recommended in its final report that 
fortrfications be built at Fort Point, Lime Point, and Alcatraz to 
protect the Golden Gate This con!:tnjction was part of what 
was known aa the Third System of fortifications. This aystem 
consisted of large brick, or stone torta with muhiiple tiers which 
Were built on promontories and i^land^ at "choke points to 
important harbor entrances" {NPS 1999 Chapter 2" 7). The 
constnjction of Fort Point, at the location of the Spanish-era 
Castillo, was consider^ central to the protection of the San 
Francisco Bay and harbor, which in turn was the key tothe 
protection of the entire Pacific coast Construction of the new 
fort began in late 1853 and involved lowenng the elevation 
of bluff at Punta de la CantiJ Blanco {the Spanish name for the 
bluff where the Spanish-era Castillo was located) from 90 feet 
down to 15 feet above sea level (and in the process destroying 
any remains of the Spanish -era Castillo) so that the artillery on 
the lowest level ortierofthe fort would be as close as possible 
to thewaterlevel This changeto the topography along the 
bluff allowed artillery in the new fortto be positioned so that 
cannonballs would ricochet across the surface of the water and 
hit enemy ships at the waterHne ffhompaon 1979: 10-12, NPS 
1999ChBpter2 9. and NPS Fort Point) 



Summary of Changes to the 
Cultural Landscape During The 
Early American Occupation Period 

Spatial Oiganlzation 

There were no changesto the basic spatial organization of the 
area between 1EI16 and IE 60. Fort Point replaced the Castillo 
and was built at the same location on the south side of the 
Golden Gate (although at a lower eleyation). Although, there 
was no ma|or concentration or development in the south part 
of the reservation, the road system expanded to the south, WFth 
a new road from the Fort Point area to Mountain Lake. 

Topography 

The topography of the bluff on the soi/th side of the Golden 
Gate was altered when the elevation was lowered by 75 feet as 

part of the construction of Fort Point 

Buildings and Structuies 

when the United States Army arrived in San Francisco, both 
the Presidio (located outside of the CLA study area) and the 
Castillo were in rtJins ' The Castillo was constructed of adobe, 
and the combination of rams, instability of the sand lubstrate 

upon which it was constructed, and inadequate upkeep all 
contributed to rts poor condrtion It was demolished when the 
bluff was lowered for the construction of Fort Point 

Buildings that were added to the landscape during this period 
included Fort Point, the Fort Point Lighthouse,' and several 
small, wood-frame buildings Eocated in a clusterto the south 
of Fort Point {U S Coast Survey 1859 and NPS 1993 Section S 
22) 



Cliculatlon 

The traniportfltion cnfrldor, conjlsting of several path* b&lwetn 
the Presidio and Fort Point, remained in place {U S Coast Sur- 
vey 1859) 

Additionally, there was a road or path from Fort Point south to 

Mountain Lake {U S Coast Survey 1859) 

Vegetation 

The Americans continued the practices of grazing and cutting 
Trees for fuel The end result of this continued removal of the 
native vegetation cover was the destabilrzation of the sand 
dunes By lB57,one observer described the western portion of 
the Presidio as " a wide area... covered by loose, dry sea-sand" 
that had the "aspect and character of a desert" (NPS and CLA 
1993 part5 1) 

Water Features 

No alterations to the features of the watershed were shown on 

the 1859 Coast Su n/ey map 



I Sa LJ^IYIt dk^l yhBC Fi.a-1 4ll die HJiijrut] aiili^liQII ul irv Cj9IiIL cn: ^IIII bE^ltd i?I If 

Prs^idi^ 1^ M^iDuQ tHL^Ims ik-Ld ny tie liuo Ih^l ^e pifomi'ia ^1} il qj LeijixI £l tiv 
ailrance Is the Usii PchI OUca- CLb 

■k:Lded it hia Ifl !0 .4i|ini|Jri?lpLii« Fuur (j I Diai? ti^lil mae liuleij ■« Si^n R-^naji l^it 
olha^ »ae ^ ^ k^lr:^ , Ite Faalbn KLixk, Phii^I Boml^ ijrv r^ te^lairidtl la the m|jDr 
bikieol die cil,& h^HHti Lht lt£ v^e^l ui^^l Tlie kir-^imfri al Uie |jd nl ^1 h^ hckHi &rd ol 
die pfifraiLd IPmkl^ de la Cirilli Bbftul yjca ^Qidii^cjiD, hK^Inl Im ri^ij^liiit Pibia 
«ciLi hi al^« D I? Fill Pui il iKlf il iv iDilTi: urx: ^ iie A L^lr^ Liglklliiuf lu yu ■dfil'iiKj ita- 
4l:b lik^a- Iff 4tt 1^1911119 Sir I FrJti. fiL CI B^ TIf bU &jhlSlu«' hi C^ Oitl, i^ p li^e Icjr D l[« 
TiHjnlta berme Dto jVti V Hitil down la m^^Le i.^^ lur De LOrufrucLivi of Furl Pu nL. A 
^euBkd Ip^Mtiiu^e h^£i& bu ih It 1955 II i^^^ loik hJqih^ i^ LDc4 ti|iert h^ Aniy ■spared ihe 
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Civil War Era (1861-65) 



Summary of the Key Events That Shaped the Cultural Landscape 

During the Civil War, the protection of San Francisco's 
bay and harbor, and the navy yard and military 
arsenal at Benicia were considered critical to pro- 
tecting the country's commerce in the Pacific. The 
physical alterations to Fort Scott were limited to an 
increase in the number of cannon at Fort Point from 
59 to 85. This action was a response to "the fear of a 
British move to seize California while the United States 
was preoccupied with the war in the east" 
(NPS 1999 Chapter 2: 11-12). 
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There were no major known alterations to the cultural land- 
scape during the Civ[l War. 



20 Fort Scott: A Cultural Lcmdscape Assessment 



Indian and Military Affairs (1866-90) 



Summary of the Key Events That Shaped the Cultural Landscape 

The expansion of the seacoast fortifications system at 
Fort Scott and the initial plantings of the Presidio for- 
est, both of which began during this period, result in 
major changes to the cultural landscape that are still 
evident today. 
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Seacoast Fortifications 



The Presidio Forest 



During the Civfl War, the Third System mHBonry forti, luth as 
Fort Point, proved to be vulnerabietD the incressmg range and 

velocity of new artillery Following the ^ar, new gtralegie^, in 
irthat became known as the Plan of IE 70, were innplemented to 
addre^^ iheiie weakikB&ses Although, controlling and protect- 
ing the entrance to the bay continued to be key to the strategy 
to protect San Franci&co, Fort Point was considered technically 
obsolete under the Plan of 1870. "The ne^ thinking required 
that guns be set in wide spaces and protected not by rigid 
wbITs but by mounds of soft, absorbent earth" [Hart 1996- 9) 
that Would absorb the force of the incoming ordinance 

The coastal bluffs to the south of Fort Point provided strategic 
view!J of the ocean and the Golden Gate, and the bluffs to the 
east of the fort overlooked the entrance into the bay Two per- 
manent barbette battenes, constructed of brick and faced with 
earthy wwe buiFt along these bluffs. West Battery was complet- 
ed in 1873 and was located south of Fort Point on the bluff that 
overlooked the Pacific Ocean East Battery was located to the 
southeast of Fort Point along the bluff that overlooked the bay 
Work on this battery began in 1873, but its cannons were not 
installed for an other 20 years, due to lack of funding ' 

Due to budget limitations, a poh<:y that favored isolationism, 
and the rapidity of technical developments in artillery, work on 
the sea coast fortification system ceased between 1 S75 and 
1890. As a result, the condition of San Francisco's earthwork 
fortrfi cations, including those at Fort Scott, deteriorated due to 
a lack of maintenance (NPS 1999 Chapter 2 16). 



Context foi Affoiestatlozi In the Late 19^ 
Centuiy 

n California, the massive immigration after the discovery of 
gold in 1849 resulted in an increased demand for lumber [the 
primary building material} and for firewood {the primary heating 
and cooking source), and during this period, the state's forests 
were cut indiscriminately to provide for these needs Through- 
out California, various large-scale, tree planting efforts during 
the last two decades of the 1 9th century altered the state's 
landscape The California Horticulturist ran an article in rts Au- 
gust 1B76 issue that observed that 

In California everything is done an a large scale rf at all. 
Grape vines are planted by the hundreds of thousands, 
and wheatfiefda entend to thousands of acres, and the 
groves of the forest trees are what m the East Would 
be called extensive for est s.Df late Californians have 
commenced the planting of forest trees, and tSrs, too, 
upon the same extended scale which marks all their 
operations 

quoted in GroenendaaJ 1?B3| 4 



The large-scale tree planting project that cameto be known as 
the Presidio forest was a part of this evpenence in San Francis- 
co. Dunn g the late 19th century, a number of projects resulted 
in large swaths of sand dunes end bare hillsides in the western 

part of the city being transformed into forests. The Presidio for- 
est. Golden Gate Park, the Sutro Forest, and Stern Grove were 
all examples of these efforts. 



1 Tw reme^ WeW Balle<) avf Ef«l B^lby \i^ere unoHkc qF inc# the ballai?^ tiae n^i^ 
Hjl4lLl£illfJ'annl{NPSE:ma[IW[^l B Jlltf i^ W(JHllt-| Tud^v' If ■: idn^ q ur D «-■■ b.^1- 
li9-ie'ia«kri».T4^B^Ilj^We'il:n4B3nb^ Bst. n-vec\i^}, Musi ul B^dJ^v' ^«l "^ 
dfLlnhjed ■iuri'i] Iti! laalru^lijii al L' Iik af td^ ull-d^ biillBis Itji^r&lmt | n ^tif], 
U.^n^r9Milla[ii lB4l|flaiilelle|n 1 9(11)1, ^xl GlhJK^ |i^ lB45|f PaUulB^IKiy E^l 
tie^ de^lro,^ durr^ the ciKalnir.loi 1 hjI dk^ Goklen G^^lir flrnlge 1^ I'Si-i? 

7 GEil&.il|-.iiMl.lhm'bflL±albnilrtJiLtd''iiridiHLlr>| D I? ilCvdLiJrlKiU hjI Itie PrSdu 

kxtiliitri HCII-&-& ;« BIh It Tlv^npain rpJiMi n Deliaxler aF U^e G^^W ■! s d iHlCkrll kr 
Uer^ily Ufil fv ^^lu^l^ dul SUP Tlie niipnaikm kr |»bvtln9 ei ImeU hhi the |Vf^>d»de- 
vekiped duFiiQ likable lH'tfi^vlea^ inflOs i.iJie<i McDanf II, :nd hti aiue^«H- Genta^ 
Jcdkt ScliliDi>b^ n&e lEvlUttlkilltaa al tilbpCIl MtDUhW:!! "Ivil 3 rfqJul^iUli lOr rll|Kli"rig 
die ififii^diiiiid III m llHa-y jtas'al'jrb" uj Wb h£ ukiiriL^hl rriHiii^i-iin 19^7- l7^,aH] 

^llU >■: [frlmJ , lb jQtI:)!!^ It Shi FraLfiEU :td IxiL^^ife 3 |>:ri ([■tBtkEfiUrlb 
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During this era, tree planting wa? part of a populardesign 
philosophy that advocated forest at ion for a ^vide variety of 
benefits ChaHes Shinn, one of the first to address horticulture 
and design through the len^ of CalifomJa's growing conditions, 
recommended that' 

A judiciaub planting of tall and well foliaged tree« . . . 
break? the Aind, ameliarotet the cfimate, saves fuels, 
and adds beauty to the landscape In summer and winter 
(5hinn 1879). 

Replacing native vegetation communities, perceived as barren, 
dry, and harsh by contemporary eyes - with large tracts of trees 
was widely accepted al this time as a practical and an aesthetic 

improvement to the natural state of the landscape A Brigadier 
General, who visrtedthe Presidio in 1905, ei-pressedthis com- 
monly accepted vieuupomt. 

The desErabilrty, from every point of view, of covering 
these bfeak hill srdes with a forest grove js so evident that 
rt Is considered unnecessary to enter into any discuasion 
(Thompson and Woodbridge 1991 quoted in Dames Be 

Moore 1995! 3-3). 

h: Wai from this perspective that the plan for the Presidio forest 
developed. 

in the mid-1860s, the open undeveloped land of the Presidio 
was viewed by local interests as prime real estate, and "mili- 
tary leaders began facing formidable pressures to relinquish 
major portions of the reservation." In April 1 870, the Daily Alt a 



Cafrfornian, a San Francisco newspaper, reported on schemes 
to "benefit pnvate speculators who cast covetous eyes" at the 
Presidio. The newspaper promoted the acquisition of the Presi- 
dio's land fora public pari; as a meansto thwart these schemes, 
and Senate Bill No !370wa5 introduced for this purpose (The 
[ands for Golden Gate Park, south of the Presidio, had recently 
been set aside for a park ) The Army was criticized for the 
"bleak" appearance of the Presidio and in response initiated 
a number of projects in the 18 70s and ISBOsthat included the 
construction of new buildings and roads, the construction of 
ferrces and gates, and the introduction of more ornamental 
landscaping The planting of the Presidio forest was the most 
ambitious of these efforts (NJPS 1993 Section 8: 27-28) 

Major Jones Plan 

In 1GS3, Major William Jones, a member of the U.S Army 
Corps of Engineers, developed a "Plan for the Cultivation of 
Trees Upon the Preaidio Reservation "' 

Jones' idea for planting a large forest Was influenced by the 
public's concern over the need to improve the appearance of 

the Presidio and possibly the earlier Senate Bill No 370 that 
had proposed making the military reservation into a park. His 
actual plan was inspired and guided by William Hammond 
Hall's successful plan forthe new Golden Gate Park, and Jones 
based the Presidio forest plan on Halls' planting pnnciples and 
techniques - Jones' plan forthe Presidio forest had several 
pragmatic and aesthetic goals indudingtheneedto stabilize 
the shifting sand dunes in the area, to provide protection from 
prevailing ocean winds in the settled areas; to improve the ap- 
pearance of the reservation in the eyes of the San Franciscans, 
and to create a visual boundary between the Presidio and San 



Francisco. 

Jones recommended trees be planted so that there Would be 

A large forest on each of the three principal ndgei, 
connected by belts along the boundary fence and 
through the sand-dnft between Presidio and Fort Point 
Uones 1BB3:2}. 

He wrote that' 

The mam idea Is, to crown the ridges, border the 
boundary fences, and cover the areas of sand and marsh 
waslewrth a forest that will generally seem continuous, 
and thus appear immensely larger than it really is. By 
leaving the valleys uncovered or with a scattering of 
trees along the streams, the contrast of height will be 
strengthened . . . The forest is, further, so disposed that 
there are very few points from without where its true 
breadth at any point can be appreciated, and rt will aeem 
to be very much larger than it is (Jone^ 1883: 2}. 

Jones envisioned his p[ans as an expression of the identity of 
the Presidio and as a symbol of the authority of the U S gov- 
ernment. He suggested that: 

In order to make the contrast from the city seem as great 
as possible, and indirectly accentuate the idea of ihe 
power of Government, I have surrounded all the entrances 
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with dense masses of Wood (Jone^ 1B83: 2). 



Jone? addressed practical matter? such as protecting the young 
trees from grazing cattle {that still rocimed unfenced in 1G33), 
specrFying the types of trees to be planted, stating how far 
apart to plant the^etree? (J e. eucalyptus ^uere to be planted 
6 to 3 feet apart, thedistance equal to the heightthey could 
be expected to grow in one year}, and specifying that annual 
thinning should be done (to maintain the distance between 
trees equal to their height "so that on the whole ground about 
their roots will be reasonably shaded, as in nature") Trees were 
to be planted within irregularly-^haped groups that followed 
the contours of the topography} Jones was transferred before 
his plan could be implemented, and the treei were often not 
planted nor maintained as he had specWi'ed fJonei 1SS3: 3. 4] 

The earliest record of tree? being planted on a large scale was 

in ISSo during the state's firstArborDay {26 November 1BS6) 
when school children planted 3,000 tree seedlings that had 
been donated by Adolph Sutro Planting began in earnest 
following an 18S9 appropriation by Congress, and by 1892, 
329,975 tree? had been planted on the Presidio. Dunng this 
period, the establishment of the forest was hampered for a vari- 
ety of reasons some officers vehemently opposed the e>ipan- 
»ion of the forest (they considered the trees to be an impedi- 
ment to drilling troops and a hiding place for vagrants), newly 
planted trees were lost from theft {people would steal them), 
and the number of trees that were planted waned eachyearwas 
dependent on the funds available from annual appropriations. 



Summary of Changes to the 
Cultural Landscape During 
This Period 

Spatial Oiganlzatlon 

The majority of the landscape was still open and undeveloped 
during this period, and structures Were still clustered at Fort 
Point or along the bluffs However, as the area planted with 
trees increased, the Presidio forest altered this sense of open 
space. The stands of trees became prominent physical features 
in the landscape, and as they grew talJer, the trees altered 
views. 

Topography 

The topography along the bluffs, overlooking both the ocean 

and the bay, was altered by the construction of East Battery and 
West Battery, the earthworks (earthen berms} of these battenes 
added new topographic features to the landscape 

Buildings and Structuies 

East Battery and West Battery were the only major buildings 
and structures that were added to the landscape during this 
period. 

There was a telegraph line that ran north from Telegraph Hill 
{Rob Hill) to West Battery and from there east {Hall 1871). 

The wood-frame bujldings located south of Foit Point were 
demolished following the Gvil War fNPS 1993 Section B: 221 



Cliculatlon 

The primary accp^^from the Main Po^t fo FarT Point wai pro- 
vided by a road that developed alongthe edges of the marsh- 
es (in the Crissy Field area}, this road is illustrated in Goddard's 
1863 Birdaeye View of San Francisco 

The various roads or paths ajong the bluff, from the Main Post 
out to the point, still remained in place to provide access to 
this part of the peninsula (U S Coast Survey 1859 and 1869, 
Wheeler 1870, and Hall 1871} 

Also, the road south to Mountain Lake remained, this road 
also provided access to Telegraph Hill {now known as Rob Hill) 

(Wheeler 1870) 

From the Telegraph Hill [Rob HlllJ, there was a road eastto the 
Main Post area [Wheeler 1B7D). 



i Tib ilrUdI plab Lf di!vl>b|i GfiklEil G^lt P^ki, rlir^ IHECQ hWai? rilibtif ^ '3 dok^ 
yj;dli> III iltihik] 'jaW hilL' Di^l "inikl 'aJvia bei.uni: ^1 ^HrJtlm! |iali TIk? 4.littQle 
and ciKxl iliiii^ It Iti! v^e^Lan purli^n ol HieE^i Fr:tOLdCLi ^ p^nrisu ti — alonQ iky 
9e;fiDP^ h^ idi m r^m^ I r^i^ b J ^Irong h^ixk, ^ixl urbl:±i kr ^^ml tLiie^ — il i^Jiu raged mar^ 
("Lli^l^ml laiJ-Li^H: dt^if Has, ■i.bdi'i] frolis-ii Lai Oln^ltd, vIyibit anhilma aid 
deai^t liE^EI 11/ISi: biEHnI Ut Sxm: JViKUflrHill: III H I? e^dlUit UrtiLtd SLdU^ Nfidllb- 

ii=e<, rllU'l UJ ids iTv ^j-fJ Ht^ Lif Hb |ia4 ^ rXrn ^pQ-ltlBibtl ^ Uli^tt H^nrnciiil 

Hall norLL beg^i in-i lEf devekqunenr Lf I Uto lUTT-^Liep^ HfjIkorYieved ^n Einbliicius 
p Lai lij ^EiirlCe Hie dune? a^ l»lfrtl Ke^ i^ Go Uen Cjale P^ b^eed i>i prriLff h^ he 
^\t*3ed bum YHnli^? uii ^m ILt cilualiura n Ejiutii? lsyJ Nurd ■ Akc^ (BDi^allli^tl l4^fU 
WlllindkA?V'u9.|ielt2d^lau1UriiiMj,mn}lr[«'lli a-\l:p^l BiLah<[ilu'-, MOr-Jtret 
(V^i'^^^ "''^ MLin»i?y|»ib LI19C i K D i[« |KHJL»nii:^il ^b^^^ (j LiUnJ bei:^-u! Ui^si? 
^•&ntfiii\yarti nae ^ t lu w iDQlurd dk^ penraj b % LJiTiaiK nvdliioiti H^aiacsBlrl 
Piielhod? frxl pLat »ae jdopwd ii adier .^0^4 ij| Df < ICy ik kidnq allhe l^eadD h>Jiae 
M Cpr W Ul^tt JiHIia tsiO-li Ikr. p^t Url HaDQ. 
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Vegetation 

The problem with sand dun eg, that resulted from the destruc- 
tion of the native vegetation communities (from overgrazing 
and cutting treesl, was pronounced enough for William Ham- 
mond Hall to label a large swath of the area north of Dragonfly 
Creek fls"Drrfting Sand^" on his 1E71 survey The Presidio for- 
est tree planting, which began in 1886 and helped to stabilize 
these dunes, became a major feature in the lairdscape. 

Water Features 

Dragonfly Creek \i ^hown, but not Tabeled or named, on Hall^ 
1871 survey map. 

By the 1870s, there was a water pipe [Wheeler 1870 and 
Thompson 1996) that connected a spring at Dragonfly Creek 
ilocated north/northeast of the present-day tennis courts) to 
two buildings, labeled as "Officers' Quarters" on Hall's 1871 
survey map, located on the bluffs overlooking the bay. 




rmiimH sands and a aeet mart: me locooon Dl me tutuiH Ft SGOtL WUlalm Hanimond H^ 1S7I 
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Nationalistic Expansion (1891-1914) 



Summary of the Key Events That Shaped the Cultural Landscape 

By the 1890s, the country, having survived a civil war 
and conquered the frontier West, began to seek a 
national identity that included an expanded place 
among world powers. The legacy of Manifest Destiny 
was becoming what some historians have called the 
"new imperialism." There was an increased emphasis 
on the nation's military power, and the improvement 
of military facilities, for both practical and symbolic 
purposes, was undertaken nationwide 
(NPS 1993 Section 8: 34). 
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During thi^ penod, the cultural landscape m the western por- 
tion of the Presidio, the area that cameto he Fort Scott, was 
dramotjcally transf armed The madernization and expanajon of 
the leacoasl fortifjcatjons and the related construction at Fort 
Scott resulted in new topographic features, building clusters, 
and roads As the Presidio forest's trees continued to grow, 
their presence in the [andscape became more pronounced. 

Seacoast Fortifications 

n 18S5, d specral board, which became known as the Endicott 

Board after rta chairman Secretary of War William Endicott, was 
established by President Cleveland to make recommendations 
for the future of the nation's seacoast defense system These 
recommendations were based on the advances in milrtaiy 
technology that had occurred overthepast 15 years (since the 
implementation of the Plan of 1 370) The board ranked the 
importance of the defense of San Francisco's harbor second 
only to New York's and developed a plan, to be implemented 
over the next 15 years, to modernize San Francisco's seacoast 
fortrfications 

During the previous period, fortifications had been arted based 
on the limrts in range [less than three miles) of artillery By the 
1B90s, this range had increased to between six end seven 
miles However, the new Endicott batteries were bulh: in the 
same place as the earlier East and West Batteries because 
the location and height of the bluffs (with their pro>;imity to 
the ocean, bay, and entrance to harbor) still remained key to 
defensive strategy. Fori Scott was ideally located to protect 
the area outside the Golden Gate and the area within the bay, 
and of the 30 Endicott batteries constructed as part of the San 
Francisco seacoast fortification system between 1890 and 1905, 



fifteen were located at Fort Scott (NPS 1999 Chapter 2: 18 and 
Chapters 2} 

The series of batteries built on the bluffs overlooking the Pacific 
Ocean included Batteries Lancaster (IE 99-1 TOO),' Cranston 
(1899), Marcus-Miller {1B99),Bouteile (1901), Godfrey (1896),' 
Crosby (1900), and Chamberlain (19W). 

Batteries buitt along the bluffs overlooking the bay included 
Batteries Baldwin (1 903), Sherwood (1900), Blaney (1 903), and 

Slaughter (1900). 

Three batteries, wrth artillery thatwas capable of rotating a full 
360 degrees, were constructed farther inland wrthin range of 
both the ocean and the bay These batteries included: Batter- 
ies HoWe-Wagner (13^3), Saffold (1398), and McKinnon-Strot- 
senbergn898] 

Battery Dynamite [T894), an enpenmenta) battery that was built 
to test pneumatic guns that fired charges of dynamite, was also 
built in the interior of the post 

Batteries Howe-Wagner, Saffold, and Dynamite are located 
within the Fort Scott CLA's study area, and additional details on 
their construction and hisloiy are provided below. 

Battery Howe-Wagner 

Construction on Battery Howe frt was renamed Battery Howe- 
Arthur Wagner in 1 902)' began in April 1893 and was complet- 
ed in 1895 The battery's mortars were put into place in 1895 
and had a range of eight miles. The battery was designed to 
havethe capability of "all around fire," that is its mortars could 
be rotated 360 degrees, and from this particular location were 
within range of both the ocean and bay However, the mortarc 
had a minimum range that required the battery to be placed 




BcnisTV Howe plan no dole 
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1 lteE04 9PvB~i B0 f/hen Qura a- nw^fa i.^ae pul iiTq plae 1^ lie b£i[le<y. 

'I B:i[li9-f Godfrf^, ^itDrsI I i!- n yu'i pL^tFinn (ci'filui.Dnl i^ db US , yj^s lie |MilDl^pe fa< 
lib Ifije af ai^^iicbl kjrirbulkjii 

ad Mt" ilJt Aji^Q-Lai Li.^il nril> n:b Hb [Urrlrria^ riy citliuM- Lif ikr Pr[diJi:> il 1ll"rlie 
dml rlldW htl'O' B^m HCj'^yj^adrdilnl iiU LnIi-BiJiraU:^i1rlti1r^lrveaililId, 
Ik} a^dler^ Iwci p iQlPilB ^ aid QJreUiiied lie lume ul B:^[b9-, >1i>we, lt£ ^e^Lan lito 
pib (PiQ C ;ml Dh tiae ibinned B^^IHay j^lur W^gna Cakpik^l WfiOPa. ^ ^^Ivan q1 
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E:i[:^:V Xl^^ ■■: "■'. c;-gri=i ;=i:'ii-jii_ \i-''. 



Historic Development 29 



this distance back from the shorehne Otherwise the mortari 
woLild overshoot the area they were intended to defend. ThiG 
lacatioFi, away from the shorehne, also obscured the battery 
from the view cf enemy ships and provided protection from 
possible naval bombardment (Martini 2006 and NPS 1999 
Chapter 3. 3) Battery Houue ^as built in the shape of a cross 
A rth four pits, each of which contained four, breech-loading, 
12-inch mortars 

The construction of Battery Houue required modification to the 
existing topography and ewtenaive earth moving. Berms uuith 
steep slopes (with a 3 4 grade ratio) were constructed around 
the battery These berms were designed to provide both 
protecbon and camouftage, and the new earthen berm was 
planted to help stabilize the slope T/picaIfy during this period, 
standardized plans called for oats and barley to be planted to 
stabilize the slope and to cover the slope's sand and dirt so 
that it did not blow into the battery's pit This planted area was 
watered {beginning in 1894) during the dry season in an effort 
to maintain the vegetation A series of drains, retaining walls 
atthe base of the slopes, gutters, and pumps were metalled to 
deal wrth drainage and to stabilize the slope The burrows of 
moles and gophers were a problem for these earthworks, and 
at Battery Howe, these contributed to the failure of the slopes 
during heavy rams in the winter of 1894—95 when soil from the 
slopes flowed down into the mortar pits (NPS T999 Chapter 3: 
5 and Chapter 5 4) ' A seven-foot high, redwood picket fence 
was built around the site and was treated with a "dull-red lime 
wash" {NPS 1999 Chapter 5 4 and Rickon 1903)^ Between 

4 Tito ^kiptA wi-^ rctiu rll, but Ik&l ovi9- 1 .llllU uilf £ firtk d| ■nab-fiUtal U b« raiKFb«d b/ 
tiaid frxl HL^red but n|>£iib{NPB 1999 Ct\^\&3- 3. 

lie p^k iri) ![■ Hit Patanc Paiih i^lainliuui Er[iinr1iii«, Hit djin/ ilenilbJ Iti :^lbyj 
puLQc voil^ion elI Df b:^Ila-c^ itrd Lo i^ntOMe Itaxe^ ;a |»al o1 iDePfixlLci iTrpn^^eiU 
pubQc iTi^e 4N P^ 1999 Ctupler % ICQ , 



1903 and 1906, a single row of trees encircled the battery, and 
the Presidio forest had expanded to the south side of the bat- 
tery fHart 1906). 

Roads were part of the construction of the batteiy, and in the 
early 20*^ century, the Army typically paved these with mac- 
adam. By 1 905, there were two external roads that provided 
connections to Battery Howe-Wagner a paved road along 
the north side of the battery (in the same general alignment 
as Storey Avenue)that provided connections at its east and 
west ends to Lincoln Boulevard and an unpaued road located 
south of the battery that connected at its west end to Lincoln 
Boulevard [along the same general alignment as Ruckman 
Avenue) There were two internal roads one located in side the 
row of Monterey cypress on the north side of the battery (that 
followed present-day Battery Howe-Wagner Road's alignment) 
and a similar road, inside the row of trees and the protective 
berm, that extended approximately haH^ way across the south 
side of the battery (U.S. Army 1905) 
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Battery Saffold 

Construction on Battery SafFold,' located south^we^t of Battery 
West just ea^t of Lincoln Boulevard, was completed in 1 S9B 
when the battery's second gun Was mounteti Battery SafFold 
had two, 12-rnch caliper guns mounted on barbette [non-diGap 
peanng) carnages with a range of 6 6 miles, however, through 
vanous adjustments an effective range of 12 5 miles could be 
Qchieved. These two guns Were unique within San Francisco^ 
BeacjoaBt fortifications because they coufd be rotated 3dO 
degrees so that they could be fired toward either the ocean or 
the bay ' The earthworks were planted in much the sameway 
as Battery Hnuue and had the same general type of drainage 
system (NPSZOOte, Cahfomia State Military Museum 2CX)6b, 
and Marlim IQOb) 
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Battery Dynamite 

Battery Dynamite vjas one of two ofthi&type of battery that 
waa built to lest an experimental gun that used compressed air 
tn fire charges of dynamite " The battery, located southeast of 
Battery Godfrey, Was built by the developers of the guns and 
iftias operational by December 1895 when the first test firing 
took place {NPS 1999 Chapter 2: 18}. The tests were success- 
ful, but the Army remained unenthiisj antic and never adopted 
the concept, saying that sirbmarine minen were the best way 
to handle high explosives Na more dynamite batteries were 
built, and in 1901, the Board of Ordnance and Fort rficat ion de- 
clared the pneumatic dynamrte batteries obsolete. In 1 904, the 
guns and machinery at Battery Dynamite were removed and 
sold {Thompson 1997-403} 

The onginal battery included three guns spaced 85 feet apart 
The use of compressed air required specialized structures 
underground vaults for disposing each gun's air reservoirs and 
power plant building (B5 feet by 35 feet}, located east of the 
guns, which provided electricity to powerthe air compres- 
sors that propelled the projectiles The battery was originally 
constructed wrthout a protective earthen berm, but dunng the 
Spanish American War, dueto concern thatthe battery's guns 
were exposed and plainly visible from the ocean, high earthen 
traverses were built around the guns (transforming each into 
a pit) Concrete retaining walls were built around the power- 
house bd that earth could be placed as near and as high as pos- 
sible around this structure Bombproof magazines and covered 
passageways Were also added. This work began in August 1S9B 
and was completed in March 1900 (NFS 1999 Chapter 2 IS 
and Wofford 2007 a) 
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The battery's original power plant building vjas destroyed in 
the 1906 earthquake. The Engineers Department decided to 
build a new power plant building In the ^ame location as a way 
to supply electricity for the new post (Fort Scott) This neuu 
concrete building {No 1398) contained a boiler room, engine 
room, shop, storeroom, and lavatory, and by the spring ofl910 
the equipment was in pjace {However, by 1912, commercial 
electricity had e>rtended throughout both the Presidio of San 
Francisco and Fort Scott ) By 1912, Battery Dynamite was be- 
ing used tnr storage, and a machine shop [No. 1365) had been 
added to the west side of the entrance to the battery and an 
ordnance shop (No 1363)juBtwest of the battery. This indus- 
tnal area would continue to expand to the west over the ne>[t 
several decades (Thompson 1997 407-403,419-420). 

Vegetation at the Batteries 

The landscape features at the batteries {sloping earth berms 
and vegetation) were a part of the design of the batteries and 
contributed to their function These features were initially 
based on standard Army specifications but Were eventually 
adapted to meet local Bay Area climate conditions At the 
earliest Endicott batteries, oats and barley were sown or sod 
was added to the slopes of the batteries. These grasses were 
not well adapted to survive the dry-season conditions in San 
Francir^cD, and beginning in 1B94, the slopes were watered or 
irrigated during thedry months ' This effort coincided with the 
M id winter Fair that ran in San Francisco from January through 
June 1 B94 and may have been an attempt by the Army to 
improve its image during this very public event [NFS 1999 
Chapters 4) 



In 1901 , the Army tried several new approaches for vegeta- 
tion at the newly constructed Battery Livingston, located south 
of Fort Scott at Fort Mlley. These practices were ultimatefy 
adopted throughout San Francisco's seacoast fortifications and 

resulted In changes to the vegetation surrounding the batter- 
ies Battery Livingston was a mortar battery with steep slopes 
around its mortar pits Aa mentioned previously, the Army 
began watering the vegetation at batteries, in 1894, in an effort 
to keep the plants aliveduringthedry season and to prevent 
land slides At Battery Livingston, the Army tried a different 
approach Rather than simply sowing sometype of grass seed 
□ r laying sod, the Army planted a coinbinatjon of oats, ice 
plant, and some type of bunch grass,'" lupine, and eucalyptus 
trees Oats - which from a distance blended into the surround- 
ing landscape were planted on the outer slope of the battery. 
Cirttlngs'^ of Ice plant were planted on the inner slopei of the 
battery Ice plant was considered an ideal plant for several rea- 
sons It was drought resistant (i e it did not require irrigation) 
and fa5t-growing Also, it formed a dense mat and wasableto 
hold the steeper inner slopes belterthe oats (The inner slopes 
were not visible and so camouflagewas not an issue ) The 
Army planted bunch grasses on all of the sand dunes around 
the battery The perennial bunch grasses were adapted to the 
extensive dry -season and had long roots that arded in stabiliz- 
ing thedunes and in preventing sand from blowing into the 
mortar prts This type of vegetation also had the appearance of 
being "natural" and provided some level of camouflage to the 
battery (NFS 1 999 Chapter 5" 6-7). 

This concern for camouflage and the use of native vegetation 
was developed more fully over the next few years 



fn 19D7, the Army noted, after rnapections of batteries 
on the south side of the harbor, that in some cases 
in^^tallation;: 5t\\\ appeared aa abrupt breaks m the 
landiicape, ratherthan blending m. For Fort Scott, in 
particular, it was stated that m such a heavily forested 
location, trees should be encouraged to grow up and 
provide concealment [NPS 1999 Chapter 5: B). 

Then in 1910, a memo from the Office of Chief of Coast Artil- 
lery in Washington, D C specified that the exterior slopes at 
all batteries were to be made to conform to the appearance of 
the "surrounding ground" by avoiding " geometncal contours" 
and planting "such trees and shrubs, as can be obtained in the 
neighborhood of the defenses, on the slopes of the defenses 
and around them " Trees were to be planted in the rear and 
between batteriesi low trees were to be planted at the foot of 
the batteries^ and bushes and shrubs were to be planted on 
the "superior JoutsideJ slopes of batteries and low shrubs in 
irregular splotches between guns " Post commanders were 
instructed to remove native or existing vegetation either on the 
military reservation or from local landowners, to identify suit- 
able vegetation and buy it, and to "start small nurseries where 
bushes, trees, etc may be produced and cultivated" [NFS 1 999 
Chapters B-9) 

Ice plant, widely planted on the inner slopes of batteries, 
spread outside of the confines of the batteries and became a 

common vegetation feature In Fort Scott's landscape Eucalyp- 
tus trees were allowed to grow around and eventually on top of 
the batteries. 
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Presidio Forest 



The tree planting in the Presidio continued during thi^; period, 
and by 1902,lreea covered 420 acres fThompson 1997 186). 

The Army had followed only portions of Ma|DrJones' plan far 
the planting and maintenance of the forest Hi5 recommen- 
dation that "Trees in masses should be planted very thickly" 
[Jone!i 1833 3) wa? follouued, hoviieuer, his companion directive 
to conduct annual thinning was generally left undone By 1902, 
much of the forest consisted of stands of densely planted trees 
that were allowed to mature uurlhout thinning taking place The 
grid layout of the trees, that became a characteristic feature 
in partz of the forest, vjas not a part of Jone^' plan Addition- 
ally, the full range of tree species that Jones' had included in 
his recommendations was never planted Instead, the types 
of treea that were planted were those that i^ere in vogue in 
California at the time and those that proved to be hardy and 
adapted to the site conditions The most commonfy planted 
trees at the Presidio included various species of eucalyptus 
[Eucalyptua spp ), Monterey cypress (Cupressus macrocarpa), 
Monterey pine (Pinus radiata), and blackwood acacia (Acacia 
melanoxylon) {NPS 2001 42} Some of the trees that were 
planted were grown at the Presidio's nursery; in other ca^ei, 
trees were purchased from local nurseries; in at leaat one case, 
trees were obtained from the nursery at Golden Gate Park in 
exchange for soil that was removed from the vicinrty of Moun- 
tain Lake [Thompson 1 997 lao-ao) 

n 1902, William L Hall, the chief of the Division of Forest 
Extension at the U.S Department of Agriculture, came to the 
Presidio, studied the forest^ exiattng conditions, and then 
made recommendations " HalJ'a pfan divided the reservation 
into sections, and for each he made specific recommenda- 



tions for thinning as wel[ as additional planting related to visual 
screening, soil retention, and windbreaks During 1902, Jones 
also returned to the Presidio to make recommendations related 
to. thinning forest stands, the setting and views within the 
reservation, and plantingsfor ornamental purposes " Many of 
Hall's and Jones' recommendations were never implemented 
(especially reganding the systematic thinning of trees), and after 
the 1906 earthquake and fire, the Army focused funding for 
tree planting on posts other than the Presidio fThompson 1 997 
197) After 1 910, additional planting and the natural regen- 
eration of the trees resulted in the forest extending Into areas 
that were outside of Jones' onginal plan (Jones Sl Stokes 1 994 
Section 2 9) In other areas, portions of Presidio forest were 
removed to make way for development This occurred at Fort 
Scott during the 1910s when trees were removed to open areas 
for the construction of the Parade Ground and along Kobbe, 
Storey, and Ruckman avenues for housing, and then in 1941 
south of App[eton Avenue for a group of warehouses." 
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Fort Scott 

The con^tructron of Fort Scott during the 1 910a dramatically 
altered the cuhura[ landscape of the western portion of the 

Presidio. Although Congress did not fund the appropriations 
forthe construction of a new milrtary post at Fort Scott until 

1 909, the CQnceptforapo5tinthis location had been develop- 
ing since the 1S905 as part of the development cf the EndJcott 
era seacoast defense? fThompson 1997: 41 7^ 

From a practjcal slandpomt, the new post was required to 
accommodate the needs of the Coast Artillery companies In 
order to reach the batteries, the soldiers had to march one and 
a haPf miles from the Presidio's barracks out to the batteries, 
and then rep eat this march at the eruJ of the day Also, ai the 
number of Coast Artillery companies increased, the facilities 
at the Presidio became increasingly overcrov/ded In 1 903, a 
barracks {No 6B2) was built on a hill overlooking the Cavalry 
Stables area, and two quarters for officers were built on the 
east end of the newly -laid-out Kobbe Avenue [No!J 1302 and 
1304) In 1906, "a crude temporary barracks for one Coast 
Artillery company" was built above (to the south) of Fort Point, 
hut there continued to be an urgent need for more and better 
accommodations forthe Coast Artillery companies (Thompson 
1997. 4iaj. 

In 1901, the Coast Artillery Corps were established " as a sepa- 
rate arm of the service in recognition of the importance of the 
specialized mission of strategic deterrence" {NPS 1999 Chapter 

2 17), and by 1906, the War Department had made the deci- 
sion that a new post for coast artillery would be established 
and built in the western part of the Presidio (Thompson 1997. 
361), The new command headquarters would reflect the Coast 
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Artiller^'5 separate 5tfltu5 from the infantry at the Presidio, and 
Congre&s parsed an appropriation to fund the construction of 
Fori Scott in 1909. 

There are several plans that show the progression of the devel- 
opment ol the plan for Fort Scott" 

• In 1906, Major William W Harta, an Army engineer, prepared the 

"Report Upon the Expansion and Development of the Preaidio 
of San Francisco, California" (Hart 1906) Hart^ plan looked 
at the Presidio as a ^hole and ^vas basically a master plan for 
development His plan showed an aviiareness of the landscape's 
topography, setting, and tie^vs and, although more formal 
than the design that was ultimately developed for Fort Scott, 
undoubted [nfluenced il.'^ 

• By April 1909, there ^vas an approved plan for Fort Scott (U S. 
Army 1909) The locations of the t^vo housing areas along 
existing roads [on Kobbe Avenue and Storey Avenue} were 
shown in the locations that exist today However, the layout of 
the Parade Ground was still evolving By Apnl, the concept of 
aligning the Parade Ground to the north wag in place. However, 
the roads that formed the Parade Ground appear to have been 
superimposed onto the landscape with Irttle consideration given 
to the actual topography In this plan, the east and we^t sides of 
the Parade Ground were formed by two straight parallel roads 
that extended all the Viiay from Kobbe Avenue [on the south} 

to Storey Avenue [on the north). This arrangement would have 
resulted in a long, narrow parade area that vi/ould have sloped 
noticeably downward to the northeast 

• By S^jtember 1909, rt appears that construnition had started 
(U.S. Army Quartermaster Generals Office 1909). The outline of 
Ralston Avenue was shown on the September plan The road 
was laid out in a horseshoe, the enclosed [south} end of this 
horseshoe was [ocated well north of Kobbe Avenue The east 
and west sides of the horseshoe were laid out farther apart than 
had been the case in the Apnl plan These modifications, from 



the April plan, reinforced the focus north toward the Golden 
Gate and bay and resulted in a more cohesive clustering of the 
buildings and a parade area that was more level. 

■ The "Approved Plan" from January t9lD showed the continued 
evolution of the planning and the extent of construction 
(U S. Army I9l0) This plan showed the location of the 
secondaiy roads (Upton Avenue located parallel to the east 
side of Ralston and Upton Avenue and Greenough Avenue 
providing connections to Kobbe Avenue} The location of the 
commanding officer quarters on Upton was drawn in but not 
fabeled This plan also showed the development of recreational 
facilrties [tennis court, club house, and bandstand} in the ravine 
ba^fl/een Dragonfly Creek and Kobbe Avenue 

The original pha^e of construction continued for three years" 
and resulted in three groups of buildings at Fort Scott 1) the 
barracks and administrative buildings organized around the 
post's central Parade Ground; 2) the officer quarters located 
south /south east of the Parade Ground along Kobbe Avenue; 
and 3} the noncommissioned officer quarters located east of 
the Parade Ground along Storey and Ruckman avenues A 
fourth area, the officer recreational area, located between 
Dragonfly Creek and Kobbe Avenuewas also a part of the 
initial plan All four were srted in response to the topography of 
the landscape that resulted in a curvilmearor serpentine layout 
for the roads and buildings rather than in a rectilinear or gnd 
layout, as was more typical In milHiary planning (and at the Main 
Post at the Presidio). 

The Parade Ground was both the functional and the symbolic 

center for the new post The axis of the Parade Ground was 
aligned in a north -to-south direction, through the Headquarters 
Building {No 1201), and related not to the Mam Po5t at the 
Presidio but to the Golden Gate and the bay -the very features 
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that the Coa^t Artillery was there to protect The buildings and 
activities of the new post focused on the Parade Ground. The 
headquarters building was located at the south end of the Pa- 
rade Ground with ita front facing northward with views towaFd 

the Golden Gate and bay The use of the Mission Revival styfe 
for the core buildings surrounding the Parade Ground provided 
another layer of separation from the Presidio and marked the 
major introduction of this stylistic idiom to the architecture of 
Army facilrties in the Bay Area As archrtectural historian David 
Gebhard noted. 

The MiBsian Revival began m California in the earfy 1B9Gs and 
by T9GD examples Were being built acraas the ciountry. Its 
high point of popularity was in theten year period 1905-1915, 
As a 5tyle rt ^a;; used ^uccessFulfyfor a Aide variety of build- 
ing types, ranging from rarlroad stations and resort hotels to 
school, service stations, apartments and single family dwell- 
ings . . . Since It relied on only a limited number of stylistic el- 
amenta, it could readily be organized to satisfy new functional 
needs (Gebhard et aL 1985: 57D). 

The ofhcer quarters were located along Kobbe Avenue, to the 
south of the Parade Ground and were connected to this area 
by two short roads, Upton Avenue and Greenough Avenue, 
that connected to the east and west sides of the Headquarters 
Building, respectively The bachelor ofhcer quarters were at 
theweat end of Kobbe Avenue, and the officer family quarters 
were located to the east The fronts of the quarters faced north, 
toward Kobbe Avenue, and a service road, Hitchcock Street, 
Was located directly behind them {to the south} These build- 
ings were constructed using standard Army plans The uniform 



set back and architecture of the buildings helped to create a 
distinct streetEcape and identity forthis area. 

The noncommissioned officer family quarters were located to 
the east of the Parade Ground along the east end of Storey 
Avenue Storey Avenue was named in 1910, but the road had 
been laid out sometime around 1895 to provide access to 
Battery Howe-Wagner The new quarters were located on the 
south side of the road facing north so that ihey took advantage 
□f the existing topography and looked downhill The atignmenl 
for Ruckman Avenue, along the south side of Battery Howe- 
Wagner, was completed in 1911, and the quarters were eventu- 
ally extended along this road 

On the 1910 plan forthe new post, the ravine along the Drag- 
onfly Creek stream corndor was left largely undeveloped to 
provide a buffer for officer quarters area between the Parade 
Ground and the noncommissioned officer quarters However, 
thewestend of the ravine was cleared and developed into a 
recreational area forthe officers The location of the Fort Scott 
officer recreation area, adjacent to the Kobbe Avenue officer 
quarters, was typical of standard Army planning procedures in 
the early 20th century 

In February 1 912, as completion of the buildings n eared, the 
Secretary of War directed that "as soon as the new barracks at 
Fort W infield Scott, California are ready for occupancy, that the 
poit be established as an independent coast aitilleiy post and 
that the headquarters of the Artillery District of San Francisco 
be located there" {quoted inThompson 1997 420}'' Troops 
began moving into the completed buildings during May and 
June 1912, and on 19 June 1912. Fort Scott was "established 
an Independent Post from the Presidio of San Francisco, at 12^ 
DO o'clock noon" [General Orders No 11 quoted in Thompson 
1997.420). 
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Summary of Changes to the 
Cultural Landscape During The 
Nationalist Expansion Period 

Spatial Oiganlzation 

During thi^ penod, the cukural landscape on the western 
portion of the Presidio, the area thai became Fort Scott, was 
dramotjcally Irdnsformed The enisling spatial organization and 
character of the landscape, one of open space with only a few 
buildings located along the edges and expansive views across 
the landscape, disappeared As the area encompassed by 
the Presidio forest expanded, more of the open space disap- 
peared, and by 1910, the majority of the land that vjould be- 
come Fart Scott was covered with trees As the trees matured 
and grew taller, views and spatial relationships between areas 
were shered. The expansion of the batteries along both the 
coa^ and bayside bluffs and the construction of Fort Scott add- 
ed new topographic features, building clusters, and roads to 
the landscape and expanded the built features into the interior 
of the western portion of the Presidio. Aflerthe conatmctjon 
of Fort Scott, there were three mam building clusters: 1) the 
Parade Ground and its cluster of buildings along Ralston and 
Upton avenues; 2J the ofTrcer quarters along Kobbe Avenue, 
and 3) the noncommissioned officer quarters along Storey and 
Ruckman avenues The officer recreation area on Kobbe Av- 
enue (with a tennis club, an officer club, and a band stand) was 
also a part of the initial plan for Fort Scott iU.S Army 1910) 



Topography 

The battenes built dunng this era were protected by a man- 
made berm of mounded earth that added new topographic 
features to the landscape There were a row of batteries 
along the coast [Batteries Lancaster, Cranston, Marcus-Miller, 
Boutelle, Godfrey, Crosby, and Chamberlain) and a row along 
the bluffs overlooking the bay [Battenes Baldwin, Sherwood, 
Bfaney, and Sfaughter) The construction of Battenes HoWe- 
Wagner, Saffofd, Dynamite, and McKinnon-Stotsenberg added 
noticeable nevj mounds or hills to the interior portion of the 
landscape The construction of road^ and the leveling of build- 
ings sites lor Fort Scott also altered the exiting topography, 
although this vjas done in a Way that responded to the existing 
topography 

Buildings and Structuies 

Batteries Lancaster, Cranston, Marcus-Miller, Boutelle, Godfrey, 
Crosby, and ChambeHainwere buiht along the coast Batteries 
Baldwin, Sherwood, Blaney, and Slaughter were built along the 
bluffs overlooking the bay. {All of these are located outside of 
the study area for the Fort Scott Cl_A.} 

Batteries Howe-Wagner, Saffold, and McKinnon-Stotsenberg, 

Dynamite were constructed inland Battenes Howe-Wagner 
(No 1287), Saffold [No 1354), and Dynamite {No 1399} are 
located wrthin the study area of the Fort Scott CLA 

Thefollowing buildings around the Parade Ground were 

constructed during this period: the Headquarters Building (No. 
1201). Barracks (Nos 1202, 1203, 1204, 1205, 1206. 1207, 
120B, 1214, 1316, 1217, 1213}, and the Guardhouse {No 
1213} 
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Thefollowing support building? were constructed dlong Upton Av- 
enue the Quartermaster Storehouse [Mo. 12 19), the Infirmary [No. 
1224). the Exchange Gym (No 1226], and the Biacktmilh Shop (No. 
1231) 

n 1902, two officer quarters p^oa 1302 and 13CM) were built on the 
east end of the new[y constructed Kobbe Avenue Then dunng the 

construction of Fort Scott, the following officer quarters were added 
tothe housing area along Kobbe Avenue Nos 1300,1303.1310, 
13U, 1320, 1322, 1324, 1326, 1328. and 1334. 

Although, rt is not entirely clear when the features in the officer rec- 
reation area off Kobbe Avenue (located across the street [north] of 

the officer quarters) were actually built), this area vjas shown on the 
Constructing Quartermaster'^ approved plan for Fort Scott, dated b 
January 1910 (US Armyl910). This plan showed the location for 
and labeled the tennis courts, a bandstand, and a boardwalk, {that 
spanned Dragonfly Creek and connected Kobbe Avenue to Upton 
Avenue) The plan also shov/ed the location of the officer club (al- 
though it was not labeled) All of these features wert constructed in 
the Jocationa shown on this 1910 plan; all, with the exception of the 
officer club, were shown a 1 917 map of the post (U S Army 1917). 

Noncommissioned officer quarters fNos 1261, 1263, 1265, 1268, 
1272, 1273. and 1274) were added to the housing area along Slor^ 

and Ruckman Avenues. 

The following buildings were added to the industriaf cluster at Bat- 
tery Dynamite (but vjere not a part of the original construction for 
the battery): an Ordnance Shop [No. 1363), a Machine Shop [No. 
1365). and a Coast Artillery Powerhouse [No. 139G). 

Thefollowing buildings, related to industrial uses. Were built on the 

west end of Kobbe Avenue [west of the quarters area)- an Ordnance 
Repair Shop (No 1339) and a Flammable Storage Building (No. 
:33B). 



Circulation 

."eliirujii: .liicjialniin 

Roads that existed priorto the construction of Fort Scott in- 
cluded 

■ Uncofn Boulevard (originally called McDowell Avenue);" 

• Roads designed as part of the battwres^ the road around Batteiy 

Dynamrte, the road that provided a connection to Battery 
Saffold, and two internal roads at Battery Howe-Wagner," 

• Roads located to the north (Storey Avenue alignment) and south 
(Ruckman Avenue alignment) of Battery Howe-Wagner, these 
tvjo roads provided access to the battery and cornectiong to 

Fort Scott from the Mam Post, and 

• Kobbe Avenue (con^runited m 1902 when the first two officer 
quarters were built). 

Roads that were part of the Fort Scott constEuction induded: 
Ralston Avenue, Upton Avenue, Greenough Avenue, Hitchcock 
Street, and Ruckman Avenue. 

Pcd&iliuKn CucwlaliDri 

A continuous concrete sidewalk outlined the perimeter of the 

Fort Scott Parade Ground in front of the barracks buildings. 

Additionally, at least one wood boardwalk crossed the Parade 

Ground and pnjvrded east -to-west conneclionB (U S. Army 

1910) 

Concrete sidewalks wer^ built along the south side of Kobbe 
Avenue, in front of the officer quarters, and along lower Storey 
Avenue, in front of the noncommissioned officer quarters 
(Thompson 1997: 424) Due to the steep slope in front of the 

quarters, in both locations, steps were required to provide the 
connection between the front of the buildings and the streets. 



Historic Development 41 



There vufl^ a raided boardwalk that spanned Dragonfly Creek 
and connected Kobbe Avenue (started across the street from 
No. 1324) to Uplon Avenue (U.S. Army 191G0: this walkway was 
located in the same general Vicinity as the preaent-day concrete 
and atone sidewalk. 

Vegetation 

Pieaidio Forest 

By theotflrt of the construction of Fort Scott in 1909, the 
PreaJdio forest covered the entire area that was ijouth of 
Ruckman Avenue and east of Lincoln Boulevand (Hart 1906) 
The construction of the post neces^rtated the removal of the 
trees that were focated m the Parade Ground area. The forest 
provided a background or setting for the new Parade Ground, 
the Barracks, and the Headquarters Building and helped to 
orient views out toward the bay and Golden Gate Trees were 
removed for the construction of the two quarters areas (along 
Kobbe Avenue and Storey/Ruckman Avenues) The trees that 
remained around these areas not only provided a picturesque 
setting and sheltered the quarters from thewind but also 
provided a buffer from other areas of the post and affonded the 
families [iving there a degree of pnvacy. 

■'■■'■'?'^'?|iaUori '3* Iiottene' 

By the turn of the century, the Army had begun using plants 

that were drought resistant m an elforl to better maintain the 

slopes of the earthen batteries Plants were also chosen to pro- 



vide some level of camouflage, and trees were planted on the 
outer slopes to soften the distinction between the battenes and 
the surrounding forested area By this date, ice plant had been 
introduced to the batteries^ this plant would eventually spread 
beyond the confines of the batteries and become a ubiquitous 
presence along the coastline 

The row of Monterey cypress trees that surrounds Battery 
Howe-Wagner were in place by 1 905 (U S Army 1905} 

Veg'S'lcrtion Ps<ituie& Belalstl to llie Com miction of Fort 
SGctt 

The new post's commanding offEcer, Major William C Davis, 
was very aware of the image of Fort Scott, and he issued "gen- 
eral orders soliciting the cooperation of everyone to improve 
and beautify the post" (Thompson 1997 423} As part of this 
effort, the Board of Officers made recommendations to set 
the standards forthe appearance of the grounds at Fort Scott 
in a July 1912 memo Recommendations forthe treatment 
of Parade Ground and Drill Ground, the location of lawns, the 
planting of ornamental flowers, the planting trees for erosion 
control and wind protections, and the establishment of a post 
nursery were made and carried out (Thompson 1997 423-24) 
(A more detailed description is provided in the "Character-De- 
fining Features" section) ) 

The board also recommended the establishment of a nursery 
to provide a continual supply of ornamental plants (this also 
coincided with the use of vegetation for camouflage at the 
batteries)"' This nursery was established (Thompson 1997.423 
and Footnote B14), and, although its location was not labeled 



on any source reviewed for this report, rt seems likely that Ft Was 
located in the area just south of Hrtchcock Street." 

Water Features 

By 1909, there were two different water sources bejng utilized 

at FortScotL 



■ Maps from t87D and 1903 showed a pipeline from Dragonfly 
Creek connectfngto a storage reservoir, north of Battery Howe- 
Wagner, and from thereto officer quarters focated north of 
Lincoln Boulevard, on the bluff 3 overlooking the marsh (Crissy 
Held area}. By 19D9, this reservoir (supplying water to the officer 
quarters andto the buildings inthevicinrty of the Torpedo 
Wharf) no longer got its water from Dragonfly Creek. Instead, 

it was finked by pipeline to a storage resen/orr focated south of 
Kobbe Avenue, which in turn was finked by pipeline to a water 
source to the south, probably fvlountam Lake or Lobos Creek 
{this was not shown on the map) ^'tfheeler 1B7Q, Rickon 1903, and 
U S Army 190?) 

■ At thi3 time, the water from the Dragonfly Creek source was 
going uia a pipelinetotheMam Post area (The water source is 
not labeled on the April 1909 approved plan [that was drawn on 
a map that showed conditions in October 1908] In the January 
I9l0 plan fdrawn on a map showing conditions in August 1909], 
the water source is labeled as a "wdl ") There was a pipeline 
from the well to a storage resen^oir, located just north of Kobbe, 
in the vicinity of the proposed tennis courts A windmill, located 
west of the reservoir, provided power to this system There was 
a second pipeline from the well that ran to the northeast toward 
the cemetery A rectangular area around the water system at 
Dragonfly Creek Was shown as cleared of trees (U S. Army 1909 
and 1910). 
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World War I (1915-1918) 



Summary of the Key Events That Shaped the Cultural Landscape 

Training for the Coast Artillery continued at Fort Scott 
during World War I, and two cantonments (Lancaster 
Cantonment and the Enlisted Specialist School) were 
built in the vicinity of Fort Scott's Drill Field. However, 
the number of coast artillery companies stationed at 
Fort Scott declined: the 13"^ Company was transferred 
to Fort Miley; the 64*^ Company was sent to Calexico, 
California; and the 61'^ and 67*- companies trans- 
ferred to France after training 

(Thompson 1997: 430 and U.S. Aimy 1917). 
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A? part of the war effort, artillery were removed from ofder 
armanients throughout San Francisco's seacoast fortification 
lystBin and sent to Europe to be used as heavy field artillery 
and railroad artillery {NPS 1997 Chapter 2 22) The remnvaf of 
artillery from batteries at Fort Scott (Lancaster, Boutelle, and 
Slaughter) occurred in areas outside of the study area for the 
Fort Scott CLA) and did not directly alter any of the key charac- 
teriitlcB of the cultural landscape at Fort Scott 

Summary of Changes to the 
Cultural Landscape During World 
War I 

Spatial Oiganlzatlon 

The main spatial organization at the post remained in place. 

The new buildings of the two cantonments (Lancaster Canton- 
ment and the Enlisted Specialist School), located northwest 
□fthe Drill Field, added a two new clusters of features to Fort 
Scott. However, these cantonments did not have a lasting im- 
pact on the post's cultural landscape, as they were demolished 
shortly after the war. 

Topography 

There were minor topographic alterations related to leveling 
the building sites within the Lancaster Cantonment and the 
Enlisted Specialist School and to grading for the road that ran 
through the Lancaster Cantonment. There were other minor 
topographic alterations related to the construction of the other 
new buildings 



Buildings and Structuies 

The buildings forthe two cantonments were built north of the inter- 
section of Storey Avenue and Lincoln Boulevard Lancaster Canton- 
ment was lajd out in a linear arrangement along a straight road just 
northwest of Lincoln Boulevard^ it conBlsted of M barracks, seven 
messes, seven latrines, two enlisted bachelor officers' quarters, and 
14 officers' quarters The Enlisted Specialist School was located to 
the south of Lancaster Cantonment, there were 2 buildings on the 
north side of Lincoln Boulevard and 17 buildings [probably barracks 
and latnnes) across the street on the south side of Lincoln Boule- 
vard Additionally, there was a "YMCA" located on the northeast 
corner of Storey Avenue and Lincoln Boulevard. 

A number of buildings were added to the housing area along Ko- 
bbe Avenue; 

■ The commanding officer quarters (No I337J on Upton Avenue was 
constructed in 191 5 The house laced eaat and overlooked the rauine 
(Dragonfly Creek} where the new officer recreation area [with the 
officer club and tennis courts) was located. 

■ Anew bachelor officer quarters [No 1 330) was added to the weat 

end of the row of officer quarters on Kobbe Avenue 

• In recognition of the growing importance of the automobile, 5i>. 
garages [Nos I JU5, 13U7, 131 J, 1 315, 1 J17, and 131V) were built on 
Hitchcock Street for the Kobbe Avenue quarters. 

n the noncommissioned officer quarters, one residence [No. 1240) 
was built at the west end of Ruckman Avenue. 

Several industnal buildings were added to Fort Scott during World 

War I: 

■ A quartermasters office (No 1220), a quartermasters shop and paint 
shop {No 1227), and a warehouse (No 1230) were added to the area 
between Ralston and Upton avenues 
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A small flammeble storage shed [No 1245) ^as built south of 
Ruckman Avenue in an isolated location (probably due to the 
nature of the use of the building) 

A warehouse, used for ordnance storage (No 1340), uva? built on 
the west end of Kobbe Avenue 

There uuere several store rooms structures located on the south 
side of Battery Dynamite Road^ these are no longer e>rtant. 



Circulation 

Vehicular Circulation 

A new road whb built at Lancaster Cantonment, this road was 
located in the same area as the present-day alignment for 
Merchant Road. 

By 1917, there was a short service road {in the same general 
area aa Wisser Court] ' If the poEt's nursery was indeeti located 










4 












south of Hitchcock Street, then this road probably provided 
vehicular access to this area. 

Pedestrian Ciiculatio n 

By 1917, there Wai an unpaved pedestrian path from the Ko- 
bbe Avenue officer quarters south to Washington Boulevard. 

Vegetation 

There were no major changes to the vegetation features at Fort 
Scott during lheWor3d War! penod The trees m the Presidio 
foreat continued to mature, and the forested area expanded 
through the natural reproduction or regeneration of the trees 

Water Features 

A 1917 map identified the samethree storage reservoirs [one 
to the south of the Kobbe Avenue quarters area {outside of the 
study area for the Fort Scott CLA}, the oneju5t north of Kobbe 
Avenue, and one south of Lincoln Boulevard) as had been 
shown on the January 1 910 plan for the post [U S. Army 1910 
and 1917) 
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Military Affairs Between World Wars (1919-1940) 



Summary of the Key Events That Shaped the Cultural Landscape 

During the years between the two world wars there 
were both large scale and small scale changes to 
the cultural landscape at Fort Scott. The construction 
of the Golden Gate Bridge in the 1930s added ma- 
jor structures to the Fort Scott landscape. The Works 
Progress Administration provided funding for smaller 
scale projects that were directed at improving the ap- 
pearance and image of the post. 
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Golden Gate Bridge Construction 

The construction of the Golden Gate Bridge and the viaducts 
for Doyle Dri^/e [U.S. Highway IQl) and Park. Presidfo Boulevard 

(State Highway 1) introduced nevj structures into the cultural 
landscape, resulted in the destruction of batteries [and related 
changes to topography), and altered the spatial organization, 
crrcu[ation system, and views at Fort Scott The plan lor the 
bridge, to provide a connection between San Francisco and the 
growing communities in Marin County, was conceived in the 
early 1 920& and was approved in 1 930 Construction began in 
1933, and the bndge whs dedicated on 28 May 1937 

Seacoast Fortifications 

During this period, there viere incremental changes to various 
features of the seacoast fortifications at Fort Scott Immediately 
after the end of World War I, several of the batteries at Fort 
Scott werB declared obsolete and their artillery was removed 
The obsolete mortars at Battery HoWe-Wagner were removed 
in 1920, and the battery was then used as a storage srte Ad- 
drtionally m 1920, the guns at several other batteries [Balduum, 
Slaney, Sherwood, and Marcus Mrller), located outside of the 
study arsa forths Fort Scott CLA, Viere also removed. 

At the end of World War 1, Battery Dynamite became the cen- 
tral, fire control station for Fort Scott (NFS 1999 Chapter 2: 18). 
As part of this adaptation, a fire control suuitchboard and a post 
telephone switchboard were installed, and two of rts rooms 
were converted into sleeping quarters (Thompson 1997: 408). 
A searchlight repair shop {No 1353) was added to the southern 
edge of the industrial complex located just south of Battery 
Dynamite 



As the result of the use of airplanes during World Warl,two 
3-inch anti-aircraft guns were added to Battery Godfrey [these 
were removed five years later). In 1920, the 14th end 24th 
Balloon Companres arrived in San Francisco. Both companies 

were inrtially housed in the World War I Lancaster Cantonment, 
located north end otthe Parade Ground, while stations were 
being built for the two companies The station for the 14th Bal- 
loon Company Was located in the far southwest corner of the 
post [outside of the study area forthe Fort Scott CLA) just north 
of Lobos Creek. The facility consisted of a hangar for the bal- 
loons, hydrogen generator house, and field; construction was 
completed in 1 921 The facility forthe 24th Balloon Company 
waa located Fort Barry (Thompson 1997 410) ' 

Works Progress Administration 
Projects 

TheWorl;s Progress Administration [WFA) was a New Deal 
response to the rampant unemployment in the country's urban 
areas during the Depression and operated from 1935 to 1943 
The agency financed up to eighty percent of the cost of proj- 
ects, and, in general, used the greatest portion of its funding 
to undertake highly visible projects These projects utilized 
local materials and were labor intensive — thereby providing 
e':tended employment to unskilled and skilled laborers (Cutler 
1985- 80} TheWPA undertook a wide range of different types 
of projects in San Francisco, but (he majority of its funding was 
dedicated to public works [for roads, sidewalks, or utilities) and 
improvements to the city's park and recreation facilities. WPA 
projects were also used to complete the construction of utilrty 
features forthe r>ew Golden Gate Bridge 
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The Arm/ sponsored a wide range of WPA projects at Fort 
Scott beginning as early a? 1 935 and continuing through 1939.' 
A report that summarized the progress of all WPA pro|ect5 in 
San Frflndsco, from October 1935 through the end of 1937, 
lifted seven different projects at Fort Scott ' Work included 
remodeling at some of the barracks, the construction of a "log 
cabin" and a "circular band stand;" leveling the "lower half" of 
the Parade Ground bo that the "Lower end of [the] field Will be 
a ball diamond with |a] backstop and grandstand," Viiidenmg 
Lincoln Boulevard; and widening existing roads, paving previ- 
ously unpaved roads, and constructing new roads (WPA 1 938 
88-95). 

In 193H and 1939, the rtork continued at Fort Scott as part of 
a WPA project that included work for ForlB Scott, Miley, and 
Funston [WPA Project No. 705-08-2-1 1/ Work Project No 91- 
10060).' This work began in August 1938 and ended in early 
November 1 939 The "Final Narrative Report" noted that the 
following work had been undertaken at Fort Scott^ renovation* 
to the barracks and to both of the quarters areas, repair of 
roads; construction of the stone walls and gutters and concrete 
Walks find stairs at the Officer Quarters area on Kobbe Avenue 
and around the Officer Club, and various small landscaping and 
gandening projects 



Summary of Changes to the 
Cultural Landscape Between Wars 

Spatial Oiganizatlon 

The three major clusters of buildings {Parade Ground and bar- 
racks, Kobbe Avenue officer quarters, and Storey Avenue non- 
commissioned officer quarters) an well asthe officer recreatjon 
area and three batteries [Howe-Wagner, Saffoid, and Dyna- 
mrte) remained distinct features The two quartern areas were 
expanded when additional residences Were built and when 
the features m the garden area south of Hitchcock Street were 
formalized as part of the WPA projects The construction of the 
Golden Gate Bridge [specifically the roads that were built to 
provide connections to the bridge] altered the following char- 
acteristics' Fort Scott's relationship with the natural landscape 
features that had dmtated its original location and up until this 
point had defined edges, the function of its circulation routes, 
and the views to the north and east 
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Fort Scott had been developed to provide housing and ad- 
ministrative services to thevanous batteries located along the 
ocean coastline and bay bfuffs. However, after the constnit- 
tion of the Golden Gate Bndge and its connecting roads. Fort 
Scott's geographic and visual connections to the Golden Gate 
and the bay were less apparent 

Prior to the construction of the Golden Gate Bridge, the north 
and west boundaries of Fort Scott were defined by the edges 
of the coastal and bay-side bluffs, reapectivefy. The Bridge and 
iti connecting roadE altered these relationships. 

• Doyle Drive (U.S. Highway 101) Was designed to pro^^ide a 
connection from San Francisco streets to the bndge and ifja^ 
located along the edge of the bluff that ran along the north aide 
of the peninsula (immediately north of the noncommissioned 
officer quarters on Storey Avenue} This new road physically 
separated Fort Scott from the Crissy Field officer housing (this 
area la outside of the CLA study area} to the north and visually 
separated Fort Scott from the bluff and bay Doyle Dnve 
became, in effect, the northern boundary for Fort Scott. (Doyle 
Drive had the same effects at the Mam Post, Quartermaster, 
Letterman, and Cri3sy Field area3 of the Presidio ) Trees 
(predominantly eucalyptus trees) and other vegetation were 
planted along both the north and south sides of Doyle Drive. As 
these trees matured, they further obscured the viei^s and the 
visual connection from Fort Scott's Parade Ground to the Golden 
Gate and the bay 

• The Park Presidio viaduct [State Highway 1 ) was located along 
the east side of Fort Scott After rts construction, it separated 
the post from the rest of the Presidio (to the east} and cut off 
views to the bay. 



Topography 

The construction of Doyle Dnve altered the topography along 
the bluffs that overlooked the bay and resulted in the burial nf 
Batteries Slaughter and Baldwin and the partial destruction of 
Batter/ Lancaster (The locations of these batteries are outside 
of the study area for the Fort Scott CLA.} 

Clusteis and Buildings/ Stnictuies 

Buildings and structures were removed during this penod to 
make way for new features The two World War I cantonments 
facilrties were both gone by the end of this period The build- 
ings for the Enlisted Specialist School located south of the 
curve of Lincoln Boulevard were not shown on an August 191B 
plan for the post [U S. Army 191S) and would have had to have 
been removed to make way for the construction of the Crissy 
Field Officer Quarters (compfeted in 192 1} The south portion 
of the Lancaster Cantonment was not shown on the same 1913 
plan Some of the remaining quarters on the north end are 
visible in a 1927 aerial photograph, but these buildings were 
in the construction path for the Golden Gate Bridge and were 
removed in the mid-1930B when the bndge was under con- 
struction * 

During this period, the noncommrssioned ofhcer quarters area 
along Storey and Ruckman avenues was expanded There were 
two pern>ds of construction activity - one immediately follow- 
ing World Warl and then an other during the 1930s as part of 
the various WPA pfojecti. 

■ In 1921 , the noncommissioned officer quarters area along lower 
Storey Avenue i^as expanded Three new quarters (Nos (Nos 
1263, 1266, and 1270} were built on the northeast side of the 
street and faced the ones that had been built on the southwest 
side of the street m 1909-10 After the construction of these new 
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residences, there were now buildings on both sides of the ^reet, 
and this quarters area became a more a elf -contained cluster 
ihdt vu^s oriented inward (toi^ardthe street), this enhanced the 
importance of the street 3Cflpe in thi3 area 

• In 193^, eight quarters (No5 1239, 1290, 1291, 1293, 1294,1295, 
1297, and 129S) i^ere built north of Battery Howe-Wagner on 
upper Storey Avenue. South of the battery, three new quarteri 
(fVJos. 1275, 1276, and 1277) i^ere added to the row of residence3 
along the south side of Ruckman Avenue After the addition of 
these quarters, the battery i/tai a less dominant presence. 

• In 1933, a small garage (No l285}^vas built in Pit A at Battery 
Howe-Wagner, and a storehouse {No 1233) wa3 added on the 
western edge of the battery Additionally, during the WPA work, 
a children's playground was built at the battery 

• A noncommissioned officer club [No 1299), located to the 
northwest of No. 1298 on upper Storey Avenue, i^as built in 
1937. Thia dub, known as the "Log Cabin," waa buiEt aa part of 
one of the WPA projects at Fort Scott ' 

There were two periods of construction activity in the officer 
quartern area along Kobbe Avenue — one immediately follow- 
ing WoHd Warl and then an other during the laatyeara of the 
Depression 

• In 1919-21 , several garage3 were added on Hitchcock Street for 

the Kobbe Avenue quarters (Nos 1 31 1 , 1 323, and 1 335) 

• Then in 19^, two more garages were built on Hitchcock Street 
iN OS. 1301 and 1303), and a five-car garage (No. 1 327) was built 
on Wiaser Court. 



The community and recreational facilrtieg were expanded, many 

as part of work done under WPA projects 

■ In 1921 , an Officer Recreation Center (No 1 331) was constructed 
in the communrty recreation area located north of Kobbe 
Avenue, the building appears to have been expanded between 
1935 and 1936, and a glass porch was added to thi3 building 

as part of a WPA project in the late 19305 (WPA 193S S5) The 
tennis court 3, bandstand, and boardwalk in this area were built 
between I9l0 and 1917. 

■ By 1934, there were tennis courta, for the noncommisaioned 
officers, located behind [southwest) of the quarters [No. 1261) at 
the east end of Storey Avenue 

■ A playground was built at Battery Howe-Wagner ^A^ PA 1938-39), 
no location was provided in the reference 

■ The north end of the Parade Ground was leveled and grass was 

planted, as part of the WPA projects in the late 19303, so thai thia 
area could beused as a baseballfield (WPA 1938 87) 

■ Paths and parterre planting beds were laid out in the area 
south of HTtchcock Street east of the greenhouse, and 
additional work was done on repainng the greenhouse ["Install 
masonry ramps and pool at Green House" and "Greenhouse 
(214) replace broken window glaas, construct maaonry staira, 
paint") Although, theWPA reference provided only a limited 
description of this work, these features remain in place today, 
and the stone work is similar in appearance and workmanship to 
that in the other store features (walls, steps, paths) along Kobbe 
Avenue 

A searchlight repair gh op {No 1353) wai added to the southern 
edge of the industrial complex, located between Battery Saf- 
fold and Battery Dynamite, in 1939 
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circulation 

Vfehiculai Circulation 

Doyle Dffue [completed In 1 937) and the Park Presidio viaduct 
(complEted in 1939} were added to the landscape ThesetWo 
nevti roads were part of the Golden Gate Bridge circulation 
system and did not provide circulation within Fort Scott 

In 1935-1936, adnvedown to the dub fWool Courtjfrom Up- 
ton Avenue and a parl<ing lot [in approximately the same size 

and shape asthe present-day lot} were added 

A^ part of the ^anous WPA projects at Fort Scott, the following 
changes were made to the post's road system. 

■ Lincoln Boulevard waa widened from 10 feet to 22 feet 

■ The north end of Palalon Auenue was widened and paved. 

■ A short segment of road was built from the weatem end of 

Storey Avenue to Ralston Avenue This created a triangular- 
island between Lincoln Boulevard, Storey Avenue, and this 
new segmwit. This road was described as a "service road" to 
barrandis No 1208. 

■ The areas between the barracks Were graded and paved to 

provide parking 

■ The roads at Fort Scott were "upgraded." existing roads were 

widened from single- to double-laned, unpaved roads were 
paved, and "14,000 linear feet of safety fences" were built' 

■ The stone curbing on the north side of Kobbe Avenue was 
added as part of the 193B-39 WPA project (WPA 19^S-4D) 

Rod Road, an unpaved service road located behind (northeast) 
the row of three quarters (Nos 1263. 1266, and 1270} located 
on the northeast side of lower Storey Avenue, was in place hy 
1934 dnd was probably constructed to provide access to four 
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garages that were located here fthe^e are no longer extant} 

A service road, Appleton Street, was laid out behind (south) of 
the row of noncommissioned officers quarters on the south side 
of Ruckman and lower Storey avenue? The date of construc- 
tion for this road j^ not certain, but it was probably asEodated 
iftrth the construction of the first garages for this area. The road 
appears on aerial photographs from thi5 era (1 927, 1936, and 
1935} and on a 1934 map " 

Pedsstrlan Circulation 

During 193B and 1939, the pedestrian circulation system was 
enhanced as part ofthevariousWPA project? Thefolloifl/ing 
ipecific locations were fdentified as Qreas where "rubble ma- 
lonry Walls" were built: 

• In the N CO Oub parking area {Log Cabjn}, 

• fn the quartermaster parking area at Upton Avenue 

■ On south side of Kobbe Avenue in front of Ofhcer Quarters 

■ On south side of Kobbe Avenue near No. 1234 

■ At the Commander's Quarter? (No. I E37) and along Kobbe 
Aveniie. 

■ Concrete steps with "rubble masonry walla" Were buitt Upton 

A«enue down to the Officers Club. 

• Around the parking lot and on the side? of steps on the north 
aide of Kobbe Avenue near the Officer Qub 

■ At the Officer Club parking area 

■ At the community garden area (south of Hrtchcock Street) a path 
?y^em and improved access to the greenhouse were added 



The WPA records did not mention of the con at runrtion of the 
stone walls and path? around the tenn[s courts, the replace- 
ment of the boardwalk from Kobbe Avenue to Upton Avenue 
wrth stone walls, walk, and stalrsi or the construction of the 

stone bridge, that ?pans Dragonfly Creek However, their ap- 
pearance IS the same a? the other stone features that were built 
by the WPA and it seems reasonable to conclude that these 
features were constructed as part of the WPA projects '" 

Work was done on the concrete pedestrian circulation features 
as part of the 1938-39 WPA projects and included 

■ Repair to the existing concrete walks and ataira fin unspecified 

locations), 

■ Construction of "seven sets of concrete service steps on Kobbe 
Avenue^" and 

■ Con^ruction of concrete retaining walls [in unspecified 
Locations) 
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Vegetation Features 

New construction resulted in the removal of irees in areaf; that 
had previously been forested 

• The expansion of the nonconnrniaajoned officer quarters ajong 
ihe 30uth aide of lowe* Storey Avenue and Ruckman Avenue 

required the removal of a limited number of trees along the 

edge of the forest at this location. 

• The construction of the Park Presidio viaduct [State Highviiay 
I) and the interchange between Doyle Drive and Park Presidio 
{located |ust northeast of the noncommi33ioned officer housing 
on louver Storey Avenue) required the removal at trees along the 
constrijction corridor. 

Doyle Dnve Was burit jusl north of the new row of noncommis- 
sioned officer quarters on upper Storey Avenue The Army 
used WPA funds to "landscape" the area? that bordered the 
north and louth sidea of the viaduct, vuhere it passed through 
the northern portion of Fort Scott. The WPA records described 
this work aa involving the: 

. . . portion of military reservation surrounded by 
Lincoln Boulevard and Storey Aveniie, and containing 

approiimately 2bA acres. Work consists of excavation, 
borrow and fill, covering portion a Vtr|th top soil, planting 
grass, trees and shrubbery, sodding slopcng and terracing 
banks, ai\ Vtr|thout changing the natural contour of the 
area (WPA 193B: 93). 



The Army took advantage of the funding provided 
through the WPA to enhance the visual appearance of 
Fort Scott. The WPA records described this work aa 
"landscaping 5 gardening," "trim top & fell trees," and 
"haul & burn brush S debns" vjithout providing any de- 
tails or locations tor this vjork (WPA 1939) 



Water Features 

The Army took advantage of the WPA funding to under- 
take "general repairs to drtches, culverts, gutters, and 
catch basins;" the locations for this Work virere not identi- 
fied in the WPA records {WPA 1959) 

A small, stone reflecting pool orfountam uuas built by the 
WPA in the community gardens area (WPA 1939). 
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World War II (1941-1945) 



Summary of the Key Events That Shaped the Cultural Landscape 

By World War II, "the fifty-year-old Endicott batteries 
were becoming obsolete, especially after the United 
State's victory at the Battle of the Midway in 1942 
when the threat of a Japanese invasion of the West 
Coast faded" (Thompson 1997: 413). 
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n 1943, 5rx batteries at Fort Scott were disarmed, and their 
□ Ntdated gun? were salvaged for wartime 5crap drives {NPS 
1999Chapter2 2E)- the hattenen induded Battenea Saffold, 
ChambeHaln, Godfrey, Cranston, Stot^enberg-McKinnon, and 
Crosby [all but Battery Saffold are outside of (he 5tudy area of 
the Fort Scott CLA) At Fort Scott, only Battery Chamberlain 
remained armed 

During World War H, the command center for the Harbor De- 
feme Command Post/Harbor Entrance Command Po5l [HDCP/ 
HECP)wHB located al Battery Dynamite [NPS 199? Chapter 2 
37) From here "army and navy senior staff coordinated their 
resources both to defend the bay against enemy 5ea orair at- 
tach (the Army^ role) and also to track and coordinate all ship- 
ping traffic in and out of the Golden Gate (the na^/y's reapon- 
sibility}" (NFS Seacoa&t Defense - Fortress San Francisco) A 
50-caliber machine gun was mounted on top of the battery as 
part of the antiaircraft defenae at Fort Scott (Thompaon 1997 
472) 



Summary of Changes to the 
Cultural Landscape During World 
Warn 

Spatial Oiganlzation 

Although, the three distinct building clusters (Parade Ground, 
Kobbe Avenue officer quarters area, and noncommissioned 
officer quarters to the east of the Parade Ground) remained, 
the addition of new buildings during World War II infilled open 
areas that had previously provided a degree of separation 
between thege areas 

The new warehouse area south of Applelon Street and build- 
ings added along Upton Avenue {an the east side of the Parade 

Ground) resulted in the blending of the non-commissioned 
officer quarters and service/industnal areas on the east side of 
the Parade Ground Also, the presence of additional pavement 
and the loss of trees on the south side of the quarters area con- 
tnbuted to this alteration of the spatial organization. 

The new World War II buildings (and associated roads and 
parking features) filled in the area between the riorth end of the 
Parade Ground and Doyle Dnve 

Topography 

There uuere minor topographic alterations related to leveling 
building sites and constructing Wright Loop, the new road that 
led to the new ofJiceT quarters that was built south of Hitchcodc 

Street 

The sloping grade in the area south of Appleton Street was 

leveled into a senes of three terraces to create building srtesfor 
the group of warehouses that were built at this location in 1941 
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Clusters and Buildings/ Structures 

Many ofthebuilding? constructed at Fort Scott ^ere typical 
of those constructed at militaiy bases throughout the country 
during World War II TheEe buildings Were based on ^andand 
plans designed for qurck, inexpensive constructron iJiat could 
be sited anywhere and were stripped of most archrtectural 
details The utilitarian appearance of these buildings contrasted 
with the architectural character of the original Fort Sc;otE build- 
ings. 

North of the Parade Ground: 

■ A group of support buildings [a theater [No 13B7J, a chape[ [Ho 
13871, and a nursery [No. 139D]) uuere added on the nofth side of 
!^orey Avenue. 

■ To the east of thi^ area, the noncommissioned officer open mes^ 

annB]< (No 1299), known as the Log Cabin, uva^ destroyed by a 
fire in 1942, however rt ^as rebufltthat same year 



The following were added to the existing officer quart en area 

along Kobbe Avenue 

• A new road -Wright Loop - provided access to the new officer 
quarters [No 1332) that ^as built by the Golden Gate Bridge 
District aa compensation for quarters that were destroyed during 
the con^ruction of the bndge The new residence, built m 1943, 
mrxed elements of the Modern and Mission or Spanish Colonial 
Revival styles 

• In 1941, two garages (Nos. T-iU9 and 1321 ) were added to the 
existing row along Hitchcock Street, and a five-niar garage (No. 
1325} was built directly across from the a 3imi[ar garage [No 

1 327} that had been built the previous year on Wisser Court. All 
of these garages were used hy officers living in the quarters on 
Kobbe Avenue 

• In 1941 , a wood^rame structure, used as bachdoj officer 

quarters [No 1347), 7jas built on Green nough Avenue Just west 
of the Commanding Officer Quarters 



In the area east of the Parade Ground. 

■ Four multi-car garages [Nos 1246, 1247, 12^, 125U} were built 
on theaoulh side of Appleton Street; these garages were for 
the noncommissioned officer quarters along Ruckman and lower 
Jitorey avenues 

■ Several small buildings fa gas station ENo 1221 J, a po^ e:^change 
warehouse [No 1225], and a post office [No 1237]) were built in 
the area to the east of the Parade Ground along Upton Avenue 

■ To the south of the newly-constructed Appleton Street, trees 
were removed, the sloping grade was leveled into a series of 
terraces, and four warehouses were built (a post e;^ change utility 
warehouse [No 1241) and three quartermaster storehouses [Nos 
1242,1243,1244]). 



In the officer recreation area on the north side of Kobbe Av- 
enue, a new double tennis court (No 1333}, that replaced the 
existing courts, was builtto the east of the officer club 

Three struct urei were added to the industrial area between 
Battenes Saffold and Dynamite two ordnance repainhops 
(Nos 1355 and 1357) and a boilerhouse{No 1359) A build- 
ing for an indoor shooting range (No 1369) was constructed 
|ust north of Battery Dynamrte. 
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Cliculatlon 

A new road - Wright Loop -uua^ builtto provide acce55 to the 
neuuly constructed officer quarters {No 1332) This neuu road 
began at the aoulh end of Uplon Avenue and e>rtended south 
of Hitchcock Street 

There were new intern hI Eervice roads in the new warehouse 
area south of Applet on Street; the^e roads connected to the 
main Fort Scott road system at the intersection of Appleton 
Street and Ruckman Avenue The new roads had concrete gut- 
ters. 

New pauement Waa added in the area north of Storey Avenue 
{north of the Parade Ground) A parking lot was built to the 
east of the theater [No. 1387). At the Log Cabin [No. 1299), 
there was short cuJ-de-sac that began at Storey Avenue and 
provided access to the parking lot, h: continued north and 
dead-ended just south of Doyle Drive. 

Vegetation 

A portion of the Presidio forest was removed south of Appleton 
Street for the construction of the four new warehouses The 
removal of these trees removed the sense of enclosure that 
the forest had provided to the quarters area along Ruckman 
Avenue and lower Storey Avenue With the removal of these 
trees, the views from the backs of these houses now looked 
directly into the warehouse area 

Trees were also removed to create an oval-shaped open area 
for the construction of Wnght Loop and the new general officer 
family quarters {No 1332) New trees were planted along the 
northeast edge of Wright Loop to replace a portion of the trees 
that were removed The pollarded row of sycamore tree;], lo- 



cated along the north side of Wisser Court, date from this same 
general period and may have been planted to provide screen- 
ing between Hitchcock and Wisser [trees were cut in thii area 
to accommodate the construction of Wnght Loop). 




R3cGr.L'c.mtii=Gold=nG;aleEildg^, c I04j 



64 Fort Scott: A Cultural Lcmdscape Assessment 




Plnnof Fl.Scxill, 1941-1945 d QTflap m Snl 

BuUdlngr; r^hown ia red wbtb coDBUucl&ti In lEil^ Hme peilal 



Historic Development 65 



Post-1945 Era 



Summary of the Key Events That Shaped the Cultural Landscape 

Following the end of World War II, San Francisco's 
seacoast fortifications system "entered a final stage 
in which it became solely a means of defending 
against air attack and not against ships" (NPS 1999 
Chapter 2: 28). Beginning in 1954, 12 permanent 
launch sites for the Nike anti-aircraft missile system 
were constructed throughout the San Francisco sea- 
coast fortification system. One of these, SF-89 or Bat- 
tery Caulfield/ was located on the southern portion of 
Fort Scott (outside of the study area for the Fort Scott 
CLA). 

67 



The advent of mi55iles and long-range bombers had rendered 
the batteries obsolete. In 1947, a\\ of the artillery of the sea- 
coast defense? were declared surplus, except for new 6Hnc;h 
and 16^^ch guns Then in 1 943, the 16-incb guna were bIbo 
declared obsolete, and by 1950, all of the weapons had been 
removed from the batteries in San Francisco's seacoast fortifica- 
tion system The disarmed batteries were used in a uanety of 
other ways (dormitories, storage, or air raid shelters] or some- 
timesjust left unused and abandoned At Fort Scott, three 
of Battery Howe-Wagner's four pits were cowered wrth dirt to 
create a hill ouerthe battery ' Only prt A, remains uncovered 
and visjble. Dunng at Jeast a portion of the Cold War, Battery 
Howe-Wagner was designated as an air raid shelter for civilians 
Additionally, over the years trees (primarily pines) were either 
allowed to grow oruuere planted on top of the hill that now 
coven the majority of the battery {NPS 1999 Chapter 2: 39 and 
Thompson 1997 414) 

The U S Army's Coast Artilleiy School was transferred from Fort 
Monroe, Virginia to Fort Scott in 1 946 However, the school 
only operated for a short time, and in 1 950, the Coast Artillery 
disappeared as a separate arm of the military. In 1 956, Fort 
Scott loot its status as an independent post and became, once 
again, a sub-post of the Presidio (NPS2CX]6h) 

The construction and alterations to the physical features at Fort 
Scott were minor after World War 11 but continued the trend 
of infilling that further eroded the spatial organization in the 
original plan for Fort Scott 

• In the 19503, a cold storage warehouse (Nio 1296), two paint 
storage ^ructures (Nos 1370 and 1 371}, and a flammable 
storage ^ructure {No 1373) were built In 1951 , a fire destroyed 
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officer quarters No. 1290-B on upper 5torey Avenue Playing 
fields were installed at the end of the Parade Ground dunngthe 
195Q9 (Thompson 1997: 516), this may refer to impinvements 
to the baseball field, that had been added to the north end 
of the Parade Ground in the late 1930s, and to the addition of 
basketball courts 

■ In the 19603, the following were added to Fort Scott a softball 
field (No. 1215}, a yolleyball court [No 1222), an electric power 
plant(No 122S), a storage 3hed [No 1232), a diesel fuel tank 
INo l^UJ, a motor repair shop {No 1 J51 ), a garden tool 
ahed (No. 1 386}, and a flammable storage structure (No 1^8) 
(Thompson 1997 532) 

• In the 19703, a fue[ storage tank [No. 1264), a publictoilet [No 
1286), and a chemical training facility [No. 1397) Were built 
(Thompson 1997 532) 

After over 2CX) year? of active service, the Presidio was placed 
on the base closure list a? part of the 1989 Base Realignment 
and Closure Act.' "In October 1994, the U S Army lowered its 
flag forthe la&t time, and the Presidio was transferred to the 
National Park Service and became part of the Golden Gate 
National Recreation Area. Because ofthe former post's city- 
llke infraslructuFe, its neaHy BOO bujtdings, and itE eHpansive 
cultivated forest and natural areas, funding the Presidio's opera- 
tion and long-term care was much more costly than traditional 
parks. In 1 996, Congress devised a management and funding 
model Unique among national parks, and created the Presidio 
Trust to preserve the Presidio's resources The Presidio Trust 
manages the Presidio's interior lands [known as Area B), this 
area includes Fort Scott ' 

A more detailed analysis of the changes in Fort Scott's cultural 
landscape after Worid War II and its condition today js provided 
in thefollowing "Character-Defining Features" section. 
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character-defining features 



character-defining features 



This chapter provides an analysis of the development 
of landscape within each of the four planning areas; 
identifies the character-defining features within each; 
and provides an analysis of the integrity of these 
character-defining features. This information provides 
the foundation for the development of treatment rec- 
ommendations contained in the following chapter. 
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Summary of the Devel- 
opment at Fort Scott 

The prmaty period of development at Fort Scott occurred 
between IS 91 and 1940 It wa^ during this period of e^pan- 
sion that the cultural landscape on the western portion of the 
Presidio, the area that came to be Fort Scott, uuaa dramatically 
transformed 

This inclusive period — beginning with the National Expansion 
period and ending before the start of World War II — 1H91- 

1940 — constitutes the primary period dunng vuhich Fort Scott's 
cultural landscape was established The analysis, identification 
of character-defining features, and recommendations for treat- 
ment in this CLA are based on recognizing this primary pen od 
of significance for Fort Scott uuithin the overall period of signifi- 
cance {1776-1 945) for the Presidio of San Francisco NHLD 

The 1910 plan for Fort Scott, developed by the Army's Quarter- 
master Corps, established the design and planning framework 
forthe initial construction of the post and for rts subsequent 
development This plan was based on standard Army planning 
concepts of the period Buildings or facilities were grouped by 
function and were sited in response to existing conditions (the 
location of the seacoast fortifications, Lincoln Boulevard, the 
topography of the site, and the presence of the Presidio forest) 
and to the Army tradition of groupings facilities by function 
and in relationship to the hierarchy wrthin the post. A^ shown 
on the 1910 plan forthe post, there were three main building 
clusters, the Parade Ground, surrounded by building^ lerving 
Ft Scott's administrative functions, housing for enlisted men, 
and vanous support or service functions, housing for officers 



along Kobbe Avenue; and housing for the non-commissioned 
officers along Ruckman and Storey avenues Afourth area that 
provided tacilrties for officer recreation was developed later |ust 
north of the officer quarters in a ravine along Dragonfly Creek. 

The choices made related to archrtecture, circulation, and 
vegetation all contributed to the design and character of the 
post Buildings at the post were based on standard Army 
building types and plans However, the Army chose to use the 
Mission Revival ^y[e tor the core buildings surrounding the 
Parade Ground Elements of this style were used in the design 
of buildings throughout the post and helped to give Fort Scott 
a distinctive architectural character Road were laid out in 
response to the topography of the site. Thrs choice helped to 
determine the characteristic horseshoe-shaped Parade Ground 
and resulted in curving roads and corresponding alignment of 
the buildings in the quarters areas Pedestrian circulation was 
clearly delineated in a system of paths and was generally sepa- 
rated from the vehicular circulation. 

The Presidio forest played a key role in reinforcing the spatial 
organization within Fort Scott Prior to the construction of post, 
the Presidio forest covered most of the site Trees were selec- 
tively removed to allow for construction of the Parade Ground, 
roads and building. The forested area that remained created 
the edges or boundaries for each of the discrete areas and 
provided a buffer between the various land use areas From 
the beginning, the forest was a recognizable component of 
the character of Fort Scott. On a smaller scale, plantings were 
key components to establishing the character and feeling of 
particular areas Foundation plantings generally reflected the 
military preference for similarity and order within the landscape, 
and lawns were used to tie areas together and reflected the 
commonality of space around the buildings. 



The historic development of Fort Scott generally followed the 
1910 plan, and today each of the principle areas is still identifi- 
abfe and retains much of ill historic character The similarity 
of the architecture within each area, the repetition of features, 
and the orderly layout of circulation paths and planting beds, 
in addition to contributing to the character of each area, all 
represent military planning traditions. The arrangement of the 
buildings, alignment of the roads, continued presence of the 
majority of the character-defining features and materials, as vuel 
as the limited intrusion of new, n on -contributing features and 
materials are all factors in the retention of Fort Scott's identity 
and integrity. 

Ma|or changes at Fort Scott that occurred during or immediate- 
ly after the Penod of Significance and have altered the charac- 
ter of the original design include 

■ The construction of Doyle Drive and the Pari Presidio viaducts 
have altered Fort Scott'^ original connection to the bluffs and its 
visual and symbolic onentalion toward the bay. 

■ At all three of the battenes with the CLA study area (Elattenea 
Howe-Wagner, Saffold, and Dynamite), the growth of vegetation 
around and on the batteries has lessened the vi3ibility of these 
3trucTures and their related topographic features within the 
landscape A3 a resuh.the connection between Fort Scott and 
the seacoast fortifications i3 no longer readily apparent The 
existing overgrown condition of Batteries Howe-Wagner and 
Saffold limits the understanding of the hi stone function of each 
within the seacoast fortification system 

■ The apatial organization along Ralston and Upton avenues, 
east of the Parade Ground, has been altered by the addition 
of buildings and ^mall scale structures The extensive addition 
of pavement has resulted in a loss of the original darity of the 
□rculation routes 
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■ Four ^arehou^e^ were added to the area immediately souEh 
of the Puckman and Storey quarters area in 1941 Dunng 
initial construction phase of the post (19103), this area was lefl 
fore^ed. The ^en^e of enclosure and separation that this stand 
of trees provided to the non-commissioned officer quarters 
along Ruckman and Lower Storey avenues whs lost when this 
stand of trees wa3 removed to accommodate the construction 
of the ^varehouses As a result, there is no visual boundary 
or separation between the Fesid«itia[ neighborhood and the 
warehouse service area 



A more detailed analysis for each of the four planning areas ]s 
provided below 
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AREA 1 

The Parade Ground and 

Barracks 



Development of the Parade Ground 
and Barracks 

The Parade Ground planning area includes the horseshoe-ah^ped 

area defined by Ralston and Uplon avenues aswell asthe area 
located between Storey Avenue [at the north end of the Parade 
Ground) and Doyle Drive Fort Scott's two major open spaces {the 
Parade Ground and the Drill FiefdJ, rts administrative functions, the 
housing for enlisted men, and various support or service functions 
were located in this area 

Topography 

The sloping bluff between the Batteries Dynamite and Saffold {to 

the west) and Battery Howe-Wagner (to the east) was centrally 
located to the Coast Artillery's existing fortrfications {between the 
long line of batteries along the coast and the four inland batteries} 
This srte and its terrain provided sufficient space to construct Fort 
Scott's Parade Ground, thefun<:tior>al and symbolic center of the 
new post 

Topographrc rnodificalions south of Storey Avenue included 

■ Grading to create a uniform slope for the Parade Ground (sloping 
down from south to north and from west to ea^t). 

■ Grading [cut and fill) to accommodate the alignment of the new 
roads and to level building srtes 

■ Creating a sloping bankto accommodate the change In elevation 

behiveen Palaton Avenue {on the east side of the Parade Ground] 
and Upton Avenue 

Topographic modifications north of Storey Avenue included 

■ Grading to create a level area for the Drll Field. 



Spatial Organization and Buildings and 
Structures 

The buildings and associated spatial organization that were 
part of the 1910 plan for Fort Scott included the foJIowing 

• The buildings surrounding the Parade Ground established 
the spatial organization of this area The post's headquarters 

building and barracks were organized into a row to form a 
oop that created a horseshoe-shaped interior space (the 
Parade Ground) that opened tothe north This arrangement 
took a standard Army form [a Parade Ground lined with 
buildings} and adapted it to the enlisting topography of the 
site {and to the presence of Batteries Dynamite and Saffold to 
the west and Battery Howe-Wagner to the east) The result 
was that the core of the post was onented north toward the 
Bay 

• The Headquarters Building (No 1201) was located at the 
south end of the Parade Ground wrth rts front facing north. 
Because the north end of the Parade Ground was originally 
open with expansive views toward the Golden Gate and the 
Bay, this provided a powerful visual connenztion between Fort 
Scott's headquarters and its mission protecting the coastline, 
harbor, and entrance to the Bay Buildings that were a part 

of the inrtial construction phase of the post included the 
following the Headquarters Building {No 1201), Barracks 
(Nos 1202, 1203, 1204, 1205, 1206, 1207, 1208, 1214, 1216, 
1217, and I2l8), and the Guardhouse (No I2l3) 

• The uniform spadng of the buildings (the distance they were 
set back from the Parade Ground and the space between 

buildings} as well as their uniform appearance (scale, height, 
massing, matenala, and archrtectural detailing) were ma|or 
components of the Parade Ground's identity. 
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• The unrform spacea betuveen the buildjng3 allowed for views 
from the Parade Ground (o the surrounding landscape and 
provided a visual connedjon with the batteries. Originally, 
there i^ere no buildings along the northeastern edge, between 
Barracks 1214 and 1216, roughly at the intersection of Ruckman 
and Ralston avenues. This space allowed for signifi<:ant views 
out to the Bay, toward the dty to the east, and to Battery Howe- 
Wagner 

■ A second tier of buildings, arranged in a row that waa parallel to 
the Parade Ground buildings, were located along Upton Avenue 
(with entrances facing Upton) These buildings housed support 
functions and their location to the rear of the Parade Ground 
buildings was an expression of the hierarchy between function 
and location found on most Army posts The following buildings 
were part of the inrtial construction phase along Upton Avenue 
the Quartermaster Storehouse [hJo. 1 219), the Infirmary [No. 
l224),andtheExchangeGym(No I22G). 

■ There were no buildings north of Storey Ayenue in the I9l0 plan 

Circulation Features 

Lincoln Boulevard and Storey Avenue were already in place 
when construction began at Fort Scott, and these two roads 
were incorporated into the layout of the new post. Lincoln 
Boulevand formed an outer loop along the north bluffs [over- 
looking the Bay) and continued south along the coastline 
Storey Avenue cut across the north end of the Parade Ground 
and separated it from the Drill Field area. 

The new circulation system that was constructed at the Parade 
Ground delineated both Vehicular and pedestrian access and 

was laid out to correspond to the location of the buildings 
around the penmeler of the Parade Ground and in response to 
the topography of the s:te. 
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Vehicular circulation was confined to the perimeter of the neift 
Parade Ground 

• Ralaton Avenue provided access (o the rear of the buildings 
that lined theParade Ground and so waa laid out in a loop 
parallel these buildings (and to the Parade Ground) Its we^t end 
intersected ^vrth Lincoln Boulevard (lhi3 resulted in a tnangular- 
ahaped island between Lincoln Boulevard and Ralston Avenue), 
and its east end interaected uvrth Storey Avenue 

■ Becauae of the alope inthe area of the Parade Ground, the 
second row of buildings was located at a lower elevation (than 
the Parade Ground). Upton Avenue uvas laid out, roughfy parallel 
to the east side of Ralaton Avenue but at this loviier elevation to 
provide access to the fronts of the second row of buildings Its 
south wid intersected with the north-aouth segment of Upton 
Avenue, and it ended at Rucknian Avenue (Later the road was 
Wlended north to Storey Avenue ) Upton Poad provided a 
clear delineation between this central core of the post and the 
forested areata the eaal 

• The narrow drive in front of the Headquarters Building 
connected at its west end to Greenough Avenue and at its east 
end to the north-gouth segment of Upton Avenue. 

A system of concrete sidewalks was laid out to provide for 
pedestrian circulation: 

• The primary pedestrian path was a continuous concrete sidewalk 
that outlined the perimeter of the Parade Ground There were 
ahort connections betuveen this sidewalk and the front entnes of 
the barracks buildings The Parade Ground sidewalk was wider 
than secondary paths 

• The I9l0 plan showed that two secondary paths were planned 
to provide east-to-wesi access across the Parade Ground. Theae 
two secondary paths were shown in a linear alignment that was a 
pragmatic reaponseto providing the most direct route between 
two points (in this case movement across the Parade Ground) 



The southern path intersected on the west side with the Parade 
Ground sidewalk between Barracks 1204 and 1206, steps pro- 
vided a connection to the Parade Ground sidewalk The east 
side connected to the Parade Ground sidewalk at the north end 
of Barracks 1216 This sidewalk continued east along the north 
end of Barracks 121 6 and pastthe north side of the Post Ex- 
change [Mo. 1226) to connect to the sidewalk along the south 
side of Ruckman Avenue (that led to the noncommissioned of- 
ficer quarters) This path across the Parade Ground was labeled 
as a boardwalk on the 1910 plan but was later replaced with a 
concrete sidewalk. 

The second east -to-west sidewalk intersected on the we^t 
side with the Parade Ground sidewalk between BarrackB 1207 
and 1203 and ended on the east side at the north end of the 
Parade Ground. It does not appear that this northern path was 
ever bulk since itwas not 3ho^^n on subsequent map a of the 
poit- 

Vegetatlon 

Presidio Foiest 

The Presidio foreit was a critical part of the design for the 

Fort Scott's Parade Ground. When construction started on 

the Parade Ground in 1 909, the forest covered the area south 
Ruckman Avenue and east of Lincoln Boulevard Treei were 
removed to create an open expanse for the Parade Ground 
The remaining forest framed the area around the new Parade 
Ground and oriented views out toward the Bay and GoJden 
Gate 

Oiiginal Planting Scheme 

The Conslructmg Quartermaster's 1910 plan forPort Scott indi- 
cated the location of the buildings and the layout of the roads 



and sidewalks However, the guidelines for the use of plant 
materials at the post were developed by the post's Board of 
OfWcers and described in a memo dated July 1 912. Thri memo 
provided recommendations related to the location and appear- 
ance of lawns, trees, and ornamental plants and reflected the 
Army's concern with uniformity and order in the landiicape The 
change to grass was made at an unknown date 

LavLTi? 

Originally, the Parade Ground was orled and sanded, rather 

than planted wrth grass. The reasoning behind this was that 

grass was considered impractical to maintain, since a lawn 
would require irrigation and gophers were a problem 

Grass lawns were located 1) between the front of the Parade 
Ground buildings and the sidewalk in front of these buildings 
and 2] between the buildings By planting grass and maintain- 
ing a lawn, a setting was provided for the barracks and the 
Headquarters Building, and the ground plane surrounding 
these buildings contrasted with that of the Parade Ground 
Additionally, the lawns, along with the buikJmgs and Parade 
Ground sidewalk, contributed to the border that framed the 
Parade Ground On a practical level, the grass areas immedi- 
ately adjacent to the Parade Ground buildings helped to lessen 
the problem of sand and dust blowing around (and into) the 
buildings. 

The bank located between the outside of Ralston Avenue and 
the buildings along Upton Avenue was planted with grass Ad- 
ditionally, grass lawns were maintained around the buildings 
along Ralston and Upton avenues and provided a landscape 
setting for these building;^ 

The Drill Field, located north of Storey Avenue north of the 

Parade Ground, was seeded and maintained as turf. 
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Trees 

The Board of Officers recommended that "a row af eucalyp- 
tus" be planted on the Parade Ground "opposite the intervals 
between the buildings" about 30 feet in front of the line made 
by the sidev^alk Although pines were eventually planted in 
this arrangement, initially, Condylme australis were planted 
in a loosely defined row around the perimeter of the Parade 
Ground, 

Acacia and low-grcwlng trees and shrubs wer^ planted along 
the eroded siopes to the north of Drill Field. The trees were 

part of the recommendations of the Board of Officers memo, 
however, the board noted that these trees should not be al- 
lowed to grouu tall enough to obstruclthe view of the Bay. 

Foundation Beds 

The 1912 Board of Officers memo suggested that a hedge of 
red geraniums be planted around the edge of the lawn areai 
around the barracks Ratherthan this arrangement, the earliest 
photographs show a row of low vegetation [that could be ge- 
raniums) planted along the foundations of the Parade Ground 
buildings Some photographs also show wood trellises on the 
front facade of the barracks [probably for flowering vines). The 
varieties of plants and arrangement along the foundations ap- 
pear to have changed through theyear^ However, the founda- 
tions wert typically arranged in either a row or a small group of 
low shrubs. In some of the photographs, the entries to build- 
ings were framed by a shrub on either side of the entrance 

Today, only remnants of the foundation plantings around the 
Parade Ground buildings remain in place, and the foundation 
treatment varies from building to building. The remaining 
plants do not have the appearance of a deliberate design and 

do contribute to the repetition of features and the unrform ap- 
pearance that was part of the Parade Ground image 



Small-Scale Featuies 

Historical photographs providethe basic source of informa- 
tion on the small-scale features that were a part of the Parade 
Ground landscape, and these photographs show a number 
of features that were typical of Army posts. A flagpole was 
located m front of the Headquarters Building. A circular area 
around the flagpole was defined by cannon balls, and cannons 
were placed around this circle Other artillery -related objenzts 
were used to mark the intersections of sidewalks. 

An open concrete gutter was laid out parallel to the inside of 
the Parade Ground sidewalk On the west side of the Pa- 
rade Ground, this gutter was located at the base of the slope 
between the sidewalk and Parade Ground On the east side 
(where there was no slope), the gutter was located next to the 
inside of the sidewalk. 
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Character-Defining Features of the 
Parade Ground and Barracks 

Character deJinjng leBtures of the Pfir^de Ground rncludethe 
folfowing 

Topographic Modltlcations 

1 A large cent rally- located Parade Ground uniformly graded to 
ilope doAn from south -to -north and from west -to-east 

?. Along the West aide of the Parade Ground, the trans Jtion 

behveen the elevation of the Parade Ground and that of the 
perimeter sidewalk is accommodated with a uniformly graded 
bank 

3. Changes in elevation along the edge of the west gide of Palston 
Avenue are accommodoted with a low concrete retaining wall. 

4. Til e transition in elevation between Ralston Avenue and Upton 
Avenue is accommodated with a graded bank and low retaining 
walls at the base of the bank 

Spatial Oiganlzation and Bulldlngs/Structuies 

1. A horseshoe shaped row of buildings defined the perimeter of 
the Parade Ground with buildings on three sides and an open 
north end. The alignment of the buildings results in both a 
unrform set back from the Parade Ground and uniform spacing 
between the buildings The buildings are similar in scale, 
massing, and height and have a consistent appearance all have 
charadenstica and detailing associated with the Spanish Revival 
ityle, are painted off-whrte, and have red-tile roofs The key 
feature is the open configuration of the north end of the parade 
ground, whr<:h defines the parade ground's orientation to the 
Bay and GateGate 

2. A second row of buildings along Upton Avenue reinforces the 
alignment of the Parade Ground buildings and have the same 
consistent appearance all have charactenstics and detailing 
associated with the Spanish Revival style, are painted off-whrte, 
and have red-tile roofs 



3. The alignment for the major circulation features [Ralston 
Avenue and the Parade Ground sidewalk) reinforces the 
spatial organization of the Parade Ground and its buiJdings. 

Vehicular Circulation 

Paved roads {Ralston and Upton avenues] correspond to 

the alignment of the building? around the Parade Ground 
and to the topography of the arte Roadg provide vehicular 
access without intruding onto the Parade Ground Edges 
of the roads are defined by low concrete retaining Wads or 
concrete curbs. 

Pedestrian Circulation 

Pedestrian circufation is separated from the vehicufar cir- 
culation While the pedestrian circulation path^ are often 
parallel in alignment to roadways, they are distinguished 
from the vehicular circulation by their location and materials. 
Concrete is the primary matenal used for pedestrian circula- 
tion features. 

The pedestrian circulation is provided by concrete side- 
walks, with grade changes accommodated by concrete 
steps The primaiy pedestrian circulation route is a sidewalk 
located around the penmeter of the Parade Ground and 
provides connections to the front entrances of the barracks 
and the Headquarters Building 

Secondary paths provide access^ 1) across the Parade 
Ground and onginally connected to the Ruckman Avenue 
sidewalk and 2) along the side of Upton Avenue 

The primary pedestrian route, around the perimeter of the 
Parade Ground, is wider than the lecondary paths. 



Vegetation Features 

A mass of tall trees (part of the Presidio forest) is located south of 
the Parade Ground These trees frame the Parade Ground and 
focuE views northward 

The planting scheme 1) reinforces the horseshoe-shaped form 
of the Parade Ground, 2] distinguishes the Landscape around the 

barracks and the headquarters building from that of the Parade 
Ground {and originally highlighted the distinct functions of these 
features), 3) creates a setting for the buildings, 4) includes a plant- 
ed area that separated the buildings from the circulation features^ 
and 5) reinforces the military standard of a uniform and orderly 
appearance next to buildings 

Character-defining features included 

1 Unrform surface on the Parade Ground e (originally oiled and 
sanded, later planted with grass) 

7- Grass lawn between the Parade Ground sidewalk and the front of 
the barracks and between the barracks 

3 Grass lawn between the Parade Ground sidewalk and the front of 
the Headquarters Building and around the sides and rear of this 
building 

4. Trees planted around the perimeter of the Parade Ground and in 
groups in front of the spaces betvjeen the barracks 

5. Uniform foundation plantings along the front and sides of the 
buildings facing the Parade Ground. Plants arranged in rows of 

low vegetation or in small groups of plants at the corners and the 
entrances of buildings Entrances accented or framed with shrubs. 

6 A lawn or planted area around the secondary buildings {along 
Ralston and Upton avenues) to provide a separation from the 

pavement 
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Small-Scale Features 

1 A concrete gi/tler located around the perimeter of the Parade 
Ground on the inside of the 3idewalk (east side of Parade Ground} 
or at the base of the aJope next to this sidewalk [west aide of Parade 

Ground) 

I. A flagpole located at the aouth end of the Parade Ground in front of 
the Headquarters Building 

3 Presence of cannons, cannon baJh, or other artillery as decorative or 

c Dm mem o rativ e feat u res. 




I 5 TVplcal Glds^bVoit and lounilatlon planting adjacent lo Pa- 
rade Giound Bulidlngs 

1 IC 1119 character ol [^Qcundar/ cliculotlon reoturBB Imvs bean 
otttcuied by Inter niDdlD canons 



I II Dzamage Channel 

I 12 Vie'/i ol Upton and RalElon Street thowlna Tio^j' extensive pa\']ng 
hn& otficured the Dlle circulation ijy&lem The addition or temporary 
dructuret during the WWII period hat obucured the clanr/ or the 
tpaiml strucmuQ 
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Integrity of the Character-Defining 
Features 

Topographic Modifications 

Today, alt hough the current topogrdphy dFound the Parads 

Ground generally reflects the condition? established during 
the construction of Fort Scott in the 1910s, there have been 
changsi. 

• The most noticeable change to the topography is due to the 

introduction of the baseball field and basketball courts at the 
north end of the Parade Ground The slope was cut on the west 
ajde and fill was added to the east side to create a level playing 
field. This change in topography is confined to the north end of 
the Parade Ground. 

This change was undertaken during the period of signrficance 
and have not significantly altered the topographic characteriB- 
tic5 of the 1910 plan. 



T Thebcikfi^^Eivbded a bbctan ilh iliop <nJo l!ll1 ^ QuzrEam^olas Sup .nl PnH 
SuplNii I J27h kni^lAl la the rurlTi ^plI*^ cpI Ruckni^i Aiau? n Hie a-^d Lflmten 

A-aueal IE: ib<lli laW Imtl^ Nlh I I'iU d t^-l^m , i^yJ -ijvb:)! ^ri:^ll ^ui-i? lail s«ul1u>^ 

1 Dung Wo-kE Wa- 1, If^o caAsmtenb h>^»e bulll no-lh si ti¥ nlffruclicm of Sla^ 

A.Eiuea'iJLiv:[ihBiJuh!v^d<nllx:afCbiD>HY>e^Hjrili?DnllFielifl Mi-lUb dI iriete 

cLsUaa hod J bsliY] ■li}f3LlHJ'i iTk: LihlH^e aiJ i^ai? naUclMnl tkn rlt| ib |J49-pJl] III 

'.l^ldlLldkl? 



Spatial Oiganlzatlon and Buildings/ Structuies 

Today, the original buildings remain in place, but there have 
been some alterations to the spatial organization of the Parade 
Ground area. 

■ There is a recreational complex atthenortfi end of the Parade 

Ground A baseball field wai added to this area in the late 1930s 
(and a more informal baseball diamond is visible on a 1927 aerial 
photograph) The basketball courts, a bathroom facility (No 
12S6}, the fencing for both the basketball courts and the baseball 
field, and the lights for the baseball field were added aflerthe 
period of significance These features clutter and truncate the 
views along the Parade Ground's north-south ai-is In fact, the 
bathroom structure {No 12S6) is located directly on this a<ia/ 
aightlme with the front of the Headquarters Building. 

• The views from the Parade Ground to the surrounding area are 

blocked by the pines that are located (on the Parade Ground} 
in front of the intervals between the barracks (These trees are 
planted in locations that i^ere specified in the Board of Officers 
I9l2 memo on vegetation |seethe vegetation section for more 
discussion]] 

■ By the end of World War I, buildings that were added to the 
open area betuveen Rafston Avenue and the west side of Battery 
Howe-Wagner had created a separate cluster of buildings ' By 
World War II, Upton Avenue extended into this area, creating a 
second through -street on the east side of the Parade Ground 
Today, some of these buildings are no longer standing, but due 
to the e^ent of ihe pavement [at the north end of Ralston and 
Upton avenues) there is a confusing circulation sysl^n and a [ack 
of any spatial organization Additionally, there is no cohesive 
archrtectural character for this group of buildings In summary, 
this expansion of facilities along the east side of the Parade 
Ground has altered the original plan for the central core at Fort 
Scott. 



■ During World War II, war-related facilrties were added to the 
area north of Storey Avenue These included a theater (No 
13B70. achapel{No 13B9), and a nursery [No 1390} These 
buildings remain in place today and are examples of WoHd War 
II temporary, wood-frame construction. The appearance of these 
buildings does not relate to the overall architectural character of 
the Parade Ground Additionally, the arrangement of this group 
of buildings (and the related paved areas} does not relate to the 
original spatial organization of the Parade Ground Due to their 
location on the north side of Storey Avenue and the sloping 
topography of this area, this group of World War II buildings is 
not visible from the Parade Ground, this limrts the direct impact 
□f this area on the Parade Ground.' 

The Log Cabin (No 1299} is located at the eastern edge of this 
area, north of Storey Avenue. However, its location does not 
impad: the original spatial organization of the Parade Ground 
area 

• Fort Scotia original connection to the bluffs and its orientation 

toward the bay are no longer apparent and have all practice 
purposes been permanently altered. Doyle Drive separated 
the post from the bluffs to the north and ended the role of this 
geographical feature in delineating the north end of the post. 
The presence of Doyle Drive obscured the original views from 
the Parade Ground to the bay and severed the visual connection 
to it and the Golden Gate. The trees that were planted along the 
south side of this structure were planted to screen viev^s of Doyle 
Drive but now frame the north end of this area (much as the 
Presidio forest does on the south end). 

Even though most of these changes occurred during the 
Presidio NHLD's period of significance, they have resulted in 
alterations to the characteristics that defined the original spatial 
organization and intent ofthel910 plan. 
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ClTculatlon Featuies 

Today, Ral[;ton and Upton avenues remain in place Upton Av- 
enue now extends north to Storey Avenue, and all of the roada 
are wider than when they were onginally laid out. 

The Parade Ground aidew^lk and the sidewalk acroa the 
Parade Ground remain in place. However, in !iome places the 
concrete \s damaged due to settling or upheaval Additionally, 
there is no longer an intact, continuous sidewalk connection to 
Ruckman Avenue east of Barracks 1216dueto the addition of 
paving in thia area^ 

A new sidewalk was added across the Parade Ground at the 
south end of the baaebafi court {between 1 942 and 1943} 

{today rt is located between the south end of the baseball court 
and the north side of the basketball courts) Concrete steps 
provide a connection to the Parade Ground aidewatk on the 
we?t side This srdewalk is compatible {in alignment, width, 
and matenafs) to the original east -west sidewalk 

An addrtional new segment of sidewalk was laid out at a 45- 
degree angle to provide a connection to the sidewalk on the 
south side of No 1239 (north side of Ruckman Avenue) Since 
there is no longera sidewalk in front of No. T239oralDngthe 
north aide of Ruckman Avenue {due to the spread of paving in 
this area}, this angled connection no longer serves any purpose 

Pavement has been added to the sides of roads and around 
and between buildings to provide additional areas for park- 
ing In general where asphah: has been added, vegetation has 
been removed Examples of this include the area between 
the barracks buildings, around all of the buildings along Upton 
Avenue, at west end of Storey Avenue where Ralston Avenue, 
Lincoln Boulevard, and Storey Avenue intersect. Additionally, 



the original clarity of the circulation routes and the distinction 
between the pedestnan and vehicular environments are less 
evident The increased dominance of pavement has ahered 
the character of the Parade Ground area and has resulted in the 
loss of the landscape setting around the buildings on Upton 
Avenue The formally planned design and interaction of the 
landscape, sidewalks, and roads now appears to be more of an 
ad-hoc landscape dominated by parking. The predominance 
of pavement undermines the dear structure and intent of the 
I910plan 

Large portions of the area immediately north of Storey Avenue 
have been paved These additions, while unattractive, have 
limited impact on the Parade Ground plan. This area [originally 
the location of the Drill Field) has always ftjnctioned separately 
from the Parade Ground's roads/sidewalks {south of Storey) 
Additionally, duetothedrop m elevation (north of Storey Av- 
enue), this area is not directly visible from the Parade Ground 

Thetrangular-island located at the west end of Storey Avenue 
{created when a short segment of road was built in the 1930s 

to connect Storey with Ruckman) has been paved This han re- 
sulted in a large paved area at this major entrance to Fort Scott 

Vegetation Featuies 

PresicJio Foiest 

Today, the trees of the Presidio forest are still a visible presence 

south of the Parade Ground 

Lawns 

Today, lawns are still a major vegetation feature, but some of 
the areas that were Griginally planted with grass are now paved 
over. This has oticurred in the areas between the barrHcks 



and around the buildings on Ralston and Upton avenues The 
Drill Field no longer exists; this area is currently the location of 
WorkJ War II era buildings and a large paved area. 

The Parade Ground was eventually seeded, and, today, the ap- 
pearance of the ground plane around the barracks and Head- 
quarters Building is similarto that of the Parade Ground The 
condition [lack of maintenance) of the lawns has also contrib- 
uted to this lack of distinction 

Trees 

Today, most of the cordy lines around the edge of the Parade 
Ground are gone, and the ones that remain are in poor condi- 
tion and near the end of their life span Groups of pines remain 

in front of the spaces between the barracks {It is not clear 
exactly when these pines were planted, but they are compat- 
ible with the original planting recommendations in the Boaid of 
Officers' 1 912 memo ) While these pines screen uiewsfrom the 

Parade Ground to the paving lots located between the bar- 
racks, they also block views out to the batteries 

Today, the grass Drill Field and open character of the area north 
of Storey Avenue no longer remain, and this area is heavily 
vegetated The vegetation that was added around the build- 
ings and along the north edge of Storey Avenue is overgrown 

and does not appearto have been maintained for a number of 
years 

The trees that were planted along the side of Doyle Dnvewere 
not a part of the original planting scheme for the post, but they 
are consistent with the characteristic of using vegetation to 

defmethe edges of spatial areas on (he post In effect, theie 
trees provide a framing for the north end of the Parade Ground 
{much as the Presidio forest trees do on the south end) 
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Foundation Plantings 

Today, onfy remnants of the foundation planting !i around the 
Parade Ground buildings remain in place, and the founda- 
tion treatment varies from huHdJng to building The remain- 
ing plants do not hauethe appearance of a deliberate design 
and detract from the unrform appearance that was part of the 
Parade Ground's onginal image (and an expression of the Army 
value of order in the landscape) 

Small-Scale Features 

Today, the flagpole and the vanous cannons and cannon ball 

features have all been removed from the Parade Ground. 

The open concrete gutter around the Parade Ground remaini 

in place although sections of it are covered with dirt {and may 

be missing) 




I. la Building 1321 adjac^nEio Faincl= Gidu-IcI Ai^cl Haphozaid paving and t:'^ addlCon ol incampaHblQ =l^ni=;'t:; iuchaE, guOidiaLl: and 
E^nomg obscuieHie onglnol dunoctsi ol ttna ^eivloa cnea gastoElhEParadsSround. 
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AREA 2 

The Batteries (Saffold, 
Dynamite and Howe Wagner) 



3 Ad p3iibd lave^ nae art^iuBj 4jEd h^ tie amy la td^ ill lied Hie tfl-UvjikL iAi|> 



There are three baltene^ within the 5tudy area forthe Fort 
Scott CLA. Battery Howe-Wagner, Battery Saffold, and Battery 
Dynamite 

Area 2 includes the land surrounding these batteries Battery 

Howe-Wagner is located to the east of the north end of the Pa- 
rade Ground, and the area around the battery \s defined by the 
roads that surround the batter/ {Battery Wagner Road, RucL- 
man Avenue, and Upton Avenue). For Batteries Dynamite and 
Saffold (both located an the west side of the Parade Ground), 
this area is defined by the Ralston Avenue, Greenough Avenue, 
Kobbe Avenue, and Lincoln Boulevard 

Common Character-Defining 
Features for Endicott Batteries 

Endicott batteries generally shared the following design and 
matenal^ characE eristics 

• Concrete (rather than brick or stone) was used for construction. 
Forthe later batteries, reinforced concrete waa ijaed. 

■ The batteries ^vere partially buried behind ^ide mound3 of earth 
that Viiere designed to reai^ penetration by a projectile and to 
provide camouflage 

■ There was no overhead protection ^'nce military aircraft did not 

e^iat {until World Warl) 

• Paved roada with gutters provided access into the battery 

• The plana of Endicott batteries evolved as engineers began to 
see more efficient ways to meet the needs of the artillery service 
In the early batteries, small structures for addrtional facilrtie^ (i e 
storerooms, latrines, magazine, and power plants) were added to 
the extenor of battery Later designs incorporated these features 
into thefloor plan 



■ Similarly, the use of vegetation during this period evolved. The 
vegetation features at and around the battery were controlled 
and maintained to support the function of the battery 

During the 1890s, vegetation was used solely to try to stabilize 

slopes (both to maintain their gradient and to prevent sand 
from blowing into the pits of the batteries) 

I Oats and barley seed was sown or sod was added to the slopes 
of the batteries 

n the early 20th century, the use of plant materials became 
more complex at the San Francisco batteries due to planting 

expenments at Battery Livingston at Fort Miley Plants were 
chosen that were drought resistant and that looked similarto 
the native vegetation in an effortto better maintain the slopes 
of the earthen batteries and to provide camouflage 

1. Oats — which from a distance blended into the surrounding 
landscape S were planted on the outer slope of the battery 

Z. Cuttings of ice plant were planted on the inner slopes of the 
battery Ice plant was drought resistant [i.e rt did not require 
irngation) and fast -growing It formed a dense mat and was 
able to holdthe steeper inner slopes better the oats (The inner 
slopes were not visible and so camouflage was not an issue ) 

^. The Army planted bunch grasses on the sand dunes around 

the battery The perennial bunch grasses were adapted to the 
extensive dry-season and had long roots that aided in stabilizing 
the dunes and in preventing sand from blowing into the mortar 
pits. This type of vegetation also had the appearance of being 
"natural" and provided some level of camouflagetothe battery. 

4. Trees and shrubs {eucalyptus and lupine were two typical 
dioicss] were planted on the outer slopes to soften the 
distinction between the batterres and the surrounding forested 
area. 
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These practicei were standardized in a 1 910 memo from the 
Office of Chief of Coast Artillery in Washington, D C. which 
specrfied ihat^ 

l.The Eidieior slopes at all batteries be made to conform to 
the appearance of the ''3ur70unding ground" by avoiding 

"geometrical contours" and by planting "such trees and shrubs, 
as can be obtained m the neighborhood of the defenses, on the 
alopea of ihe defenses and around them " 

2. Trees were planted in the rear and between batteries. 

'd. Low trees were planted at the foot of the batteries 

4. Bushes and shrubs were planted on the "superior [outside] 

alopes of battenes and low shrubs in irregular splotches between 
guns." 

Battery Howe-Wagner 

Battery Howe-Wagner (No 12S7), located between Storey and 
Ruckman avenues, was completed inl895andwasan active 
part of the San Francisco seacoast defense system from 1 B95 
to 1 920 The battery's mortarswere removed in 1920 After 
that date, the battery was used as a storage area or left vacant. 
During at [east a portion of the Cold War, Battery Howe-Wag- 
ner was designated a^ an air raid shelter for civilians. 

Character-Defining Features foi Battery 
Howe-Wagner 

During its active year* (1895-1920), Batleiy Hawe-Wagner had 
the following character-defining characteristics 



Location 

ts location was determined by its function within the seacoast 
forlrfication system 

The battery's mortars could be rotated 360 degrees and from 
this location were wrthin range of both the ocean and bay. 
The mortars had a minimum range that required the battery to 
be placed at this distance back from the shoreline, otherwise 
the mortars would overshoot the area they were intended to 
defend (The ruaximum range of the mortars was approximately 
eight miles.) This location, away from the shoreline, also ob- 
scured the battery from the view of enemy ships and provided 
protection from possible naval bombardment. 

Spatial Organization and Structure 

Concrete passages and rooms were buried under wide mounds 
or berms of earth that formed the shape of a cross. A berm also 
enclosed the outer aides of the prts. 

There uuere four pits (each with four, 12-inch morlara) S one 

each located in the interior angles formed by the croas-ahaped 
berm. [This ia the only example of a crtjciform mortar battery in 
the San Francisco defenses ) 

Four, breech -loading, 12-inch mortars in each of the four pits 
{n on -extant). 

Stabilization features for the bermi Included 

1. Concrete retaining Walla constructed at the haae of the berm. 

3. A aeries of drains, gutters, and pumps to promote drainage 
(a constant maintenance and functional issue at the EndicotE 
batteriea). 

3. Groundcower planted on the berm (see uegetation features 

below) 




23Btji:^." ri-r-:.-! The iniggtir/ or Ih9 bull! suuciurss li 
good bul oveigio'A'n vegetation has obscured the hlstonc 
chczmciei or th^ i;fHituil snuctuie oi this ai&a 
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Topographic Modifications 

Excavation for the conatruclion of the battery structure and pits 

Addition of fill to create the berms that covered the battery's 
structure and that surrounded the pits The berms were con- 
structed of clay that was covered by a layer of loam that pro- 
^^ided a viable medium for grouumg sometype of groundcover 

The purpoie of the berm wasto realst penetration by a pro- 
jectile and to provide camauflage. While from a distance the 

berms may have blended into the landscape, when viewed 
from the immediately surrounding area, the engineered grade 
of the Battery HoWe-Wagner berm [with a 3:A- ratio on the 
s[ope] would have been an obvious man-made topographic 
feature 

Circulation 

ConnectJonE to the battery were provided by t^wo eiternal 
roads. 

1 A paved road along the north aide of the battery (in the 3ame 
general alignment as Storey Avenue) provided connections at rts 
east and west ends to Lincoln Boulevard 

'£. A second eternal road [unpaved) located 30uth of the battery 
provided a connedion between [jtorey Avenue and Lincoln 
Boulevard {along the same general alignment aa Ruckman 
Avenue]. 

Two internal roads were part of the design and constructian of 

the battery 

1 A road ei^t ended across the north side of the battery, connecting 
at both ends to Storey Avenue This road was located just 
inside (south) of the row of Monterey cypress trees. Gutters Were 
located on the side of road. 

2. There was a similar road on the south side of the battery, again 



located inside (north) of the row of Monterey cypress trees and 
inside the battery's berm This road provided access to the two 
south side pits and originally only extended approximately half 
way across the south side of the battery. 

Vegetation Features 

The vegetation at and around the battery was controlled and 
maintained to support the function of the battery 

1 The berm was planted to help stabilize the slope, to cover the 
slope's sand and dirt so that it did not blow into the battery's prt. 
When the battery was completed, in 1895, oats were planted 

on the berm After 1901, the vegetation at the San Francisco 
batteries vuere modified to provide camouflage as well as 
stability, and plants were chosen that blended in with the native 
vegetation. It is not known the extent to which this new planting 
scheme was undertaken at Battery Howe-Wagner. However, in 
aerial photographs taken during the period of significance, the 
top of the berms are free of trees or other large plants. 

2 After 1901 , vegetation was also used as a means to prov[de 
camouflage at the batteries By 1905, a single row of Monterey 
cypress trees were planted around (encircling) the battery From 
a distance, this row of trees would have looked similar to {and 
would have blended with) the tree-cover of the Presidio forest 
that extended up to the south side of the battery (The addition 
of this row of trees would not have conflicted with the operation 
of the battery The mortars fired their shells from a near vertical 
elevation So it seems likely that the trees would not have 
reached a height to interfere with this trajectory before the 
mortars were removed in 1920 ) 



Integrity of the Ctiaiactei-De lining Features at 
Battery Howe-Wagner 

A number of buildings or structures were added to the battery 
or along its edges {particulady after it was decom missioned in 
1920). These features were not related to the operatJonE of 
the battery and did not alter the battery's character-defining 
features Some of these buildings and structures are no longer 
extant {i.e a children's playground built at the battery by the 
WPA during the 1930s) but the remaining buikJings include the 
following. 

1 A small Blacksmith Shop {No 1231) was built at the intersection 
of Upper Storey and Upton avenues in 191 3, but this structure 
related to the function of the post and not to that of the battery. 

However, this marled the start of the development of a cluster 
of features (betvjeen Ralston and Upton avenues) |U3t west of the 
battery 

Z A small garage {No 1205) was burh in Prt A at Battery Howe- 
Wagner inlV;3^ 

3 A storehouse {No 1233) was added to the east side of Upton 
Avenue on the western edge of the battery in 1933 

4. During Worid War !f, a post office (No. 1237) was added to the 

east side of Upton Avenue on the Western edge of the battery 

On the other hand, the following changes that have occurred 
at the battery since the end of the Presidio NHLD's period of 
significance (1 945) have resulted in changes to the battery's 
character-defining features 

■ Three of Hatteiy Howe-Wagner'a four pits (Battery Howe^ pit 

B and Battery Wagner's pits C and D) were covered wrth dirt 
to create a hill over the battery Only prt A, at Battery Howe, 
remains uncovered and visible (Presumably the remaining 
portions of the battery's concrete structure remains buried under 
this fill.) After the fill dirt was added, a stand of trees [primarily 
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pines} ^33 either planted or allowed to grow and now covers 
mo^ of this hill There were no trees on top of the battery's berm 
during the pefiod of 3ignrii<:ance. 

The battery's four pita and protective earthen berm Were a visi- 
ble structure and topographic feature within Fort Scott'g cuHiural 
landacape Today, the battery's onginal berm and its function 
{to protect the open pits} are no longer distinguish able charac- 
teristics. The stand of trees growing on top of the hill (that cov- 
ers the battery) has also contnbuted to lack of visibilrty of the 
topography of the battery The addrtion of the dirt to infill the 
pits and the growth of the vegetation on top of this new hill ha^ 
compromised the integrrty of Battery HoWe-Wagner and ig a 
hindrance to understanding of the battery's function within the 
sea coast fortification system Today, the battery more closely 
resembles a natural feature rather than a man-made one 

• Thafundion of the row of Monterey typress trees around the 
pH-lmeter of the batleiy has Ranged overtime Whwi the 
Monterey cypress were planted (in early 1900s}, there were 
trees {part of the Presidio forest} to the east, south, and west of 
the battery, and when viewed from the Bay, the c^pre^s would 
have blended into this group of trees Also, the canopies of 
the cypress would have been much lowertothe ground and 
would have blocked the view of the befm. After 1920 [when 
the battery's mortars were removed), the Monterey cypress 
functioned as an ornamental feature that marked the edges of 
the battery, rather than as part of a syslwn for camouflage. 

Today, the remaining Monterey cypress trees, located around 

the penmeter of the battery, are a distinctive vegetation feature 
at Fort Scott and continue to definethe edge of the battery. 
Additionally, because this row of trees contrasts wrth the ir- 
regular, nalural-iooldng grove of pine trees that now covers the 
batteFy, they are a visual clue to the presence of the battery 
However, the effectiveness of the Monterey cypress to provide 



this distinction is threatened by any future loss of individual 
trees and by the fact that the remaining Monterey niy press trees 
are nearing the end of their lifespan. There are gaps in the row 
of Monterey cypress trees and it no longer completely encircles 
the battery all of the trees along the west side of the battery 
are gone, the eastern half of the row of trees on the north side 
is gone, and the row of trees along the south side consists of 
two groups of trees with noticeable gaps at both ends and in 
the middle. The loss of these trees has occurred since (he end 
of the Presidio NHLD's period of significance (1 945). 



Battery Saifold 



Battery Saffold (No 1354}, located between Lincoln Boule- 
vard and Greenough Avenue, was completed 189B and shares 
some of the same characteristics as Battery Wagner-Howe the 
importance of its location in relation to its function, a concrete 
structure, protective earthen berms, a paved road into the bat- 
tery, and use of vegetation to maintain the slope of the berm 
and later to provide camouflage Battery Safford's guns were 
declared obsolete and removed in 1 94!3, and the battery was 
then used for storage or left vacant. 

Chaiacter-Deflnlng Featuies foi Batteiy Saffold 

During rts active years (1393-1943), the character-defining fea- 
tures at Battery Saffold include the following. 

Location 

• Its location was determined by its function within the seacoast 
fortifications system. 

Battery Saffold was designed to accommodate guns {rather 
than the mortars at Battery Wagner-Howe) that were capable of 
being rotated 360 degrees and from this location were within 
range of both the ocean and Bay ' 



Spatial Organization 

■ The entryway into the battery is a paved road that ongmally 
connected on both its north and south ends to the external road 
system. The roadway bisects the battery, and the gun pits are 
on the West side of the road Earthen berms protect the battery 
structure and are located on the east and west sides of the road^ 
these appear from a distance to be small hills or mounds. 

Slructur© 

■ Use of reinforced concrete as the primary structural matenal for 
the battery 

The Seacoast Fortifications Preservation Manual noted that al- 
though Battery Saffold was an ear^y Endicotl battery fit was de- 
signed in 1 B96), its f^oor plan illustrates the continuing change 
or evolution of design that was characteristic of the Endicott 
fortifications. The magazine spaces, each with their own entry, 
open directly onto this road. There are additional rooms in the 
interior of the concrete structure [a bomb-proof shelter, powder 
room, shell room, engine room, radiator room, oil room, two 
store rooms, two hoist rooms) that indicate the evolving design 
of more specialized spaces with the Endicott battery intenors 
{Wofford2O07 and NPS 1997 Chapters. 5). 

■ Two, 12-Inch caliper guna mounted on barbette (disappeanng) 
carriages {non-extant). 

Topographic Modifications 

■ E'cavation to construct the battery's concrete structure and fill to 
create the earthen berms located on the 'east side of the battery 
road and the west side of the gun?. 
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circulation 

• ConnectJonatD the Preaidjo'a external road system. 

Lincoln Boulevard is located west of the battery, and the inter- 
nal battery road origin all/ connected to this road 

■ An intemal road that provider acceaa to the battery and that la 
an integral part of the hatlwy'^ fiinction. 

Battery Saffold Road provided access into the hatleiy. Origi- 
nally, it Vila s connected on both its north and 50uth ends to 
Lincoln Boulevard. When Battery Dynamite uuas constructed a 
few years later, a connection was made wrth Battery Dynamite 
Road creating a "Y" on the north end of Battery Saffold Road. 
When Kobbe Avenue wa^ laid out, it connected to the ^oulh 
end of the Battery Saffold Road The road has a concrete girt- 
ter located along rti east side and was graded so that the water 
[Jrajned to the north 

Vegetation Features 

• Vegetation planted on the slopes of the earthworks to control 
eroiion. 

Although, there is little information specific information about 
vegetation planted around the battery, it is reasonable to as- 
sume the planting pEan followed the Army^ general standards: 
1) oats planted on the battery's earthwork? prior to 1901 and 2) 

after the turn-of-the-century, iceplant was added. 

■ Vegetation Used to provide some level of camouflage. 

Again, there is little specrfic information on how thi^ practice, 
that began around 1901, was earned out at Battery Saffold 
However, as discussed below, the area immediately surround- 
ing the batteiy remained free of trees and other large vegeta- 
tion through the end of the period of significance. 



■ The battery's earthworks, the area immediately surrounding the 
battery, and the area to the east and we^t were originally free of 
trees 

In a survey plan from 1907, there i5 a dear distinction between 
the open area to the east and west of the battery and the sur- 
rounding forest 

Aerial photographs (1936, 193S, and 1948J showed that the 
battery's berm as well as the area in front [west} of the bat- 
tery and the area immediately east of battery remained free 
of trees. {There were two i^mall clumps nftrees located at the 
north and anuth corners of the west side of the battery ) 

Integrity of tl\e Ctiaracter-De lining Features at 
Battery Saffold 

Today, although key character-defining features remain in pface 
(concrete structure, earth berm, and road}, there have been 
critical changes to these features. 

The battery's guns were removed in 1943 [neariheend of the 
Presidio NHLD's period of signrficance) 

The unaltered concrete structure remains in place. However, 
weatherng has caused some damage to the structure and if un- 
abated has the potential to impact the integrity of the battery. 

The northern half of Battery Saffold Road has been absorbed 
into the non-hi5toric paved service yard that is located between 
Battery Saffold and Battery Dynamite (Concrete ramps and 
tracks can still be found embedded in the paved service yard.) 
The portion of the road through the battery is still intact, the 
gutter remains although portions of it are now covered with dirt 
and plant debris or may be missing 



The characteristic use of vegetation (planting of low ground- 
cover on the berm, open area with groundcover [and possibly 
low shrubs] around the battery, stands of trees located to the 
rear [east] of the battery} is no longer intact Dunngthe years 
following the end of the Presidio NHLD's period of signrficance 
(1 945), trees (predominantly eucalyptus trees) were allowed 
to spread into the areas that had been maintained as open. 
Lceplant and other plants (i.e cape ivy, matlresi wire, etc.) that 
were onginally planted to provide erosion control or to form 
a groundcover under the surrounding trees have also spread 
The characteristics that were once considered desirable by the 
Army are problematic today because the plants are aggressive 
competitors and easily spread into natural areas where they 
are difficult to eradicate [and thereby at odds with Presidio 
Trust natural resources goals) Additionally, this type of vegeta- 
tion has the potential to adversely affect the condition of the 
battery^ earthworks. 

During the period of significance. Battery Saffold was a visible 
structure and topographic feature wrth in Fort Scott's cultural 
landscape Today, the eucalyptus and Monterey cypres:- trees 
and other V eg etat>on obscure the battery [both the concrete 
structure and its protective earthen berm). The growth of the 
vegetation to thewest of the battery [including in areas to the 
west that are outside of the study area for this CLA) and on the 
west-side berm blocks the sight lines between the battery and 
ocean and limits the understanding of the battery^ function 
within the seacoastfortifi cation system. 
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Battery Dynamite 



Battery Dynamite was compleled in 1B95 andwa^ buihto te^t 
an experimental gun that u^ed compregged air to fire charges 
of dynamite The battery's gun? and their related machinery 
were removed in 1904 afterthe battery had been declared 
obsolete in 1901 

The battery shares certain character-defining feature? with the 

Fort Scott Endicott batteries need ta be located within pro-Lim 
rty of the coastline, use of reinforced concrete as the primary 
structural material, a protectrve earthen berm, and a roadway 
designed to provide access into the battery 

Character-Defining Features for Battery 
Dynamite 

Character-defining features for Battery Dynamrte include the 
following' 

Location 

■ It 5 proximity to the coast la dictated by the function of the 

bfltlery'a original gun? 

Spatial Orgaiiizatlon 

■ An earthen berm formed a rectangular prt around each of the 
three guns ihat were located in a row on the west side of the 
battery. The berm continued around the north and eaat ?ide 
of the battery encfosing the space around the power house. 
There uva? an opening at the southeast corner of the battery, on 
Ralston Avenue, that provided access to the Interior space and 
powerhouse 

Structure 

■ Use of reinforced concreie as the primary structural material for 
the battery. 




:!,T Botleii' EJ^-nomlle 

2,S Gun tuneE at Botlery Sonold 

3 9 BalleryHowe Wagneiluddenby vegelcmon. 
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■ The u^e of compre^^ed air required specialized strudurea^ 
underground vaults for disposing each gun'a air reservoirs and 
a power pjant building (S5feet by 35 feet), located east of t^e 
gun3, which provided electricity to power the air compreasors 
that propelled the pro|ectile5. 

■ Concrete retaining walls ajong the edges of the open area 
3 u rrou n d I n g th e powef house. 

The battery was onginally constructed wrlhout a protective 
earthen berm, but during the Spanish American War, due to 
concern that the battery's gun? were exposed and plainly vis- 
ible from the ocean, high earthen traverses were built around 
the guns ^ranaforming each into a pit] Concrete retaining 
walls were buiR: around the powerhouse so that earth could be 
placed as near and as high as possible around this structure 
Bombproof magazines and covered passageways were a[so 
added at thin time. 

• Reinforced concrete power plant as a free standing structure. 

■ In I'JlO, a new power plant structure was built to replace 
the original structure that was destroyed during the 1906 
earthquake ' Design elements of this structure include a gable 
roof that forma a classical pediment at either end, pilaster-liLe 
elements articulate the bays of the wall and are surmounted by 
an abbreviated and simplified entablature. 

■ Thrte e^penmentaJ dynamite guns (non-extant) were originally 

spaced 35 feet apart m a row [oriented north-south) on the we^t 
side of the battery. 

Topographic Modifications 

• Fill was added to the site to create the protective earthwori^s 
cav^'ing the concrete structure nf the battery to create high 
earthen berms around the guns flransforming each into a 
rectangular-ahaped prt) and the powerhouse 
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circulation 

• ConnectJonatD the existing road ay stem 

Lincoln Boulevard was located west of the battery, and the 
battery'5 road originally connected to this road 

■ A road that provided access to the battery. 

Originally Battery Dynamrte Road looped around the battery 
and defined ita outer edges The two ends of this road inter- 
sected ijvith Lincoln Boulevard, located on thewest side of the 
battery The portion of the Battery Dynamite Road on the east 
side of the battery was absorbed into the alignment for Ralston 
Avenue dunng the construction of Fort Scott, and the road was 
then divided into two distinct segments [north and south of the 
battery) 

Vegetation Features 

■ Lo^ vegetation wa^ planted on the earth^ork^ to stabilize the 
slopes of the earthworks per Army standard procedures There 
were no trees on the battery^ earthworlts. 

Integrity of tl\e Charactei-De lining Features at 
Battery Dynamite 

Battery Dynamite was onginaily a distinct feature Within Fort 
Scott's cultural landscape Today, the battery is no longer easily 
identifiable from the vjest and only some of rts character-de- 
fining features remain m place The powerplant building and 
eastern Wall of the batteiy do strll form a dramatic space 

The batteiy's location has not changed but rts relationship to 
the coast \s less clear today due to vegetation that curr^rrtly 

blocks the vieuu between the battery and the coastline 

The concrete structure of the battery remains in place {most 
of the structure is located underground) Concrete is visible in 



the retaining walls (added in 1989-1 TOO) and the power plant 
building (built in 1910 to replace the original building). The 
guns Were removed during the period of signi^'cance, and this 
feature is non-entant A reinforced concrete machine shop (No 
1 365) Vtias constructed sometime around 1906-1 910 on Ralston 
Avenue at the south side to the entrance into the battery 

Today, the earthworks remain but are covered by trees and 
other vegetation The distinct topography of the berms around 
each gun emplacement and around the battery was still visible 
in an aerial photograph taken in 1936 In a 1948 aenal pho- 
tograph, it appears that the prts around each gun had been 
infilled The precise, engineered grade that characterized the 
earthworks may have been damaged by the encroachment of 
the trees and other vegetation, and no maintenance has been 
undertaken to maintain this grade for many years 

After Battery Dynamrte Road vjas divided into two segments 
(m 1 909), the portion of Battery Dynamrte road along the north 
side of battery eventually was abandoned and its alignment not 
maintained; this occurred pnorto World War II. Today, there is 
no Visible road alignment around the north side of the battery. 
The portion of Battery Dynamrte Road along the south side of 
the battery remained an active circulation feature a number of 
small storerooms were buill along the south side of this road 
during World War I and Battery Saffold Road intersected wrth 
it Today, the roadway no longer exists asadistmct circulation 
feature It has been absorbed into the large paved area located 
south of the battery 

In a survey from 1 TO7, aHihough the surrounding area {to the 

north, east, and south) v/as forested, there were no trees on 
the battery's earthvjorl;s, the trees stopped at Battery Dynamite 
Road. At some point, a row of trees was planted along the 



east side of the gun emplacements This row of trees is visible 
in aenal photographs from 1 936, 193S, and 1948, however, 
there Were no other trees on the battery's earthworks As wan 
the case wrth Battery Saffold, vegetation (i.e eucalyptus trees, 
M onterey cypress, blackberry, ivy, and mattress wire vine) has 
spread overthe earthworks. Today this vegetation covers the 
battery's earthworks, and as a result, the sight lines between 
the battery and the ocean are now blocked The engineered 
earthworks are less visible because of this vegetation, only the 
berm along the east side of the battery is free of trees 

Other Features Within Area 2 

The industrial cluster located between Batteries Saffold and 
Dynamite, the indoor shooting range (Mo 1369) located just 
north of Battery Dynamite, and the Bachelor Officer Quarters 
(BEQ) (No. 1 347) located at the corner of Greenough Avenue 
and Kobbe Avenue were all added to the Battery Area (on the 
west side of the Parade Ground) dunng the Presidio NHLD's 
period of significance. 

The nucleus of the industrial area was the ordnance shop that 
Was built as part of the initial Fort Scott construction The 
buildings and structures in this complex are utilitarian in char- 
acter and wer^ added to meet various needs related to aspects 
of the Coast Artillery's operations (i.e. ordnance repair shop 
and searchlight repair shop) Generally, the post's standard 
building color scheme (off white paint and red-colored roofs) 
was used on the various structures m this area Their location 
to the rear of the Parade Ground is charactenstic of the spatial 
organization of the post {where support facilities were located 
in less visible areas behind the Parade Ground) Facilities con- 
tinued to be added this area through World War II. However, 
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the features were confined to the ea^t side of Battery Saffold 
Road through the end of the period of significance, and the 
expansion of the large paved area to the West happened after 
1943 Trees, located in thrs area between Batteries SafEold end 
Dynamite, were removed to accommodate thi^ expansion This 
pavement also absorbed the north end of Battery Saffold Road 
and Battery Dynamite Road Today, this area \s used tor by the 
Presidio Trust for various service related functlona. 

The BEQ (No 1^47) and indoor shooting range [No. 1369) are 

both examples of single structures added to an open area dur- 
ing the intensive con^ruction period during World War II, and 
neither relates lo the original plan or architectural character of 
the post 

n^tead, they are examples of the temporary structures the 
Army constructed during WorSd War II These building? utilized 
wood-frame construction systems and were based on standard 
plans with minimal detailing, these characteristics remain in 
place The post's standard building color scheme (off uuhrte 
paint and red-colored roofs) rs used on these two World War II 
era buildings. 

{Footnotes) 
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Ian l^d^ilr^ Fllr H«± fl^Jbli I, L'l 'jUf III? pUltl If he^if lI III l^lt |[(3A It Iff iHIrliHI III 

lie PnddiJ lurt^l rUrlTiiCUl 4ll UieLijItia-, iilCf Il^hi> bb^Ujrlifr 3 I rli lliY] btlU li llrri) Hlb 
$Bi4 Lu^-^cnl Hit B:.v Aha iTie icii^lruL Iron al Be FarlStoH Pa-.KLe Ground i^ 1409- > J 
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AREA 3 

The Residential Neighborhoods 



Area 3 includes three separate groups of featurea^ 

■ The first is the Kobbe Avenue neighborhood that indudes 
Kobbe Avenue and the associated quarters; Hrtchcod; Street 
and the garages for the officer quarters, Wright Loop and 
a general officer family quarters, and Wisser Court and the 
Community Garden area 

• The second residential neighborhood is located along Ruckman 
and Storey avenues and indudes Storey Avenue and Ruckman 
Avenue, their associated quarters and garages, and two service 
roads S Appleton Street and Rod Road 

• The third group la the Warid War II -era warehouse area where 
the Recyding and Salvage Center and the Native Plant Nursffly 
sre located 

Kobbe Avenue Officer Gluarters 

The Kobbe Officer Quarters area provided housing lor of- 
ficers and their families and was one of the onginal clusters of 
features developed as part of the 1910 Fort Scott plan Before 
Kobbe Avenue vjas laid out in 1 902, thi5 area was covered with 
trees thai were part of the Presidio forest A curving swath of 
trees was removed along the sloping hillside to create enough 
open area to construct Kobbe Avenue, the row of quarter?, and 
Hrtchcock Street The trees that remained defined the edges 
of this area and created a sense of separation from the Parade 
Ground located a short distance to the north. Additionally, the 
trees provided a picturesque setting and shehered the quarters 
from the wind 

Afterthefir&ttwo quarters iNos 1302 and 1:304} were built at 
the east end of the newly constructed Kobbe Avenue in 1 902, 
the remaining residences Were added during and rmmediately 
after the construction of the post: 



■ Ten buildings were added to Kobbe Avenue (Nos 1300, 1308, 
1310, 1314, 1320, 1322, 1324, 1326, 132G, and 1334) between 
1909 and 1912. 

• Then in 1915, a bachelor officw quarters (No 1330} was built at 

the corner of Kobbe and Upton avenues 

The provision for garages became a part of the Army's planning 
process in the early 20th century and standardized plans were 
developed for two-car garages in 1 913 and for multiple-car 
garages in 1915. These garages were typically one-story with 
minimal archite<:tural character or ornament and were built be- 
hind family housing quarters {Goodwin et al 1 995 Vol 2 101) 
The garages for the officer quarters at Fort Scott followed this 
standard pattern. Multiple-car garages were placed along a 
service road {Hitchcock Street) to the rear of the quarters^ 

■ The first 3i>[ garages (Nos 1305,1307,1313, 1315, 1317, and 
1:119) were built between 1915 and 1VI7 

• Three more (N OS 131 1, 1323, and 1335) were added between 
l9l9Bndl92l. 

■ In 1940, two more garages were added {Nos. 1301 and 1303) 

■ Additionally, two multi-car garages {Nos 1325 and 1327), built 
in 1940 and 1941, were located the end of Wisser Court (a short 
cul-de-sac) south of Hitchcock Street. 

Character-Defining Features for the Kolibe 
Aver\ue Officer Quarters 

The officer quarters area along Kobbe Auenue has a cohesjve 

character due to a number of shared characteristics and to the 
repetition of features along the ^Ireet^cape (both of which are 
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typical characteristics of the resfdential area? designed by the 
Army's Quartermaster CorpaJ, 

Chaiacter-ddfinlng features for the Kob]De 
Avenue Quarters 

Spatial Organization 

■ The quart era are located between Kobbe Avenue and Hitchcock 
Street and are laid out in a curved alignment in respon^eto 

the topography of the area Kobbe Avenue (constructed in 
1902) 15 the primary road, and the quarters are located in row 
on the south side of the street facing a stand of trees (part of 
the Presidio forert). Hitchcock Street (constructed In 19^D) 
functions as a service road and is located to the rear (south) of 
the quarters Its alignment is roughly parallel to that of Kobbe 
Avenue 

■ The entrance to the quarters at Kobbe Avenue and Park 
Boulevard is marked ^vilh a concrete pillar on each side of the 
road These pillars also mark an entrance into Fort Scott [and 
distinguished this area from the Preiidio) The entrance to the 
pD5t is also marked by "Fort Winfield Scott" [in raised letters) on 
the side of the concrete parapet of the Park Presidio viaduct 

"The quarters are located a uniform distance from the atreat and 
form a ro^v of buildings along the south side of Kobbe Avenue 
This arrangement also results in the rear facades forming a 
unrform row along Hitchcoii; Street. The amount of space 
between each building is similar. 

■ The repetition of features (stone retaining wall, concrete sidewalk 
along south side of Kobbe Avenue, concrete steps providing 
connection to quarters, unrform pjantmg ach^ne) creates visual 
continuity and defines the streetscape character 

• There la a similar continuity and repetition of features along 
the service road {Hitchcock Street) streetscape that includes 
the detached garages located on the south side of the street, 
a narrow viewshed between the garages and rear facades of 



the quarters, curbs along the side of the street, and sidewalls 
connections from Hptchcockto the rear entrance of the 
residences. 

■ Each building's identrty is as pari of the group rather than as an 

individual feature 

Topographic Modltlcatlons 

■ The quarters and their yards are located at a highra" elevation 
than Kobbe Avenue A stone retaining wall reinforces the iJiange 

[n elevation at the edge of the front yard Steps, located in front 
of each quarters, provide the connection from the street up to 
the quarters 

■ The sloping topography of the site [sloping down from weat 
to east) has been graded into a continuous slope between the 
residences At the east end of the quarters, the slope becomes 
more pronounced, and the aits has been graded to create a leve[ 
terrace for the last two buildings^ iheae terraces are separated by 
a bank 

■ The north side of the front yard area has been graded to create a 
uniformly sloped bank 

■ Hitchcock Street la at a lower elevation than the Community 
Garden area to the south so that the area along the south side 
of Hrtchcock Street is graded to create a unrformly- sloped bank 
The garages are set intoth[s bank or slope. 

Buildings and Structures 

■ Repetrtion or similanty of design elements, massing, and scale 
for the quarters The first two buildings {Nos. 1302 and 1304), 
buih in !902, have elements associated with the Colonial Revival 
style which was the predominant style for officer quarters in this 
era The remaining quarters, built during the initial phase of 
construction for the post, have details or eiements of the Spanish 
Colonial Revival style. 

■ Unrform design for the garages that is based on a standard Army 

plan one-story with hip roof, construction materials matching 



those of the quarters, and minimal art^lIecEural f^aracter or 

ornament 

■ Repetrtion of building materials, red brick or off-whrte colored 
(stucco) walls and red-tile or red-colored roofs. 

Vehicular Circulation 

■ Kobbe Avenue IS the mam road and provides public access to 
the quarters The north side of Kobbe Avenue is delineated wrth 
a stone curb. 

■ There are three small group parking lots located on the north 

side of Kobbe Avenue. (These areas are within Planning Area 4 
The Community Center and Dragonfly Creek but visually relate 
to the Kobbe Avenue streetscape.) The edges of these parking 
areas are delineated with a stone curb or low stone retaining wall 
(similar in appearance to the retaining wall along the north side 
of the Kobbe Avenue) 

■ Hitchcock Street provides access to the rear of the quarters and 
to the garages Its alignment is roughly parallel to that of Kobbe 
Avenue The edges of the street are delineated v^ith concrete 
curbs. 

■ The curving alignment of the two roads is a response to the site's 
topography 

Pedestrian Circulation 

■ A sidewalk is located along the south side of Kobbe Avenue 

• Pedestrian orculation paths within the quarters yard area are 
clearly delineated by the sidewalks that connect the streets to 
the entrances to the buildings (both front and rear) and continue 
around the sides of the buildings Steps are used to connect 
changes in elevation between the street and yards {both in front 
and to the rear) The arrangement of all sidewalks is linear. 

■ Concrete is the pnmary material for the pedestnan circulation 
features 
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Vegetation Features 

■ Originally, stands of tree? (part of the Presidio fore^) surrounded 
thia quarters area. The trees dehnethe edges of the officer 
housing area and provide a buffer between it and the Parade 
GroEind located a short distance to the north 

fn the area north ofthequarterg (located wrthin Area 4 The 
Community Center and Dragonfly Creek) vua? originally cleared 
nf undergrowth and trees were pruned to create a "park-like" 
netting and to provide uiew5 of the Bay 

• The front, side, and backyards for each residence are connected 
and form a common green space around the buildings. 

The ei^ceptions to this pattern are planting beds located 
between quarters at the east end of the row [Nog 1300 and 
1302], due la the steepness of the slops, the area between the 

residences js terraced, and planting beds have been estab- 
lished on sides {slopes) of the terraces 

• Narro^v planting beds are located bet^/een the aide^oalks and 
the buildings' foundations Ornamental plantings are generally 
limited to these foundatron beds 

■ Trees are not a prominent feature T^rthin the yards and are 
limited to single speamen 5 of palm trees (or cordylines) in some 
of ih e front yard s 

Integrity of the Ch a racte [^Defining Features in the Kobbe Av- 
enue Officer QuarterB 

Today, Kobbe Av^iue rem ami a distinct district or neighbor- 
hood with a cohesive character. The character-defining feature?, 
listed above, remain in place, and the changes that have oc- 
curred have been limrted Otherthan the addition of the Park 
Presidio viaduct at the edge of the neighborhood, the changes 
that have occurred wrthin this area have been limited 



• Stands of trees (identified in the VMP as part of the hist one 
forest) still help to define the north and south edges of this 
di^nct The area along the east edge of the district is no^ 
defined by the Park Presidio viaduct (constructed in 1939); 
the construction of this road^jay required the removal of the 
portion of the forest in this location Trees were also removed 
south of Hitchcock Street to accommodate the expansion of the 
community garden (Fort Scott nursery) area and the construction 
of Wright Loop and the gwieral officer family quarters [No. 1332) 
The stand of trees south of the gardens and Wrights Loop, the 
trees continue to define the south edge of this area All of these 
actions were undertaken dunngthe Presidio NHLD's penod of 
significance. 

■ The ornaments and signage have been removed from the two 
concrete pillars that flank Kobbe Avenue at rts intersection with 
Park Boulevard. Today, only the concrete bases remain in p[ace 

■ Along Hitchcock Street, there have been alterations to smaller 
scale features that have the potential to cumulatively alter the 
unrform character of this streetscape 

Accommodations have been made to provide additional park- 
ing spaces {i e portions of Hrtchcock Street have been widened 
on the north side to make room for parallel parking and the 
area between the two units in No. 1304 has been paved). His- 
torically, the location of the row of quarters (on the north side) 
and the row of garages and topography (on the south side) 
created a narrow viewshed along Hitchcock Street, this is one 
of the character-defining characten sties this service road. The 
additions of new parking spaces along Hrtchcock Street has the 
potential to alter these characteristics. 

There have been additions to the pedestrian circulation system 
(generally at the rear of the quarterslo accommodate new 

circulation patterns created by new parking spaces), eiamplei 
of these additions include a gravel pathway located parallel to 



a parking space or concrete pavers (set in dirt) to create a new 
path. The choice of these matenals (gravel and pavers} distin- 
guishes the new paths from the historic ones and is reversible; 
however, these new paths (and the materials) often appear to 

be ad hoc and detract from the sense of a designed pedestrian 
circulation system Also, in some places new vegetation fea- 
tures {i.e rows of shrubs) have been added along these paths] 
these plantings, although located along the edge of the lawns, 
have the tendency to alter the characteristic treatment of the 
ground plane between the buildings that of a uniform green 
space (lawn). 

Basalt block, curbing has been used in some areas where the 
circulation system has been altered and new curbing hai been 
added The use of the basah: blocks, in limrted areas, is a com- 
patible material that distinguishes new curbing from the historic 

curbs 

• The Presidio Trust has already undertaken the rehabilitation of 
the ornamental vegetation features around the quarters The 

design of the new or replacement plantings and choice of plant 
materials were undertaken in a way that is compatible with the 
historic vegetation characteristics of this area 
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Kobbe CommunilY Garden Area 

This area may have been the location far the plant nursery that 
was established afterthe construction of Fort Scott (although rt 
\i not labeled as 5uch on any source reviewed forthis report) It 
\s clear from reviewing plans and aenal photographs that some 
5ort of development occurred in this area prior to the 1 938-39 
WFA project (that resulted in formal garden, described below). 
A short cul-de-sac was shown leading to this area on a 19T7 
Lighting System plan {and coFrespcnds to the general align- 
ment of Wisser Court), and a small rectangular area had been 
cleared of trees and fenced on a 1 922 map By 1 927 (uisibfe in 
the 1 927 aerial photograph), a larger area of trees have been 
cleared south of Hitchcock Street [possibly indicating that the 
nursery area had expanded). By 1935, the cleared area had 
expanded even further, and there was a greenhouse located on 
the western side [originally No. 2 14 in older numbering sys- 
tem; No 1329 in current system}, this greenhouse is no longer 
extant. 

A WPA project during 1938 and 1939 either added new fea- 
tures the ornamental paths and parterre beds and fountain 
[pool] or formalized these features This site slopes down from 
west-to-east and from north -to -south, and the slope has been 
graded to create a parking area at the end of Wiser Court and 
two terraces The area along the south side of each terrace has 
been graded to create a gently sloping bank 

The upperterrace is located along the north side of this site A 
system of stone walls, steps, and ramps were constructed that 
created a formal garden with parterre planting beds laid out 
around an octagonal-shaped Water feature (a pool orfountain). 
A stone wall ran the length of its north side, and a path was 
located along the upper side of this wall The parking lot oc- 



cupied the western quarter of this terrace, and the parterre gar- 
den feature was located on the eastern half The greenhouse 
Was located in the area between the parking lot and parterre 
garden feature This upperterrace was bisected by a path 
(oriented east -to-west) The path connected the parking lot at 
the end ofWisser Court, ran through the center of the parterre 
garden feature, and connected to a gate that led to stairs down 
Id Hitchcock Street (on the east end) The parterre beds Were 
edged with thin stnps of concrete. 

There was a path (onented north -to -south) that connected to 
the area above the parterre bed (on its north side) and to the 
lowerterrace (on the south side), a set of stone steps provided 
cornections at either end of the path 

The lowerterrace was less formal than the upperterrace and 
had an unpaved central path. The land on either side of the 

central path was divided by short paths oriented perpendicular 
to the central path; this created smaller sections that may been 
used as garden plots. The central path had a small pavedfea- 
ture at its east end. This paved feature consisted of a concrete 
path that Was laid out to create four small beds surrounded by 
a low stone seat wall 

The area below {south) of this second terrace was a long slope 

thatdoesnot appearto have had any paths or other spatial 
organization features 



C ha racter-De fining Features for the Kobbe 
Community Garden Aiea 

Topographic Modifications 

• The sloping arte was graded to create two long terraces 
(onented northeast-to-soulhwest). 

• The north side of the upperterrace i^ reinforced wrth a stone 

retaining wall 

• The south edge of each terrace i^ graded to create a gently 
3loped bank 

Spatial Organization 

• A triangular-shaped area defined on the north and east sides by 
thetop of the slope along the south aide of Hitchcock Street and 
on the southwest side by a stand of trees (part of the Presidio 
forest}. A fence en doses the area. 

• A series of stonewalls, steps, and ramps create a formal garden 
feature wrth a path and parterre beds on the upperterrace 

• Thi3 garden feature continues on the lowerterrace A central 
path leads to a small formal [hard scape) feature its east end 
Crosi paths divide this terrace into a series of plots (Most of this 

feature is non-extant } 

B u lldl ngs/ S tructures 

• A greenhouse (non-extantj. 

• Fence (wood posts with wire mesh) around the perimeter of the 

arte. 

■ Stone retaining wall^, ramps, steps, and octagonal-3haped water 

feature The materials and workmanship for these WPA-era stone 
features are similar to those of the stone walls and curbs along 
ICobbe Avenue 

■ Concrete ^rips (ouliming planting beds \n upperterrace). 
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Vehicular Circulation 

■ Narrow 5ingle-lane cul-de-^ac pA'isaer Court) provider access 
into this area 

• An unpaved parking area located at the east end of the road 

Pedestrian Circulation 

• Senes of unpaved pathathat are part o! the formal garden 
feature on the upper terrace 

■ A central unpaved path on the lower terrace i^ith short unpaved 
patha oriented perpendicular to the central path that divides the 
terrace into sections 

Vegetation Features 

■ A band of trees and other vegetation define the north side of 
this area and a stand of tree? (part of the Preaidio forest) define 
the southwest edge of thi3 area 

■ Uppef tenace: Parterre beds with some type of low vegetation 
and large shruba or ^mall tree? planted in tey locations (i e. in 
the corner? of the parterre beds that surround the water feature 
in the upper terrace or on either side of the st^s on the west 
5ide of the panerre bed area) 

• Lower terrace No apparent formal planting {visible in the 194S 
aenal photographs) The slope along the south edge of the 
terrace planted with a tow of trees or large shrubs. 

■ Area below (south) the lower terrace was an open field 

■ Row of pollarded sycamore trees along the north side of Wi^ser 
Court. 



Integrity of the Character-De lining Features for 
the Kobbe Community Garden Area 

Aerial photographs from 1 948 provide the earliest imager of 
the formal garden plan of this area (Presidio Trust 1 948) and 
show a layout that generally corresponds to the features that 
are visible today However, in its current condition, the design 
for the formal ganden features is fragmented and no longer 
provides an organization framework for this area Portions of 
the path system are gone, and erosion, the loss of plant materi- 
als, and the encroachment of ivy, blackberry, and mattress wire 
uine have impacted the design 

Oil Uie uppei leiraCfe. 

• The parking lot at the West end of the upper terrace remains in 
place. 

■ The greenhouse is no longer standing and this area is used as 
a utility area by the community garden Because this area is 
covered with bark chips, it was not possible to determine if there 
are paths or atone-work features under the bark 

■ The design of the formal garden feature on the eastern end of 
the upper terrace is still evident The stone features {walls, steps, 
ramps, octagonal-shaped water feature), the alignment of the 
paths, and the concrete bed dividers remain in place However, 
the water feature no longer works and has been filled with dirt. 
Nertherthe paths northe beds are currently maintained The 
ornamental plantings in the beds are missing, and much of this 
terrace is overgrown wrth ivy or mattress wire vine. 

On the lower leiiace 

• Muc^ of the layout for the lower terrace has been lost due to 
wosion or the accumulation of plant debns. The path system 
thatwasvisibleinthe 194B aerial photographs is no longer in 
place The western end of the terrace is divided into plots for 
community garden However, todaythere is no central path that 



structures the layout of this terrace or the garden plots 

■ Portions of the hardscape feature remain at the east end of 
theterrace. However, due its current condition, it is difficult 
to determine how much of this formal garden feature actually 
remains in place This eastern end of theterrace is overgrown 
with luy and mattress wire vine 

■ The trees that defined the sokrth edge of thistenace [in the 1948 
aeiial photograph] are gone 

Children's' play equipment and picnic tables have been added 
to the area below (south) of the second terrace Thi5 is a com- 
patible land use in the Kobbe Community Garden area 



Wright Loop 



The general officer quarters {No 1332) and Wright Loop were 

constructed afterthe other residential areas on the post Both 
were built in 1943 as compensation for quarters that were de- 
stroyed during the construction of the Golden Gate Bridge. The 
new residence was sited on a hillside to the south of the Kobbe 
Avenue officer quarters This building srte and the surround- 
ing yard area were carved out of the Presidio forest so that the 
trees that remained defined the edges of this area and created 
a sense of separation between it and the rest of the Kobbe Av- 
enue quarters (to the north) and Battery McKinnon-Stotsenberg 
{to the south) This hillside location provided views to the north 
of the Bay from both the residence and its parking terrace The 
new quarters combined elements from modern architecture 
wrth details from the Spanish Colonial Revival style in a way that 
was compatible wrth the overall architectural character of the 
post 
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Character-Defining Features of the Wright 
Loop Area 

Spatial Oiganlzation 

• Oblong or Qval-shaped s;te whose edges are defined by trees 
(part of the Presidio forest). 

■ Srted on a hillside with the front of the residence facing north to 
provide for viei^s of the bay 

Topographic ModlJlcatlons 

• The hillside site 3lopB5 down from the south to the north 

• Grading to create the alignment tor the looped driveway. 

■ Cut and fill to oeatetwo terraces: the upper terrace for the 
building aite and a lowerlenaceforthe parking lot in front of the 
residence 

■ The area in front (north) of parking terrace is graded to form 
gently sloping lawn 

Bu lldl ng s/ Structu res 

■ Modem building with detail3 or references to the ^anish 
Colonial Revival style that is compatible with the overall 

archrtectural character of the po3t 

■ Compatibilrty with the overall building matenalsforthe post: off- 
whrte stucco waHs with red tile roof. 

■ Concrete retaining walls reinforce the grade and define apace 
amund the residence The form of the walls repeats and 
rHnforceathe horizontal lines of the quarters. Retaining walls 
are located along south side of the sidewalk along Wisser Court, 
around the parking area located next to the west end of the 
quarters; arcund the outer edge of the front yard; and around 
the patio on the front (north) fa (;ade of the quarters. The walls in 
public spaces have a smooth finish Board form lines are visible 
in the walls located m less public areaa 



Vehicular Circulation 

■ Wright Loop is a paved road laid out in an oval-shaped loop 
that provides a controlled entry experience to and from the 
residence Its alignment js a response to the topography of the 

site 

■ Concrete curbs dehnethe edges of the road 

■ There is no rear service road, as iathe case for the other two 
residential areas within the CLA study area. However, the 

public and service areas are still separated Service functions 
are located at a paved area on the west end of the quarters A 
public or formal parking terrace is located to the north of the 
residence 

Pedesti'ian Circulation 

■ The connection between Kobbe Avenue {i e rest of post) and 
the residence is provided by a concrete sidewalk along south 
side of Wright Loop 

• The concrete sidewalk in front of the residence provides a 
connection and transrtron between the public sidewalk along 
Wright Loop and the circulatron within the yard 

■ Pedestrian drculatiDn cleariy delineated by concrete sidewalks 
along the sides and rear of building The alignment of these 
pedestnan paths is linear. 

Vegetation Features 

■ Stands of trees define the edges of the aite and provide privacy 

• Stand of trees are located in the lower (northwest) portion of 
the space in side the entry road loop These trees contribute to 
the entry and exrt experience along Wright Loop The entrance 
along Wright Loop is under the canopy of the trees The 
quarters and its surrounding yard area are open Likewise the 
e'A\t along Wright Loop is again under the canopy of the trees. 
Driving {or walking} under the tree cover heightens the sense of 
separateness and distance between the Wright Loop Quarters 
and the rest of the post. 



• The planting scheme around the quarters is similar to the Kobbe 
Avenue quarters The building is set with an open lawn Trees 
are not a prominent fe^ure within the yard Planting beds 
reinforce the layout of the pedestnan drcuJation paths 

Integrity ot the C ha racter-De lining Features for 
the Wright Loop Area 

Changes to the Wright Loop iite have been limited and moit 
of the character-defining features listed above remain in place. 

The red brick paving for the steps and entrance path to the 
front of the residence may have been added after the Presidio 
NHLD's period of significance. This change in matenafs {from 
concrete to bnck pavers] clearly signals the transition from the 
public space (and sidewalk} to the private space of the quarters. 
Additionally, the red brick is compatible with the materials and 
style of the quarters. (It is similar to that found at the entrance 
to the Officer Club [No. 1331].) 

Portions of the concrete sidewalks around the east end and the 
rear of the quarters are no longer in place 

The p[ant materials along the foundation of the residence and 
the bo>;wood hedges along the edges of the front yard and 
the parking terrace may have been added after the Presidio 
NHLD's period of significance. They are generally compatible 
with the planting schemes found at other residences on the 
post [in particular the commanding officer quarters iMo 1337]). 
However, some of the vegetation is overgrown for its location 
or in poor condition For example, the vegetation planted 
along the outside of the wall around the patio [located at the 
west end of the front facade) is overgrown and detracts from 
the horizontal line of the wall (The low concrete retaining walls 
repeat and reinforce the horizontal lines of the quarters } The 
boxwood hedge alorrg the parking lot is in poor condition, and 
there are gaps in the hedge. 
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Ruckman And Storey Neigliborhood 

The noncommissioned officer quartern area was one of the 

original clusters of features (along with the Parade Ground and 
Kobbe Avenue Quarters) that were developed as part of the 
1910 Fart Scott plan. Battery Wagner-Howe, located between 
Storey and Ruckman avenues, completed in 1895, una? the first 
feature inthi? area, and the spatial organization ofthis neigh- 
borhood developed around the battery and in re&ponseto 
the Bloping terrain of the area (The battery is described in the 
dJBCussian for Area 2. The Batteries.) 

The noncom missioned officer quarters area was Located on the 
east side of the Parade Ground It v/as a distinct area, separat- 
ed from the Parade Ground and from the officer quarters area 
(along Kobbe Avenue) and with a separate architectural char- 
acter This separation was enharrcedbythe Presidio forest that 
surrounded the quarters on the north, east, and south sides 

The quarters were constructed in several phases over a penod 
of 25 years' 

• Storey Avenue wa^ built around the same time a^ Battery 
Howe-Wagner to provide access to this structure After 
the construiIlDn of Fort Scott, this road became a major 
thoroughfare connecting the central portion of Fort Scott with 
Cnssy Field and the Main Post [it continues to provide this 
function today). The first quarters (Nos 1261, 1262, 1265, and 
126S} were built along the southwest side of this street at its east 
end in 1909-1910 




3 S Storey Avanue 
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• lnl9l2,threequarters[^os 1272, !273, and 1274) were built 
that extended this row of quarters to the vueat along the 
southwest side of Lower Storey Avenue 

■ The third phase of development vuas in 1921 when a row of 
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three quartera (Nos 1263, 1266, and 1270) uvss sddecJto the 

northeast aide of louver Storey Avenue 

■ Accommodation 5 for cars were routinely being provided tor 

on Army posts by the late 19105 and early 1920^ Service 
Toada [Appleton Street and Rod Road} vjsre added to the rear 
of the buildings to provide access to free-standing garages 
during this timeframe. 

■ After Battery Ho^ve-Wagner was decommissioned in 1920, 
the quarters Viiere emended around the battery In W33, three 
more quarters (Nos. 1275, 1276, and 127?) were added aouth 
of the battery along the aouth aide of Ruckman Avenue. 

A group of eight quarter? (Nos. 1289, 1290, 1291, 1293, 
12?4, 1295, 1297, and 1298) wag added to the north side of 
Battery Howe-Wagner, along Upper Storey Avenue in 1 933 

• Recreational faalities were in place for the non-commissioned 
offfcera by the mid-to-late 19303. In keeping with standard 
Army planning procedures, these facilrties Viiere located 
adjacent to the non-commissioned officer houajng Atennja 
cDuit WHS located at the east end of Appl^on Street. A 
noncommissioned officer club (No 1299) was located to the 
northwest of No 1298 on upper Storey Avenue (this building, 
known as the "Log Cabin," is located in Area 1 The Parade 
Ground ) A children's playground was located at Battery 
Howe-Wagner 



Character-Defining Features for the Ruclcman and 
5 to ley Quarters 

Although, built over an extended period of time, this group of quar- 
ters along Ruckman and Storey avenues has a cohesive character 
dueto a number of shared character! Etics and to the repetition of 

features along the ?treet5cape Character-defining features forthe 
Ruckman and Storey neighborhood include the following. 

Spatial organization and Buildings/ Structures 

• The quarters are located a unrform distance from the street and 
form a row of buildings along each side of the street. This uniform 
placement resuh's in the spaces behveen each building being similar 
The repletion of features (sidewalks, steps, retaining Viialls, location of 
planting beds, facades of buildings) creates visual continuity along the 
itreelscape The building's identrty is as part of group rather than as an 
individual feature 

■ All of the residences have aome details or components of the Spanish 

Colonial Revival sty^e. 

■ Buildings are painted ofF-white and have red tile or red-colored roofs. 

Topograpiilc Modifications 

■ To accommodate the change in elevation along Lower Storey Avenue, 
each quarters is set on a level terrace that has slight uniformly-graded 
slope at the edges This very subtle manipulation of the topography 
adds another layer of the repetition of features and is another e;- ample 
of the precise treatment of land scape features in this area that was 
typical of military installations during the early 20th century 

• Because the slope waa less ste^ along Ruckman Avenue and Upper 
Storey Avenue, there is simply a continuous grade [no terraces) 

between the residences 

• Concrete retaining walls and steps accommo dote the change in 
elevation between the front of the residences and the street along 
Lower Storey Avenue. 



Vehicular Circulation 

■ There are two paved main roads (Storey and Ruckman avenues) 
and two secondary or service roads {Appleton and Rod roads). 

• The curving alignment of the two main roads was a respond to 
the srte's topography and to the location of the Battery Ho^ve- 
Wagner 

■ TJie secondary roads are located to the rear of the quarters and 
provide access to garages and parking The alignment of each 

secondaiy road is roughly parallel to the row of quarters each 
serves. 

■ Lower Storey Avenue js detineated by a concrete c»;rb {edge 

of the concrete sidewalk} on both sides. Ruckman Avenue is 
delineated by a concrete curb on its south side Upper Storey 
Avenue is delineated by erther a concrete curb or concrete 
gutter on both sides Appleton Road is delineated by either a 
concrete gutter or curb along either side, at the east end of the 
road, there are stone curbs on either side (most likely WPA-era 
stone work). 

Pedestrian Circulation 

■ Sidewalks are located along the streets in front of the buildinga. 

■ Pedestnan circulation paths are clearly delineated by the 
sidewalks that connect the street to the front of each building 
and continue along the sides and rear of the buildings The 
arrangement of all sidewalks is linear 

■ Steps are used to connect changes in elevation between the 
street and the internal sidewalks {both in the front and rear of the 
residences). 

■ Concrete is the primary material for pedestrian circulation 
features. 
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Vegetation Features 

• Onginally 5tand5 of treea (part of the Pfe3idio fore^) surrounded 
the quarters on ea^ and south sides and parts of the north side 
The trees defined the edges of the non-commissioned officer 
housing area Additionally, the trees provided a picturesque 
setting and shehered the quarters from the wind 

• The front, side, and bade yards for each residraice are connected 
and form a common green space around the buildings. 

■ Marrow planting beds are located between the sidewalks and 
the building foundations. Ornamental plantinga are generally 
[imrted to these foundation planting? 

• Trees are not a prominent feature wrthin the yards. 

Integrity ot the C ha lactei-De lining Features for 
the Suckman and Staiey Quarters 

Today, the neighborhood located along Ruckman and Storey 
avenues maintains its remains a distinct dist net with a cohesive 
character and is still identifiable as distinct from the Parade 
Ground and the Kobbe Avenue area The unaltered arrange- 
ment of the quarters buildings, unaltered alignment of the 
roads, continued presence of the majority of the character- 
defining features, aswell asthe absence of the addition of 
new, non-contributing buildings or structures are all factors in 
the retention of this identity The similarity of the basic com- 
ponents within this cfuster, the repletion of features, and the 
orderly layout of circulation paths and planting beds, in addi- 
tion to contributing to the character of this neighborhood, all 
represent military planning traditions 

The major changes have been I) the construction of Doyle 
Drive and the Park Presidio (in the 1930s}- 2) the addition of the 
warehouse area (in 1941} along the edges this area, and 3) the 
removal of most of the surrounding forested area {a-i a result of 
the addition of these features} Trees were used at Fort Scott 



to definethe edges of groupings of buildings and to separate 
different land uses Today, Doyle Dnve, Park Presidio, and the 
warehouses definethe edges of this area rather than stands 
of trees, and there is no clear distmction between the hous- 
ing area (along Ruckman and Storey avenues) and the utilitar- 
ian warehouse area. Although these actions were undertaken 
during the Presidio NHLD's period of sign rficance, the addition 
of these road structures and Warehouse and the loss of trees 
altered the onginal design for Fort Scott The remaining stands 
of trees along Rod Road and at the east end of Storey Avenue 
still provide a limited sense of the original feeling of endosure 
and seclusion. 

The vegetated area at the west end of a garage (Mo 1245) 

along the south side of Appleton Road has been converted to a 
parking area The addition of this parking area also contributes 
to the lack of separation between two the drfferent land uses 
{housing and utilitarisn/service] along Appleton Road. 

There have been other more minor changes At some point 
after the end of the period of significance, the garages on Rod 

Road were torn down, and today cars are erther parallel-parked 
along the road or use a small parking lot located at the east 
end of the road The children's play ground at Battery Howe- 
Wagner IS gone [this is part of Area 2 The Batteries) The 
tennis courts at the east end of Appleton Street are now the 
location of part of the Presidio Trust native plants nursery None 
of these changes has altered the character-defining features of 
this neighborhood 

The Presidio Trust has already undertaken the rehabilitation of 
the ornamental vegetation features around the quartern. The 
design of the new or replacement plantings and choice of plant 
materials were undertaken in a way that is compatible with the 
historic vegetation characten sties of this area 



Warehouse Area 

The cluster of warehouses {Nos 1241, 1242, 1243, and 1344) 

that IS located south of the Appleton Street was built in 1 941 
During the initial construction phase ofthe post, this slop- 
ing hillside was left forested. The trees were removed and the 

hillside was graded into a series of three terraces [that descend 
in elevation from west to east) to create level building sites for 
the warehouses and ttr accommodate the new internal road 
system. 

Chaiacter-Definlng Featuies foi the 
Waiehouse Area 

Topogiaphlc modi Ilea tlons 

■ World War II era topographic modifications to the site^ the 
three terraces (that descend the hillside) andihe graded slopes 
behveen the terraces on the west end ofthe srte (between the 
terrace and Upton Avenue) and along the south side ofthe site. 

■ The 1930s topographic modrfication to create a level area for the 
noncommissioned officer tennis courts This level area {currently 
utilized by the Native Plant Nursery as a lath house} is located 

at the far southeast corner ofthe warehouse area and is located 
west of garage No. 1250. 

Epatlal Oiganlzation and Building s/Structuies 

■ The cluster arrangement ofthe long, rectangular warehouses 
(Nos. 1241,1242, 124^, 1244) oriented in a north-south alignment 
on the terraces. 

• Warehouse are examples of World War II temporary wood-frame 

construction using standard plans The utilitarian appearance of 
these buildings identifies them as a service area The buildings 
originally had wood srding The warehouses are painted off- 
whrte and have red-colored roofs, consistent with the treatment 
of buildings in the other areas of Fort Scott 
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• Concrete retaining rtiflll3 reinforce the 3lope on the west 3ide 
of the uppermo^t/vueat terrace and the west side of the lowest/ 
east terrace. The retaining abII on the uppermost ten'ace has 
a smooth fjniah, and there is also a aet of concrete atep^ that 
provide pedestrian access betuveen Upton Avenue (located 

al the top of the slope) and the terrace (and i^arehousea No. 
1241 and 1242) The lines from the board-form3 are visible on 
the retaining Viiall along the vjezt side of lowest/east terrace (on 
the west side of No 1244} The drfference in finishes may have 
been because the first wall (v^rth the smooth finish) was in b more 
visible or public locatjon 

Circulation 

• The alignment of the internal road that begin? at the west end 
of Appleton Road and generally parallel3 the alignment of 
Appleton Road (going along the north side of the ^arehou3e 
area, making a turn and continuing along the northeast side 
of the warehouse site, and connecting into the west end of 
Schofjeld Road 

• The location of paved areas around the warehouses. Asphalt- 
paved areas provide parking, loading areas, and vehicular 
access to the warehouses and to the native plant nurseiy and 
are located on the east side of Nos 1241 and 1242 (on the 
uppermost/west terrace), on the i^est side of No 124^ (on the 
second terrace); and on both sides of No. 1244 (on the third 
terrace) 

• The presence of either concrete gutters or concrete curbs along 
the edges of the road and the paved areas 

• Concrete steps located on the west side of the uppermost/ 
western terrace (warehouses No 1241 and 1242) that provide a 
pedestrian connection between Upton Avenue (and the Parade 
Ground area) and the warehouses. O^his circulation path is no 
longer actively used.) 



Integrity of tt\e Chaiactei-De lining Features for 
the Warehouse Area 

During initial construction phase of the po5t (1 910s), this area 
Was left forested. The sense of endosi^re and separation that 
the stand ol trees provided to the non-commissioned officer 
quarters along Ruckman and Lower Storey avenues was lost 
when the trees were removed to accommodate the construc- 
tion of the Warehouses. As a result, there is no visual bound- 
ary or separation between the residential neighborhood and 
this warehouse service area As Loechel et al. noted in their 
Guidelines for Documenting and Evaluating Historic Military 
Landscapes, military installations typically evolve to accom- 
modate changes in mission, and because these changes often 
happen in response to a crisis, it is not usual to have mixes of 
land-use areas and unrelated architectural styles (Loechel et al 
n d.: 14). However, at Fort Scott, because the cohesive char- 
acter the onginai plan remains largely intact, the impact of this 
warehouse area is more apparent than might otheivuise be the 
case 

Today, the four rectangular warehouses, its identity as a utili- 
tanan service area and the key character-defining features all 
remain in place. Three of the warehouses (Nos. 1241 , 1242, 
and 1243) retain their original wood siding. 

The presence of the Native Plants Nursery is a n on -contributing 

but compatible land use in this area l)the nursery is currently 
contained within the World War II -era spatial organization and 
2) the e.'^isting accommodations that have been made for its 
uie are reversible. 
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AREA 4 

The Conimmiity Center 
aiid Dragonfly Creek 



Area 4 includes tuvo ^epar^te groupi of features: 

■ The Dragonfly Creek ravine and officer recreation area 
(Community Center) located east of Uptan Avenue and 

■ The Commanding Officer Quarters, located i^est of Upton 
Avenue, which overlooks the ravfne and Community Center 

Dragonfly Creek and the 
Community Center 

Before the construction of Fort Scott, Dragonfly Creek vua? one 
of the Presidio's water sources, and there was limrted develop- 
ment (a windmilJ, possibly a weJI, and an underground reservoir) 

located here The slopes of the ravine surrounding the Dragon- 
fly Creek was cowered with trees [part of the Presidio forest) On 
the 1910 plan forthe new post, this areauuas left largely unde- 
veloped to provide a buffer for officer quarters area between 
the Parade Ground and noncommissioned officer quarters 
However, the west end of the ravine was cleared of trees and 
developed into a recreational area for the officers. 

Serv[ce clubs and recreational facilities are associated wrth the 
growth of the social and cultural amenities thst the Army began 
to provide to military personnel during the late 19th and early 
20th centuries By the early 20th century, these facilities were 
generally included in the military installation planning process 
Officers dubs were often located in prominent sites in ornear 
the officer quarters areas. (While nnn-commissioned ofpEcers 
iWCO) clubs were srted near the non -commissioned ofRcer 
housing ) The plans for these cluhs were not standardized, and 
they were sometimes located in pre-existing buildings that had 
originally been built tor other uses When new facilities were 
built, the clubhouses were generally one-story buildings that 
reflected contemporary archrtectural styles from their period of 



conBtruction {Goodwin et al 1995, Vol II 60 and 66) 

The group of features shown on the 1910 plan were in place 
by the late 1 910s and early 1 9205 The focus of this area Were 
the tennis courts [located in the general area of the present-day 
courts] and a log clubhouse located on the west side of the 
courts. There was a raised boardwalk that spanned the ravine 
and connected Kobbe Avenue to the Parade Ground The area 
around the courts and clubhouse was leveled and planted with 
grass The grass area immediately adjacent to the north side 
of the courts was more carefully maintained [it appears to have 
been irrigated and more unrform in appearance than the sur- 
rounding groundcover) Trees {mainly Monterey cypress) were 
planted around the clubhouse and along the slope along the 
north sfde of Kobbe Avenue {A well was shown on the 1910 
plan, the plan did not indicate whetherthis was an e>;isting fea- 
ture ora proposed decorative feature, no photographs or other 
information was located on this feature ) 

The taller eucalyptus trees, part of the Presidio forest stand, 
were left uncut on the north side of the ravine and contrasted, 

in histoncal photographs of this area, wrth the evergreens lo- 
cated around the tennis complex The portion of the Presidio 
forest north of Kobbe Avenue was also left in place in the ars3 
east of the boardwalk The Board of Officers 1 912 memo ■sug- 
gested that the trees in this area "be thinned out to provide a 
view of the bay and that these trees be cleaned up to form a 
park grove " The area along the sight lines along the creek were 
kept open and free of tall trees. 

According to the 1993 Presidio NHI_D update, a new ofFrcer 
club in the Spanish Colonial Revival Style Was built in 1921. 
The use of Spanish Colonial Revival detailing was consistent 
wrth the Army's practice of designing clubhouses to reflect 
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contemporary architectural styles The new building^ stucco 
exterior, red -tile roof, and uae o^ Spanish Colonial detailing 
Was compatible the averafl architectural character of Fort Scott 
and was decidedly le^s ru^tic-fooklng than the prevLou;; log 
cabin had been In 1 935-1936, the officer club was expanded 
Around this time, a dnve down to the club (Wool Court) from 
Upton Avenue and a parking lot [in approximately the same 
aize and sKape aE the present-day lot] were added. The we^t 
slope [along the east side of Upton Avenue) was re-graded into 
terrace;^ as part of one of the WPA projects in the late 1 930s In 
1 943, the tennis courts were rebuiFl 

During the late 1 9305, a system of stone retaining walla, paths, 
and steps Were built' around the tennis court and the club- 
bouse, up thewest slope to connect to Upton Avenue (in front 
of the Commanding Officer quarters), across the ravine to con- 
nect Kobbe and Upton Avenues {this path followed the same 
alignment as the eaHier boBrdWBlk)^ and up the south slope to 
connenzt to parking lots on Kobbe Avenue The addition of this 
stonework [that was similar m materials and appearance to that 
of the Officer Quarters along Kobbe Avenue) reinforced the 
identrty of these facilities as the officer recreation area One 
of the WPA projects also added a glass-enclosed porch to the 
officer club. 



C ha Tacter-De fining Features for 

Diagonfly Creek and the Community Centei 

Natural Features 

• Ravine 

• Presence of a water source (Dragonfly Cre^) 

Spatial Organization 

• Community or recreational features are located wrthin an area 

that IS lower in elevation than the surrounding landscape The 
sides of thi3 area are defined by slopes on the weat, north, and 
south sides These slopes and the surrounding stands of trees 
create a sense of aeparateness from the surrounding area and a 
sense of endoaure within the aite 

Topographic Characteristics and 
Modifications 

• Grading to create the leve^ construdiion artes for the cfubhouse, 
the tennis courts, and the bandatand (now the site for the 
handball court) 

• Grading to create terrace a on the west side of the arte (area 
between Upton Avenue and parking lot). 

• Grading to create the slope or bank along the south side of the 
srte (north of Kobbe Avenue} 

Buildings and Structures 

■ Tennis courts 

■ Wood-frame bandstand; this gaz^o-ljke structure is non-extant. 

■ Officer dub (No. 1331) with Spanish Colonial Revival d^ails, off- 
whrte stucco extenor, and red-tile roof 

Vehicular Circulation 

■ Three paved parking lota along the north side of Kobbe Avenue 
(Kobbe Quarters and Community Center): one at the corner of 
Kobbe and Upton avenues, one located just east of the steps 



and path that lead to the east side of the tennis courts, and one 
located at the east end of Kobbe Avenue Stone curbs define 
the edges of these parking lots 

• Drive (Wool Court) that provides access to the offrcw dub [No. 
1331} and its parking lot 

Pedestrian Circulation 

• System of concrete sidewalks and steps with stone curbs or 
retaining walEsthat provide pedestrian connections from the 
recreational area {located in the ravine} to the surrounding 
landscape The materials (stone) and workmanship {WPA-era 
stonework) used in the retaining walls and curita are similar to 
those of the stonewalls and curbs along Kobbe Avenue 

T Path with small footbridge that crosses the ravine and Dragonfly 
Creek and provides connections between the Kobbe Avenue 
quarters and Upton Avenue land the Parade Ground). 

2 Paths located around the tennis courts that provide connections 
to the parking lot and clubhouse (on the west end of this area} 
and to other paths 

3. Paths from the group parking area {at the corner of Kobbe and 
Upton avenues) down to the recreation facilrtiea 

4. Path from Upton Avenue down to the parking lot, this path is 
aligned with the front door of the commanding officer quarters 
[No 1337) 

5 Unpaved path with stone curbs located on the terrace on the 

west side of the parking lot 

Vegetation Features 

• Trees located along the slopes of the ravine and in the area east 
of the bandstand area 

■ Areas under the trees and around the tennis courts and 
clubhouse were kept open and free of undergrowth or 
understory vegetation. The ground plane was planted wrth low 
growing vegetation or grasa 
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■ Tvoo palm^ located ea^t of the footbridge (these trees frame the 
viem along the creek/rip an an area) and ivuo palms located on the 
east side of the tennis court. 

Integrity of the C ha lactei-De lining Features for 
Diagonfly Cieek and the Community Center 

Today, the character-denning features remain in place How- 
ever, much of the area's slopes, riparian corridor along Drag- 
onfly Creek, and the beds alongside the formal path^ are now 
overgrown with luy, blackberry, mattress wire vine, and other 
vegetation This vegetation also obscures the topography 
(slopes and terraces) of the area, and overall, the landscape 
surrounding the clubhouse and tennis courts is less open than 
during the period of signrficance. Some of the stonework and 
concrete sidewalks and steps are in poor condition dueto 
weathering and/or poor repairs. Brick pauing has been added 
to the entrance area on the east ^ide of the clubhouse and has 
replaced a portion of the concrete sidewalk in this area The 
level area below (east) of the tennis courts has been paved with 
asphalt and currently has some type of wood practice-board, 
the bandstand is no longer extant, redwood trees have also 
been planted around this paved court. 

Commanding Officer Quarters 

The general location of the commanding officer quarters 
(No. 1337) on Upton Avenue waa shown on the Constructing 

Quartermaster's January 1910 and January 1911 plans, but this 
residence was not constructed until 1915 The residence for 
the post's commanding officer Area waa set wrthin a parcel of 
land located between the Headquarters Building [to the north) 



and the office quarters (to the south) The building's classically - 
derived archrtectural elements and detailing, red bnck exterior, 
and red-colored hip roof were similar in appearance to the row 
of officer quarters along Kobbe Avenue However, the location 

of this building, within a clearly defined and separate parcel of 
land, provided a separation from the officer quarters and repre- 
sented the hierarchy of housing that was typical on Army posts 

The topography In this area sloped down from West to east, 
and the site was graded to create a level terrace on the west 

side and a sloping yard on the east, the transition between 
these two areas uuas a sloped bank The quarterswas located 
at the east edge of the terrace facing east overlooking the 
ravine [Dragonfly Creek) where the new officer recreation area 
{with the officer club and tennis courts) was located. OriginalLy, 
the residence may have had a view of the Bay to the distance. 

A^i in other locations on the post, trees (that were part of the 
Presidio forest) originally covered the site The eastern por- 
tion of the site [theyard area below the upper terrace) and 
immediately around and behind the building site was cleared. 
The trees on both sides of the new quarters were left uncut so 
that they formed two flanking arms, in a 45 -degree angle, that 
framed the building The trees also provided a buffer between 
the commanding officer quarters and the brick ordnance repair 
shop [No. 1339) [ocated on Kobbe Avenue at the southwest 
corner of the site 

Sometime in the late 1910s or early 1 920s, a dnveway was 
added to the backyand of the quarters {connecting at Kobbe 
Avenue and Green ough Avenue) {A comparison of aerial pho- 
tographs from the mid-to-late 1 9305 and late 1940s show fewer 
trees here^ although the symmetry of the trees flanking the 
front was still evident) Trees were also removed immediately 



north of the house in the late 1930s when stone retaining walls 
were added (dunng one of the WPA projects) 

During the late 1 930s, a garage (No. 1341)was added to the 
rear of the property (at Green ough Avenue) Stonework was 
also added by one of the various WPA projects during this 
period: stone pillars marking the sides of the entrance to the 
driveway (along Kobbe Avenue) and to create stone retaining 
walls to create a patio area on the north side of the residence. 

ChaiacteT-Definlng Featuies foi tne 
Commanding Ofllcei Q-uarters 

Spatial Oiganlzatlon 

■ Building located in the central area of a site defined by the Fort 
Scott Road system Ralston Avenue (north side), Upton Avenue 
(ea^t side), Kobbe Avenue {south side), and Greenough Avenue 
(west side) 

■ Division of the site into an upper terrace (on the western ponion 
of the site) and sloping lawn (on the eastern portion). The 

residence i^ sited on the east edge of the twrace overlooking 

the Dragonfly Creek ravine 

Topographic Modlllcations 

■ Grading to create an upper terrace and sloping lawn. 

■ Unjform slope of bank that connects the upper terrace and 

sloping Jawn. 

Pedestrian Circulation 

■ Use of concrete as the primary matenal 

■ Sidewalk along the east edge of the site along Upton Avenue 
(that provides a connection between the officer quarters on 
Kobbe Avenue and the Parade Ground) 

■ Two parallel sidewalks that lead from the Upton Avenue sidewalk 
to the front of the residence. 
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■ Sidewalka around the vdez and rear of the residence 

■ A sidewalk from ea^t side of property that connects to the 
circular ^idei^alk in the northeast corner of the arte 

■ A arcuJar sidewalk feature at the northeast corner of the ^rtethat 
provides connections to commanding officer quarters, Upton 
Avenue sidewalk, and the Headquarters Building. 

Stone Fdatuies 

■ Stone pillars marking the sides of the entrance to the dnveWiy 

(along Kobbe Avenue) 

■ Stone retaining walls define a patio area on the north 5[de of the 
residence. 

■ The materials and workmanship [stone and WPA era stonework) 
used in the pillars and retaining walls are similar to those of the 
stonewalls and curbs along Kobbe Avenue 

Vegetation Features 

■ Trees located in stands to the north and south of the residence 
These two stands create two flanking arms, m a 45-degree angle, 
that framed the building. 

■ Grass lawn a cross the front of the quarters. 

■ Row of date palms along the east and north edges of the site 
(The palms only extend half way alongthe north side because 
onginally there was a structure that covered a parking lot located 
along the remaining portion of this edge of the property Today, 
the parking lot remains but the structure that covered it has been 
torn down ) 

• Foundation planting beds located in the space betuveen the 
sidewalks around the building and the foundation of the 
quarters. 

■ Me.'^ican fan palm tfee located in the middle of the circular 
sidewalk stthe northeast corner of the property 



Integrity of ttie Chaiactei-De lining Features at 
the Commancilng Ofllcer Quarters 

Today, although the key character-defining features remain m 
place, there have been ^ome changes to the landscape 

Fewer tree^ remain in the areai to the north and south of the 
residence, and these two stands no longer have the clearly 
defined presence that original!)' framed either 5ide of the com- 
manding officer quarters. 

The ornamental planting beds around the residence and along 
the sides of theyard appear to have been added or planted 

after the end of the Presidio NHLD penod of signrficance, and 
curvilinear planting beds have been added outside of the nar- 
row linear bed ars3 around the foundation ofthe building. 

A fence {lattice wood] has been added along the north side 
□f the property (between the garage and the ordnance repair 
shop) to address present-day privacy and security needs [con- 
trol access to the backyard area 
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treatment recommendations 



treatment recommendations 



This chapter provides treatment recommendations 
for the character-defining features identified in the 
previous chapter. The treatment recommendations 
are based on the goals established in the PTMP and 
follow the Secretary of the Interior's Rehabilitation 
Standards and Guidelines. 
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The Presidio Trust 
Management Plan 

n the Presidio Trust ManagsmenJ Pian (PTMP), Fort Scott is 
envisioned as s contemplative retreat in which Fort Scott's "rich 
collecthon of histonc buildings and designed landscape" ^ill be 
managed in a manner that retains the dratrict's contemplative 
setting Preferred uses at Fort Scott ^ill include educational and 
conference facilrtiesaswell as lodging, housing, and support 
services The PTfUlP'g strategy for achieving these goals at Fort 
Scott includes thefollowing components. 

• Restoring the Parade Ground and reestablishing rt as the 
district's mam gathering place 

• Rehabilitating historic buildings Viirth respect to their netting and 
hjitonc duster arrangement 

• Rehabilitating histofic gardens and landscape features. 

• Preserving and enhancing Dragonfly Creek and other natural 
resources in the area. 

• Preserving and interpreting for visitors the historic battenes and 
coastal defense structures 

• Simplifying the road system and enhancing pedestnan tonnec- 
tions lo adjacent areas 

• Ensunng that any neuu construction is sited and configured to be 
compatible uurth the historic district. 

n accordance with these PTMP goals, the treatment recom- 
mendations for Fort Scott's cuJIural landscape are based on the 
Secretary nf the Interior's StandaoJs for Rehabilitation 



The Secretary of the Interior's 
Standards for Rehabilitation 

rfie Secretary of the Intenor's StandardG for the Treatment of 
H isf one Pfopertres [Secretary's Standards) provide the common 
language and a corrsistent framework for preservation prac- 
tices The Secretary's Standards define four management 

strategies ortreatments: preservation, restoration, recon- 
struction, and rehabilitation Presen/ation, restoration, and 
reconstruction emphasize the maintenance of a property's 
appearance and condition during a particular historical period 
Rehabilitation assumes that there have been and will ba chang- 
es and provides guidance to allow for a compatible contempo- 
rary use of the property through aherations and additions while 
preserving those ponions or features which convey its histon- 
cal, cultural, or architectural values (NFS 2007a and b] 

The Secretary's Standards and Guidelines for Rehabilitation" 

■ Provide guidelines for incorporating a contemporHry use of the 

property while preserving the portions and features of the prop- 
erty which are significant. 

■ Focus attention on the preservation of those materials, features, 
finishes, spaces, and spatial relationships that, together, give a 

property its historic character 

■ Emphasize the retention and repair of historic materials but pro- 
vides more latitude for replacement because it is assumed the 
property is more deteriorated {than that of a property requinng 
only presenjation) 

• Provide guidance for the replacement of extensively deterio- 
rated, damaged, or missing features using either traditional or 
substitute matenals 



Standards for Kehabilitation 

The Secretary's Standards for Rehabilitation consist often prin- 
ciples that should guide all planning and treatment for the Fort 
Scott cultural landscape 

1 A property will be used as it was historically or be given a new 
use that requires minimal change to its distinctive materials, 
features, spaces, and spatial relationships. 

2 The historic character of a property will be retained and 
preserved The removal of distinctive matenals or alteration of 
features, spaces, and spatial relationships that characterize a 
property i^ilt be avoided. 

3 Each property will be recognized as a physical record nf italimo, 
place, and use Changes that create a false sense of historical 
development, such as adding conjectural features or elements 
from other historic properties, will not be undertaken. 

4. Changes to a property that have acquired historic significance 
in their own right will be retained and preserved. 

5. Distinctive materials, features, finishes, and construction 
techniques or examples of craftsmanship that characterize a 
property will be presen/ed 

6 Deteriorated historic features will be repaired rather than 
replaced Where the severity of deterioration requires 
replacement of a distinctive feature, the new feature will match 
the old in design, color, texture, and, where possible, materials. 
R^lacement of missing features will be substantiated by 
documentary and physical evidence. 

7. Chemical or physical treatments, if appropnate, wilf be 

undertaken using the gentlest means possible Treatments that 
cause damage to historic materials will not be used 
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a Archetrlogicfll resources will be protected and preserved in 

place If 5uch resource? must be disturbed, mitigation measures 
will be undertaken. 

9. rJewv flddrt[ons, exterior alterations, or related new constructjon 

will not destroy historic materials, features, and spatial 
relationships that characterize the property. The new work will 
bedrfferentiated from the old and will be compatible with 
the histonc matenals, features, size, scale and proportion, 
and massing to protect the integrity of the property and its 
environment 

10 New addjtrans and adjacent or related new construction will be 

undertaken in a such a manner that, rf removed in the future, 
the essential form and integrity of the histonc property and rts 
environment would be unimpaired {NPS 2C07) 



Guidelines for the Treatment of 
Cultural Landscapes 

In addition to these general principles, the Secretary 'i Stan- 
dards provide detailed guidelines to address the unique 
characteristics of cultural landscapes (i e ones that are not ad- 
dressed or required for the treatment for buildings and struc- 
tures) in The Secretary of the Interior's Standards for the Treat- 
ment of Hist one Properties with Guidelines for the Treatment of 
Cultural Landscapes {NFS 1996) {Guidelines for the Treatment 
of Cultural Landscapes) These Guidelines for the Treatment 
□f Cultural Landscapes should be consulted for guidance when 
questions ariae that have not been specifically addressed in this 
CLA. 

Rehabilitation Guidelines for 
Historic Buildings 

The Secretary of the Interior's Rehabilitation Standards Sl II- 
fustrated Guidelines for Rehabilitating Historic Buildings (NPS 
1995] (Rehabilrtation Guidelines for Historic Buildings) is a 
companion publication for historic buildings This publication 
provides guidance specific to historic buildings and structures 
Guidelines for Rehabilitating Buildings at the Presidio of San 
FranciicD (Architectural ResourceE Group 1995) is a version 
of these guidelines that is specific to the Presidio WHLD The 
guidance related to exterior materials is pertinent to the reha- 
bilitation of the Fort Scott cultural landscape. 



GenGral Guidance for 

Plant Materials 

Only a limited amount of primary source material was found 
during the preparation of this CLA that provided information on 
the ornamental plant species used at Fort Scott. 

Replacement of deteriorated plant materials orthe addition of 

new vegetation should be compatible with the historic vegeta- 
tion characteristics described in the "List of Character-Defining 

Features" for each area 

Specific species should be chosen from the Presidio Trust's 
"List 1 Plants for Consideration in Designed Landscapes " 
This list consists of a variety of planting [including trees, shrubs, 
and groundcovers) that 

■ Were histoncally used within the Presidio f^HLD or 

• Have been u^ed subsequent to the historic periods of signifi- 
cance but maintain the character ofthe designed landscapes 
found within the Presidio 

This list also takes into consideration' 

• Sustainability goafs sudi as being louu maintenance, long-Eives, 
drought tolerant [once established) and resistance to common 
pests and diseases and 

■ The protection of native plant species or plant communities and 
the threats from potential cross-pollination, hybndizatjon, or 
invasive tendencies 
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Reference Documents For 

Rehabilitation At Fort Scott 

The follouumg document? or information should be consulted 
for general guidance related to treatment recommendations rn 
thii CLA. 

• The Presidio Trust Management Plan: Land Use Policies for 
Area B ofthe Presrdio of San Franctsco 
(PTMP) (Presidio Tm&t 2C02) 

■ The Secretary ofths intenorh Standards for the Treatment of 
Mratonc Properlres (MP^2C07) 

■ The Secretary ofthe /nteriorS Standards for the Treatment of 
ii\stonc Properties with GuideJines for the Tfeatment ofCiiltufai 
Landscapes (r\J PS 1996) 

■ The Secretary ofthe /ntej"ior^ Rehabilitate on Standards & ll- 
lustrated CJuideJines for ffehabelitatmg Histonc Sui/dmgs [NFS 
1995} and Gurde/jne^ for Pehabi/itatmg EurJdings at the Preird/o 
of San Francrsco (Architectural Pesourcea Group 1995) 

■ The Presidio of San Francrsco, Vegetation Management Plan 
and Envjronjnenta/ Asfjessment [VMP} (Presidio Tru^t 2C01) 
including Appendix C with Plant List I Plants for Consideration 
in Designed Landscapes, Plant List 2: Conditional-Uie Plants in 
Designed Landscapes, and Plant Lrst 3: Refltricted-Use Plant? in 
Designed Landscapes 

■ The Saacoact Fortfrcations Preservation Manual (NPS 1999). 
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AREA 1 

The Parade Ground and 

Barracks 



The Parade Ground planning area includes the horiEGhoe- 
Ghaped area defined by Ralston and Upton avenues as well as 
the area located between Storey Avenue (at the north end of 
the Parade Ground) and Doyle Drive Fort Scott's two major 
open spacEG (the Parade Ground and the Drill Field), its admin- 
istrative functions, the housing for enlisted men, and various 
support or service functions uuere located in this area 

The three major components of the 1910 plan the Parade 
Ground, the row of buildings around the perimeter of the 
Parade Ground, and the circulation system remain in place and 
provide the framework for the spatial organization of this area. 
The continuing presence of these cntical features provides the 
opportunity for the rehabilitation of the Parade Ground cultural 
landscape However, changes to the circulation and vegetation 
features and additions of new features (not in the original plan) 
have altered the design and intent of the 1910 plan 

The alignment of the roads and pedestrian paths are critical to 
the spatial organization of the Parade Ground area and where 
these remain unaNiered, the darity or legibility of the cuH:ura[ 
landscape generally remains intact. Conversely, the area with 
the greatest challenges (along Ralston and Upton avenues 
east of the Parade Ground) is where the original circulation 
alignment and features have been altered. Here the formally - 
planned design and interaction of the landscape, sidewalks, 
and roads now appears to be an ad-hoc landscape dominated 
by parking Pavement has been added to the sides of roads 
and around and between buildings to provide addrtional areas 
for parking In general where asphalt has been added, vegeta- 
tion has been removed The onginal clarity of the circulation 
routes and the distinction between the pedestrian and vehicu- 
lar environments are less evident today. The Increased domi- 



nance of pavement has altered the character of the Parade 
Ground area and has resulted in the loss of the landscape 
setting around the buildings on Upton Avenue. 

The planting scheme of the Parade Ground and around the 
barracks is no longer apparent Some areas that were onginal ly 
lawn grass are now paved over, this has occurred in the areas 
between the barracks The distinction between the ground 
plane of the Parade Ground and that around the barracks and 
Headquarters Building has disappeared (The condrrion of the 
lawns has also contributed to this lack of distinction) Today, 
most of the cordy lines around the edge of the Parade Ground 
are gone, and the ones that remain are in poor condition and 
near the end of their life span. Only remnsnts of the foundation 
plantings around the Parade Ground buildings remain in place, 
and the foundation treatment varies from building to building 
The remaining plants do not have the appearance of a deliber- 
ate design and do contnbule lotheuniform appearance that 
was part of the Parade Ground's historic image {and an expres- 
sion of the Army's value of order in the landscape) 

Fort Scott's original connection to the bluffs and its orientation 
toward the bay are no longer apparent and have all practice 
purposes been permanently altered. Doyle Drive separated 
the post from the bluffs to the north and ended the role of this 
geographical feature in delineating the north end of the post. 
The presence of Doyle Drive blocked the original views from 
the Parade Ground to the bay and severed the visual connec- 
tion to ft and the Golden Gate The trees that were planted 
along the south side of this structure were planted to screen 
views of Doyle Drive but now frame the north end of this area 
(much as the Presidio forest does on the south endj. 
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The add ft ion of the recreational complex at the north end of 
the Parade Ground has added n on -contributing features ta this 
highly vialblQ atee. These features clutter and truncate the views 
along the Parade Grounds north-ftnuth axis, and the bathroom 

structure (No 12B6) is located directly on the aKis/sightline with 

the front of the Headquarters Building 

During World War l(, Viiar-related facilrties were added to the 
area north of Storey Avenue These included a theater [No 
13B70, a chapel {Mo. 1389), and a nuraef^ (No. 1390) These 
buildings remain in place today and are examples of World 
War II temporary, wood-frame construction The appearance of 
these buildings does not relate to the architectural character 
of the Parade Ground; nor does the arrangement of this group 
of buildings (and the related paued areas) relate to the original 
spatial organization of the Parade Ground. However, due to 
their location on the north side of Storey Avenue and the slop- 
ing topography of this area, this group of World War II build- 
ings is not visible from the Parade Ground, and this [imita the 
direct impact ofthi^ area on the Parade Ground 

The Log Cabin (No 1299) is located at the eastern edge of this 
area, north of Storey Avenue However, its location does not 
impact the original spatial organization of the Parade Ground 
area 

See pages 78-33 for a list of the character-defining featurai for 
the Parade Ground and BarracLs area 

See pages S4-89for a more detailed discussion on the current 
condition of the character-defining features and the treatment 
issues for the Parade Ground and Barracks area. 



Recommendation 1: 

Protect and maintain the character-defining features, charac- 
teristics, and matenals within the Parade Grounds and Barracks 
area. 

Recommendation 2: 

Repair deteriorated character-defining features and materials, 
as ret^uired. If the level of deterioration or damage precludes 
repair, then replacement of the feature or matenal should be 
undertaken in keeping with the Secretary of the (ntenor's Reha- 
bilitation standards and guidelines 

Recommendation 3: 

Assess the condition of the character-defining concrete features 
(such as steps, walks, curbs, and gutter;:) and treat, as required, 
to protect and maintain. 

Recommendation 4: 

Rehab ilrtate the circulation features to restore the historic char- 
act er-defin in g characteristics. 

4 1 To the extent possible (given current health and safety stan- 
dards), remove the additions of pavement along Ralston and 
Upton avenues These addrtions include areas where the roads 
have been widened and areas vjherethe landscape setting 
around buildings have been removed and paved 

45 Remove the segment of the sidewalk, aligned at a 45-degree 

angle, that connects to the east side of the basketball court 
area; this sidewalk no longer serves the purpose it was buih for 
and n an anomaly to the histonc pedestnan circulation system 

4 3 Rehabilrtatet^ie stone curb at the Log Cabin. 

4 4 At Buildings facing the Parade Ground, maintain the historic 
condrtion of primary building access facing the Parade Ground, 
with secondary access on other elevations 



Recommendation 5: 

Rehabilitate the vegetation features at the Parade Ground, fol- 
lowing the guidelines in theVMP and based on the informatitrn 
on character-defining features and materials in this Cl_A. 

5 T Conduct I research to determine if there is additional hfstoncal, 
pictonal, and/or physical documentation for the Parade Ground 
that could guide the rehabilitation decisions 

5 2 Assess the condition of the trees on the Parade Ground and 

based on the arbonst's report, undertake measures to protect 
and maintain the trees If the ma|orTty of the cordylines are 
recommended for removal [i^/hich is possible since they appear 
to be in poor condition), then consideration should be giueto 
replacing all of the trees to maintain a consistent appearance 
and size 

5 3 Rehabilrtate Parade Ground turf area Erther through the 

selection of ground cover vegetation and/or maintenance, re- 
establish the distinction between the groundplane around the 
Parade Ground and that surrounding the barracks 

5.4RemoVethe pavement between the barracks and re-establish 

the lawn areas If removing these parking areas is not fea- 
sible, then the paved area should be reduced At a minimum 
undertake the following, the paved area that is next to the 
Parade Ground should be removed [at least to or beyond the 
alignment of the barracks) and the lawn areas should be re- 
established This would partially restore the landscape setting 
betuueen the barracks and would restore a continuous area of 
grass around the edge of the Parade Ground 

5 5 Remove the remnant foundation plantings around the Barracks 
and Headquarters Building Establish a comprehensive plant- 
ing critena and plant palette that is compatible with the historic 
character-defining vegetation features and materials The plant 
palette should be developed using the Presidio Trust's "List 1. 
Plants for Consideration in Designed Landscapes " 
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Recommendation 6: 

Rehabilitate ^ey imajl-tcaJe features ot the Psr^de Ground. 

6 1 Repair the concrete medallion located in the ^outh end of the 
Parade Ground and replace the flag pole that was historically 
Jocflted in front (north) of the headquarters building 

62 Remove the variety of non-contributing 5mall scale feature? 
located around the Parade Ground {i e signage, lighting, etc) 

6 3 Establish signage, lighting, and site furnishings guiddines, as 
reauiredn that are compatible with the historic character of Fort 
Scott 

Recommendation 7: 

Remove the asphalt paving from the triangular-shaped area that 
IS defined by Lincoln Boulevard, Storey Avenue, and the north 
lide of Barracks No. T20S. Develop a planting plan or criteria 
that is appropriate for this major entrance into the post The 

plant palette should be developed using the Presidio Trust's 
"Lut 1 Plants for Consideration m Designed Land^capei " 

Recommendation 8: 

Reinforce the important open feeling at the north end of the 
Parade Ground by removing non-contributing features that 
obscure the crrginal character and feeling The Recreation 

facilities at the north end of the Parade Ground have a negative 
impact on the integrity of this area, and thier impact could be 
reduced by the following reccommendations 

8.1 Remove the bathroom fadlrty {No 12B6), basketball court 
pavement, and the associated fencing; restore the original 
grade to this portion of the Parade Ground, and re-establish 
turf in this area. 

8 2 Assess the lighting needs at the baseball field and explore 

'/jay'i to minimize the visual presence of lighting, through better 
design and location of fixtures, orthrought the removal of light 
standards. 



B 3 Consider the relocation of the basketball courfato another 

location such as the area north of Storey Avenue or at the Com- 
munity Center (Area 4). 



Recommendation 9: 

Consider using the area north of Storey Avenue to accommo- 
date new or relocated features or land uies, rf required Storey 
Avenue provides a clear boundary between the Parade Ground 
and the area north of Storey Also vegetation and changes in 
the grade in the area north of Storey Avenue can be used to 
shield these new land uses or structures from views from the 
Parade Ground 
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AREA 2 

The Batteries (Saffold, 
Dynamite and Howe Wagner 



There are three battenes within the study area for the Fort Scott 
Cultural Landscape Assessment Battery Ho^we-Wagner, Battery 
SafFold, and Battery Dynamrte Area 2 includes the land sur- 
rounding these batteries 

• Battery Hoviie-Wagner i^ located to the east of the north end of 
the Parade Ground, and the area around the battery is defined 
by the roads that surround the battery (Battery Wagner Road, 
Ruckman Avenue, and Upton Avenue) 

■ For Batteries SafFold and Dynamite (both located on the west 
side of the Parade Ground), this area is defined by the Ralston 
Avenue, Grsenough Avenue, Kobbe Avenue, and Lincoln Boule- 
vard. 



Battery Howe-Wagner 

Battery Howe-Wagner fNo. T2B7), facated between Storey 
and Ruckman avenues, vjas completed in 1895 and was an 
active part of the San Francisco seacoasl defense system from 
1895 to 1920. The battery uuas built in the shape of a cross 
with four pita, each of which contained tour, breech -loading, 
iZ-inch mortars and had typical Endicctl Battery features, the 
importance of rts location in relation to its function, a concrete 
structure, protective earthen berms, a paved road into the bat- 
tery, and use of vegetation to maintain the slope of the berm 
and later to pmvide camouflage 

The battery's mortars uuere removed in 1 920, and after that 
datSj the battery was used as a storage area or left vacant. 
After the end of the period of significance fpost-1945), three of 
Battery Howe-Wagner'^ four pits {Battery Howe's pit B and Bat- 
tery Wagner's prts C and D) were covered with dirt to create a 
hill over the battery, and tree! now cover mast of this hiJl. The 
integrity of Battery Howe-Wagner has been compromised To- 



day, the battery more closely resembles a natural feature rather 
than a man-made one. This makes it difficult to understand the 
battery^ function Within the seacoast fortification system 

The remaining Monterey cypress trees, located around the 
perimeter of the battery, sr^ a distinctive vegetation feature at 
Fort Scott and continue to define the edge of the battery Ad- 
ditionally, because this row of trees contrasts with the irregular, 
natural -looking grove of pine trees that now covers the battery, 
they are a visual clue to the presence of the battery. How- 
ever, the effectiveness of the Monterey cypress to provide this 
distinction is threatened by any future loss of individual trees 
and by the fact that the remaining Monterey cypress trees are 
neanng the end of their lifespan There are gap5 in the row of 
Monterey cypress trees and it no longer completely encircles 
the battery all of the trees along thewest side of the battery 
are gone, the eastern half of the row of trees on the north side 
IS gone^ and the row of trees along the south side conslrts of 
two groups of trees with noticeable gaps at both ends and in 
the middle The loss of these trees has occurred since the end 
of the Presidio NHLD's period of signrficance (1945) 

See pages 90-92 for the common charanzter-defining features 
for Endicott Batteries 

See pages 92-93 for a list of the character-defining features for 
Battery Ho we- Wagner 

See pages 93-94 for a more detai[ed discussion on the current 
condition of the character-defining features and treatment is- 
sues at Battery Howe-Wagnec 
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Recommendation 1: 

Assess the opportunities for interpretation related to Battery 
Howe-Wagner based on rt? design and function within the lea- 
co flftt fortHi cation system 

The battery was the only cruciform mortar battery within the San 
Franciica Seacoast FoitiJicatiDn system. Alio, Battery Howe- 
Wagner differed from Battery SafFold (the other Endicott battery 
within the CLA 5tudy iirea} rt had mortars ratherthan guns and 
so had a different design and function wrthinthe fortification 
system 

Recommendation 2: 

Assess the issues related to the rehabilitation of Battery Howe- 
Wagner involving the restoratjon of the pits, the crucrform 
earthworks, and the internal road ay^lem. 

Recommendation 3: 

if the restoration of the pits, cruciform earthworks, and internal 

road system is not feasible, the following rehabilitation steps 
should be undertaken^ 

3 1 Remove the stand of trees on top of the battery 

3 2 Rehabilitate the slope and plant a compatible turf or ground- 
cover Follow the guidance in the VfVlP for this new vegetation 

and selenzt the turf or ground cover from the Presidio Tnjst's List 
I Plants for Consideration m Designed Landscapes 

3.3 Remove the garage ff^o 1285) in Pit A so thai this remaining pit 
may be interpreted 

3 4 Assess the condition of the remaining battery structure in order 

to determine the level of intervention or treatment that is 
required to protect and maintain this feature Take rehabilitation 
measures, as required 



Recommendation 4: 

Assess the heahh and condrtron of the remaining Monterey 
cypress trees in the row around the battery Based on the 
arbonst^ report, develop a plan forthe rehabilitation of this 
row of trees 

4 1 Protect and maintain the existing trees. 

4 2 Replant missing trees indudmg the ones on the west side 

4 3 Remove paving or any other structures on the west side of the 
battery that prevent the re-establishment of this section of the 

row 



Battery Saffold 



Battery Saffold ff*Jo. 1354), located between Lincoln Boulevard 

and Greenough Avenue, was completed in 1S98 and shares 
some of the same characteristics as Battery Wagner-Houue the 
importance of its location in relation to its function, a concrete 
structure, protective earthen berms, a paved road into the 

battery, and the use of vegetation to maintain the slope of the 
berm and laterto provide camouflage Battery Safford's guns 
were declared obsolete and removed in 1943, and since then 
the battery has been used for storage or vacant. 

Although its key character-defining features remain in place 
(concrete structure, earth berm, and road), there have been 
critical changes to these features. The northern haFf of Battery 
Saffold Road has been absorbed into the non-historic paved 
service yard that is located between Battery SaffokJ and Battery 
Dynamite During the period of significance. Battery Saffold 
was a visible structure and topographic feature within Fort 
Scott's cultural landscape. Today, eucalyptus, Monterey cypress 
trees, and other vegetation obscure the battery [both the con- 



crete structure and its protective earthen berm) The growth of 
the vegetation to the west of the battery (including in areas to 
thewestlhal are outside of the study area for thin CLA] and on 

the west-side berm blocks the sight lines between the battery 
and ocean and limits the understanding of the battery's func- 
tion uuithm the seacoast fortification system 

See pages 90-92 for the common character-defining features 
for Endicott Batteries 

See pages 94-96 for a list of the character-defining features for 
Battery Saffold 

See pages 96-93 tor a more detailed discussion on the current 
condition of the character-defining features and treatment is- 
sues at Battery Saffold 

Recommendation 5: 

Assess the opportunities forthe interpretation of Battery Saf- 
fold related to its design and function within the San Francisco 

Seacoast Fortification system, and in relation to its unique guns 
(capable of being rotated 360 degrees) 

Recommendation b 

Assess the issues related to the rehabilitation of Battery Saffold 
(based on its interpretive potential) 

Recommendation 7: 

Assess the condition of the battery's reinforced concrete struc- 
ture, earthworks, and road in order to determine the levef of in- 
tervention or treatment that js required to protect and maintain 
these features Take rehabilitation measures, a^ required. 
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Recommendation 8: 

Undertake a systematic program tn remove ivy, mattreg^ ^ire 
vine, and other invasive vegetation from the battery's earth- 
works and in the surrounding area Replant with a compatible 
groundcover (selected from Li^t 1: Plants for Consideration in 
Designed Landscapes] 

Recommendation 9: 

Remove the trees that are currently grouumg on the earthworks, 
in the area immediately around the battery {to the north, east, 
and south), and from the area west of the battery [along the 
original sight lines for the gum). 



Battery Dynamite 



Battery Dynamite, complete in 1895, Was built to test an 

expenmental gun that used compressed airto fire charges of 
dynamite. The battery's guns and their related machinery werE 
removed in 1904 after the battery was declared obsolete in 
1901. The battery shared certain character-defining features 

vjfth the Fort Scott Endicott batteries^ its need to be located 
vj'rthin proximity of the coastline, the use of reinforced concrete 
as the primary structural material, protective earthen berms, 
and a roadway designed to provide access to the battery 

Battery DynamHie was originally a distinct feature within Fort 

Scott's cultural landscape However, the battery's earthworl<a 
are currently covered by trees and other vegetation, and the 
battery is no longer easily identifiable 

See pages 98-99 for a list of the character-defining features for 
Battery Dynamite 

See pages 93-99 for a more detailed discussion on the current 



condition of the character-definjng features and treatment is- 
sues at Battery Dynamite. 

Recommendation 10: 

Assess the opportunities for interpretation of Battery DynamPte 
related to its design and function within the San Francisco 
Seacoasl Fortification system {i e as the Harbor Defense Com- 
mand Post/Harbor Entrance Command Post) and in relation to 

its experimental guns 

Recommendation 11: 

Assess the issues related to rehab ilrtation of Battery Dynamite 
{based on its interpretive potential and in relation to new uses) 

Recommendation 12: 

Assess the condition of the battery's reinforced concrete struc- 
ture concrete structure, retaining walls, and powerhouse and 
earthworks to determine the leve[ of intervention or treatment 
that IS required to protect and maintain these features. Take 
rehabilitation measures, as required 

Recommendation 13: 

Undertake a systematic program to remove ivy, mHttresB wire 
vine, and other invasive vegetation from the battery's earth- 
works and in the surrounding area Replant with a compatible 
groundcover (selected from List 1: Plants for Consideration in 
Designed Landscapes} 

Recommendation 14: 

Remove the trees that are currently growing on the earthworks 
and m the original sight lines for the guns {west side of the bat- 
tery) 



Other Features Within Area 2 

Also within Area 2 are the following' 

■ Agroupofindustnal stnjctures located adjacent to the south 
side of Battery Dynamite, 

■ The indoor shooting range {No 1369} located just north of Bat- 
tery Dynamite, and 

■ The BachelorOfficerQuarters (BEQ}{No 1347} located atthe 
corner of Greenough Avenue and Kobbe Avenue. 

See pages 93-99 for a discussion of the character-defining, the 
current condition of the character-defining features, and the 
treatment issues at Battery Dynamite 

Recommendation 15: 

Protenzt and maintain the ch a racier-defining features, character- 
istics, and materials 



Recommendation 16: 

Repair deteriorated character-defining features and matenaEs, 
as required. Ef the level of deterioration or damage precludes 
repair, then replacement of the feature or material should be 
undertaken in keeping with the Secretary of the Interior's Reha- 
bilitation standards and guidelines 

Recommendation 17: 

Undertake a systematic program to remove ivy, mattress wire 
vine, and other invasive vegetation Replant with a compatible 
groundcover {selected from List 1: Plants for Consideration m 
Designed Landscapes). 

Recommendation 16: 

Rehabilitate Presidio forest located in this area, per VfvlP recom- 
mendations. 
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Recommendation 19: 

Consider removing any structures in the industrial area for 
which there are no compatible uses or for which rehabilitation is 
not feasible. 

Recommendation 20: 

Consider removing the indoor shooting range {bio. 1369) and 
theBEQ{f*Jo. 1347) if there are no compatible uses or if reha- 
bilitation IS not feasible. 

Recommendation 21: 

Remove the expanse of pauement on the west 5ide of the 

industrial area, and restore the original alignments of Battery 
Sflffold and Battery Dynamite roads 

Recommendation 22: 

Remove the graveled parking area that is located north of the 
indoor shooting range (No 1^69) and return this area to turf or 
another compatible groundcover Remove the graveled parking 
area located along Kobbe Avenue, south of the BEQ (No 1347) 
and return thi? area to forest. 



Recommendation 23: 

Protect and maintain the concrete gutters located along the 

side of Kobbe Avenue and Greenough Avenue. 
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AREAS 

The Residential Neighborhood 



Area 3 includes three separate groups of features 

■ The first i5 the Kobbe Avenue neighbor+ionxJ that includes: 
Kobbe Avenue and the associated officer quarters, Hitchcock 
Street and the garages for the officer quarters, Wright Loop and 
a general officer family quarters, and Wiaser Court and the Com- 
munjly Garden area 

■ The second residential neighborhood is located along Ruckman 
and Storey avenues and includes Storey Avenue and Ruckman 
Avenue, their associated quarters and garages, and Wto service 
roads ^Appleton Street and Rod Road 

■ The third group is the World War ll-era warehouse area where 
the Recycling and Salvage Center and the Native Plant Nursery 
are located 

RecDmmendBtions for each of theie groups of features is pro- 
vided be[ow. 



Kobbe Officer Quarters 

The Kobbe Officer Quarters area was one of the original 
clusters offeaturer^developed as part of the 1910 Fort Scott 
plan. Today, this area remains a distinct neighborhood and 
iti coheih/e character remains largely altered The unaltered 
arrangement of the quarters buildings, unahtered alignment of 
the roads, continued presence of the ma|orrty of the charac- 
ter-defining features, as well as the absence of the addition of 
new, non-contributing buildings or structures are alJ factors in 
the retention of this identity The similarity of the basic com- 
ponents wrthin this cluster, the repletion of features, and the 
orderly layout of circulation paths and planting beds, in addi- 
tion to contributing to the character of this neighborhood, all 
represent military planning traditions. 



Other than the addrtion of the Park Presidio viaduct at the edge 
of the neighborhood, the changes that have occurred within 
this area have been limited: 

■ The ornaments and signage have been removed from the two 
concrete pillars that flank Kobbe Avenue at its intersection v/itU 
Park Boulevard Today, only the concrete bases remain m place. 

■ Along Hitchcock Street, there have been alterations to features 
that have the potential to cumulatively alter the uniform charac- 
ter of this streetscape. 

■ The Presidio Trust has already undertaken the rehabilitation of 
the ornamental vegetation features around the quarters. The 

design of the new or replacement plantings and choice of plant 
materials ^ere undertaken in a way that is compatible with the 
historic vegetation diaractenstics of this area. 



See pages 702-103 for a list of the character-definjng features 
for the Kobbe Officer Quarters 

See pages 103-106 for a more detailed discussion on the cur- 
rent condition of the character-defining features and treatment 
issues at the Kobbe Officer Quarters 

Recommendation 1: 

Protenzt and maintain the character-defining features, character- 
istics, and materials wrthin the Kobbe Officer Quarters Area 

Recommendation 2: 

Repair deteriorated character-defining features and matenaE*, 
as required. Ef the level of deterioration or damage precludes 
repair, then replacement of the feature or material should be 

undertaken in keeping wUh the Secretary of the Interior's Reha- 
bilitation standards and guidelines 
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Recommendation 3: 

A^^eisthe condrtron of the historic concrete features (such 
as steps, walks, curbs, and gutters) and treat, as required, to 
protect and maJnEain 

Recommendation 4: 

Aiaeifl the condrtion of the WPA-era stons features and treat, 

as required, to protect and maintain. 

Recommendation 5: 

Rehabilitate the two concrete pillars that flank Kobbe Avenue 
at its InteraecTion with Park Boulevard The missing ornaments 
and signage should be replaced using information that is avail- 
able from hist oncal photographs If possible, restore cannons 
or reproductions of cannons to the pillars Reduce visual clut- 
ter by relocating signage so as not to obscure pjllarSj and by 
restoring the histonc landscape configuration of simple lawn 
panels around the pillars (see page 55 photographs ) 

Recommendation 6: 

Assess the need and carrying capacity for parking along 
Hrtchcock Street The design for any parking accommoda- 
tions should be undertaken so that the narrow vieWihed along 
Hitchcock Street, the uniform character of ita sireetscape, and 
the topography along the south side of the street are protected 
and maintained 

Recommendation 7: 

Assess the need for new pedestrian circulation paths or features 
based on the current use patterns Thedesign for any altera- 
tionsto the pedestrian circulation system or curbing hI the rear 
of the quarters fto accommodate new parking or circulation 



patterns) should be compatible with the characteristics of the 
historic system (uniform use of matenals and linear alignment of 
paths) and should be compatible with the preservation of these 
historic character sties. 

Recommendation 8: 

The Presjdio Trust has already undertaken the rehabilitation of 
the ornamental vegetation features around the quarters The 
design of the new or replacement plantings and choice of plant 
matenals uuere undertaken in a way that is compatible vuith the 
historic vegetation characten sties of this area. 

1 Replace detenorated plant materials or add new vegetation 

based on this rehabilitation planting scheme and in a manner 
that IS compatible wrth the histonc character-defining 
vegetation charanzteri sties 

2 Sefect plant materials from the Presidio Trust's List 1. Plants for 
Consideration in Designed Landscapes 

Kobbe CommunilY Garden Area 

This area may have been the location far the plant nursery that 

was established after the construction of Fort Scott (although it 
IS not labeled as such on any source reviewed for this report) It 
is clear from reviewing plans and aerial photographs that some 
sort of development occurred in this area prior to the construc- 
tion of a formal garden feature in 1933-39 by theWPA The 
aerial photographs from 194fl provide the earliest images of 
the formal garden plan of this area [Presidio Trust 1 948) and 
show a layout that generally corresponds to the features that 
are visible today. 

n ita current condition, the design for the formal garden 
features is fragmented and no longer provides an organization 



frameuuork for this area Portions of the path system are gone, 
and erosion, the loss of plant materials, and the encroachment 
of ivy, blackberry, and mattress wire vine have Impacted the 
design Some of the hardscape features [stone Walls, steps, 
ramps, and octagonal raised bed and concrete bed dividers) 
remain in place but are in poor condition and some are missing. 

See pages 107-lOB for a list of the character-defining features 
forthe Kobbe Community Garden area 

See pages 108-109 for a more detailed discussion on the cur- 
rent condition of the character-defining features and treatment 
issues in the Kobbe Community Garden area 

Recommendation 9: 

Protect and maintain the ch a racier-defining features, character- 
istics, and materials within the Community Garden area 

Recommendation 10: 

Repair deteriorated character-defining features and matenals, 
as required Ef the level of detenoration or damage precludes 
repair, then replacement of the feature or material should be 
undertaken in keeping wrth the Secretary of the Interior's Reha- 
bilrtation standards and guidelines 

Recommendation 11: 

Assess the condition of the WPA-era itone features [retaining 
waifs, steps, ramps, etc ) and treat, as required, to protect and 
maintain. 

Recommendation 12: 

Undertake a systematic program to remove ivy, blackberry, mat- 
tress wire vine, and other encroaching vegetation from the two 
terraces. 
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Recommendation 13: 

Conduct further research to determine if additional hi^oncal, 
pictorial, and/or physical documentation exists for this area that 
could guide the rehabilitation decisionE 

Recommendation 14: 

Rehabilitate the formal garden feature in the upper terrace. 
LFnIess further research uncovera additional information, uae the 

1 94fl aenal photograph as a basis forthis rehabilitation Repair 
the stone walls, steps, ramps, and octagonal-shaped water 
feature, as required. Rehabilitate the paths and the planting 
beds Rehabilitate the graded slope along the south side of the 
upper terrace Move the communrty gardens' work space from 
thewest end ofthisterrace so that the formal features may he 
extended to connecttothe parking lot 

Recommendation 15: 

Rehabilitate the lower terrace for use by the community gar- 
dens Restore the central path that provided the spatial frame- 
work for the lower terrace The community garden plots should 
be reconfigured along either side of this central path Repair 
and/or rehabilrtate, as required, the ornamental hard-scape 
feature located atthe east end ofthisterrace Restore the path 
(oriented north -to -south] that provfded a connection acroti the 
east end of the lower terrace Design a new, compatible set of 
steps to provide a connection to the playground [to the south) 
(The steps on the north side, that connecttothe upperterrace, 
are e>rtant ) 

Recommendation 16: 

Create a more defJnitive entry into the east i|de of the play- 
ground from Hitchcock Street. 



Recommendation 17: 

f*Jo pnmary source material ^as found during the preparation 
of this CLA that describes the ornamental plant species used in 
the parterre planting beds or in the other areas within the two 
leiraces If additional research does not provide thia informa- 
tion, replace deteriorated plant materials or add new vegeta- 
tion in a mannerthat is compatible with the hist one character- 
defining vegetation characteristics Select plant materials from 
the PresidiG Trust's List T Plants for Consideration in Designed 
Landscapes. 



Wright Loop 



The general officer quarters (No 7332) and Wright Loop were 
constructed after the other residential areas on the post Both 
Were built in 1943 as compensation for quarters that were 
destroyed during the construction of the Golden Gate Bridge. 
The new quarters combines elements from modern architecture 
with details from the Spanish Colonial Revival style in a way 
thatii compatible with the overall architectural character of the 
poit. This buildrng site and surrounding yard area were carved 
out of the Presidio forest, and the remaining trees define the 
edges of this area and created a sense of separation between 
it and the Kobbe Avenue quarters [to the north) and Battery 
McKinnon-Stotsenberg [to the south). This hillside location 
provides views to the north of the Bay from both the residence 
and its parking terrace. 

Most of the character-defining features remain in place, and 
changes in this area have been limited Portions of the concrete 
sfdewalks around the east end and the rear of the quarters are 
no longer in place Additionally, some vegetation is overgrown 
for its location or in poor condition For example, the vegeta- 



tion planted along the outside of the wall around the patio 
(located at the we^t end of the front facade) is overgrown and 
detracts from the horizontal line of the wall. (The low concrete 
retaining walls repeat and reinforce the honzontal lines of the 

quarters ) The boxwood hedge along the parking lot is in poor 
condition, and there are gaps in the hedge Also depending on 
the height of the hedge, the hedge has the potential to block 
views 

See pages lOE-1 10 for a list of the character-defining features 
for the Wright Loop area. 

See page 1 10 for a more detailed discussLon on the current 
condition of the character-defining features and treatment is- 
sues in theWright Loop area 

Recommendation 18: 

Conduct further research to determine if additional historical, 
pictorial, and/or physical documentation exists for this area that 
can guide treatment 

Recommendation 19: 

Protect and maintain the character-defining features, character- 
istics, and materials within the Wright Loop area 

Recommendation 20: 

Repair detenorated character-defining features and materials, 
as required If the level of deterioration or damage precludes 
repair, then replacement of the feature or matenal should be 
undertaken. 

Recommendation 21: 

Assess the condition of the historic concrete features [such as 
retaining walls, walks, steps, curbs, etc ) and treat, as required, 
to protect and maintain. 
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Recommendation 22: 

Design new, compatible circulation paths around the east end 
and the rear of the residence that vjill define tirculatitrn path? 
and the location of foundation beds. 

Recommendation 23: 

Rehabilitate the planting beds and vegetation features araund 
the quarterE and the parking terrace. Replace deteriorated 
plant matenals or add new vegetation features in a manner 
that 15 compatible with the historic vegetation characteristics. 
Select plant materials from the Presidio Trust's List 1 Plants for 
Consideration in Designed Landscapes. Revjew the Presidio 
Trust's rehabilitation plans lor the Kobbe Avenue quarters for 
applicability to this area. 

Euckman and Storey 
Neighborhood 

The noncommissioned officer quarters area (the Ruckman 
and Storey neighborhood) was one of the original dusters of 
features [along with the Parade Ground and Kobbe Officer 
Quarters) that were developed as part of the 19T0FDttScotl 
plan Today, this neighborhood located along Ruckman and 
Storey avenues retains rts cohesive charanzter and is still identifi- 
able as distinct from the Parade Ground and the Kobbe Avenue 
areas The unaltered arrangement of the quarters buildings, the 
unaltered alignment of the roads, the continued presence of 
the majority of the character-defining features are all factors in 
the retention of this identity The similarity of the basic com- 
ponents within this cluster, the repletion of features, and the 
orderly layout of circulation paths and planting beds, in addi- 
tion to contributing to the character of this neighborhood, all 
represent military planning traditions. 



The major changes have been I) the construction of Doyle 
Drive and the Park Presidio (in the 19^0s), 2) the addition of the 
wai-ehouse area (in 1941) along the edges this area^ end 3) the 
removal of most of the surrounding forested area {as a result of 

the addition of these features) Trees were used at Fort Scott 
to define the edges of groupings of buildings and to separate 
different land uses Today, Doyle Dnve, Park Presidio, and the 
warehouses definethe edges of this area rather than stands 
of trees, and there is no clear distinction between the hous- 
ing area (along Ruckman and Storey avenues) and the utilitar- 
ian warehouse area. Although these actions were undertaken 
during the Presidio NHLD's period of significBnce, the addition 
of these road structures and warehouse and the loss of tree^i 
altered the onginal design for Fort Scott The remaining stands 
of trees along Rod Road and at the east end of Storey Avenue 
rtill provide a limited sense of the original feejing of endosure 
and seclusion. 

More recently, the vegetated area at the west end of a garage 
{No 1245) along the south side of Appleton Road has been 
converted to a parking area. The addition of this parking area 
also contributes to the lack of separation between tvuo the 
different [and uses (housing and utilitarian/service] along Apple- 
ton Road 

See pages 111-1 \3 for a list of the character-defining features 
forthe Ruckman and Storey neighborhood. 

See page 1 14 for a more detailed discussion on the current 
condrtion of the character-defining features and treatment is- 
sues m the Ruckman and Storey neighborhood 
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Recommendation 24: 

Protect and maintarn the character-defining features, character- 
istics, and materials within the Rucknian and Storey neighbor- 
haod 

Recommendation 25: 

Repair deteriorated character-defining features and materials, 
as requjfed. If the level of deterioration or damage predudes 
repair, then replacement of the feature or matenal should be 
undertaken in keeping with the Secretary of the (ntenor's Reha- 
bilitation standards and guidelines 

Recommendation 26: 

Asaes^ the candrtion of the historic concrete features [such as 
retaining ^alk, steps, walks, curbs, and gutters) and treat, as 
required, to protect and maintain. 

Recommendation 27: 

Assess the condition of the WPA-era stone features (stone curbs 
at the eaol end of Applelon Avenue) and treat, as required, to 
protect and nnamtam 

Recommendation 28: 

Assess the condition of the portions of the Presidio forest 
located at the north and east edges of this area and protect, 
FYiaintain, or rehabilitate based on the recommendations m the 
VMP. 



Recommendation 29: 

The Presidio Trust has already undertaken the rehabilitation of 
the ornamental vegetation features around the residences The 
design of the new or replacement plantings and choice of plant 
materials were undertaken in a way that is compatible with the 
historic vegetation characteristics of this area 

1 Replace deteriorated plant materials or add new vegetation 
based on this rehabilitation planting scheme and in a manner 
that IS compatible with the historic character-defining 
vegetation characteristics 

2 Select plant materials from the Presidio Trust'a List V Planta for 
Consideration in Designed Landscapes 

Recommendation 30: 

Remove the pavement and re-establish a planting bed on the 
west side of No 1245 Remove the pavement and re-establish 
a planting bed on thewest side of No. 1246^ this Would hefp to 
re-define the entrance into the wsrehouse area 

Recommendation 31: 

Develop a planting plan that re-establishes a vegetative buf- 
fer along the along the south side of Appleton Road that wl[l 
create a clearer visual separation between the housing area 
along Ruckman and Storey Avenues and the warehouse area. 
Selected vegetation from the Presidio Trust's List 1 Plants for 
Consideration in Designed Landscapes. Locations for this new 
vegetation feature should include I) the west side of No 1245^ 
2)the east side of No 1245" 3) the west side of No 1246-4) 
the area between No 1247 and No 1248, and 5) the area 
between No 3248 and No 1250 



Warehouse Area 

The duster of warehouses (Nos. 1241, 1242, 1243, and T244) 
that IS located south of the Appleton Street vjas buiFt in 1941 
During the initial construction phase at Fori Scott, in the 1 910s, 
this sloping hillside was left forested. Trees were removed 
and the hillside was graded into a series of three terraces [that 
descend in elevation from west to east} to create level building 
SEtes for these World War II warehouses and to accommodate 
a new internal road system Today, the four rectangjiar Wara- 
houses remain in place, and the identity as a utilitarian service 
area and the key character-defining features remain in place. 

As noted in the previous section's recommendations for the 
Ruckman and Storey neighborhood, there has been a loss of 
the visual boundary and the separation between the residential 
neighborhood to the north and this service area as a reiult of 
the removal of the trees from the Warehouse area in 1941. 

See pages 1 14-1 1 5 for a list of the character-defining features 
for the Warehouse Area, 

See page 1 15 for a more detailed discussion on the current 
condition of the character-defining features and treatment is- 
sues in the Warehouse Area 

Recommendation 32: 

Protect and maintain the character-defining features, character- 
istics, and materials within the Warehouse Area. 

Recommendation 33: 

Repair detenorated character-defining features and materials, 
as required. If the level of deterioration or damage precludes 
repair, then replacement of the feature or matenal should be 
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AREA 4 

The Community Center 



undertaken in keeping with the Secretary of the Interior'^ Reha- 
bilrt^jon standards and guidelines. 

Recommendation 34: 

Qn.^ DrCICTOnflV Creek Assess the condition of the hntoic concrete features fiuch a^ 

retaining vjalls, 5tep5, curbs, and gutters) and treat, as requLred, 
to protect and maintain. 

Recommendation 35: 

Maintain and protect the vegetation buffer along Upton 
Avenue that Eeparstes the Warehouse Area from the Parade 
Ground 

Recommendation 36: 

The presence of the Native Plants Nuraeiy i^ a non-contribut- 
ing but compatible land use in this area. Forthe foreseeable 
future, the nursery will remain attheWorld War II Warehouse 
area In order to protect hist one character-defining features, the 
following [imitations should be observed: 

1 The nurseiy should be accommodated within the historic 

character-defining spatial organization, topography, and 
circulation. For example, new structures [such as lath houses} 
should be lacation within the existing open areas surrounding 
the warehouses 

2 Any alterations or new stnjctures related to the nursery should 
be compatible with the preservation of the character-defining 
features and characteristics 

3 Any alterations or new structures related to the nurseiy should 

be reversible 5 they should be undertaken in a manner that, if 
removed in the future, the histonc character-defining features 
and charactenstics would be unimpaired 



Area 4 includes two separate groups of feature!^ 

■ The Dragonfly Creek ravine and recreation area [Community 
Center) located east of Uprton Avenue and 

■ The Commanding Officer Quarters, [ocated west of Upton Av- 
enue, which overlooks the ravine and the Cammunrty Center 

Recommendations for both of these groups of features is pro- 
vrded below. 



Dragonlly Creek and the 
Community Center 

Today, the character-defining features for this area remain in 
place, howe^^er, much of the area [slopes, ripanan corridor 
along Dragonfly Creek, and the beds alongside the formal 
pathi} IS now overgrown with ivy, blackberry, mattress wire vine, 
and other vegetation This vegetation also obscures the topog- 
raphy (slopes and terraces) of the area, and overall, the land- 
scape surrounding the clubhouse and tennis courts is less open 
than during the period of significance. Some of the stonework 
and concrete sidewalks and steps are in poor condition due to 
weathering and/or poor repairs. The bandstand is no longer 
extant, and the only remaining evidence of this structure is the 
level area located east of the tennis courts. An asphalt-paved 
court and some type of wood practice-board (n on -contributing 
features to the Presidio NHLD) have been added to this level 
area This area appears to be unused and may providethe op- 
portunity for the addition of compatible recreational land uses 
or structures 

See pages 1 16-119 for a list of the character-defining features 
for Dragonfly Creek and the Community Center area. 
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See page 720 for a more detailed discussion on the current 
condition of the character-defining features and treatment is- 
sues for Dragonfly Creek and the Community Center area. 

Recommendation 1: 

Protect and maintain the character-defining features, character- 
istics, and materrals within the Dragonfly Creak, and Commiinity 
Center area. 

Recommendation 2: 

Repair deteriorated character-defining features and matenaEs, 

as required If the level of detenoration or damage precludes 
repair, then replacement of the feature or material should be 
undertaken in keeping with the Secretary of the Interior's Reha- 
bilrtation standards and giiidel[nes 

Recommendation 3: 

Assessthe condition of the pedestnan circulation features 
{concrete walks and steps, stone curbs and walls, and brick 
paving} Undertake measi^res to protect, maintain, and repair, 

as required 

Recommendation 4: 

Assess the condition of the trees. Based on the arbonst's as- 
sessment, undertake measures to protect and maintain signifi- 
cant trees Replace significant trees that must be replaced due 
to age or condrtion. Base this rehabilitation program on the 
recommendations in the VM P. 

Recommendation 5: 

Undertake a systematic program to remove ivy, blackberry, 

mattress wire vine, and other encroaching vegetation from the 
slopes and from the beds alongside the formal paths 



Recommendation 6: 

Dragonfly Creek is identrfjed in the FTM Pasaripanan resourc- 
es restoration site The Presidio Trust is currently removing 
trees and other vegetation along the stream corndor as part of 
this restoration, and this project will Teauh in the removal of the 
overgrown vegetation in this portion of the site As part of this 
program 

1 Protect the cultural resources within this stream corridor res- 
toration, including the two palm trees The stone footbridge, 
raised walkway, and !;t one walls defining the planting beds. 

2 Restore the view from the commanding officer quarters along 
the stream corridor 

Recommendation 7: 

Develop planting guidelines to re-establish a landscape on the 
slopes and around the formal paths that emphasizes an open 
understory wrth the ground plane planted with low-growmg 
vegetation Select plant materials from the Presidio Trust's 
List 1 Plants for Consideration in Designed Landscapes The 
vegetation and character in the ornamental landscape should 
be distinct from that of the natural resources area along the 
Dragonfly Creek stream corridor 

Recommendation 8: 

Conduct further research to determine if additional historical, 
pictonal, and/or physical documentation exists for this area that 
could guide treatment decisions {For example, the date when 
the brick paving was added to the area around the clubhouiie 
Or^the only known image of the non-e>rtant bandstand is a par- 
tial view in a ca 1 920s photograph, and at present there is not 
enough information to guide a reconstru<:tion of thrs structure, 
if one were desired ) 



Recommendation 9 

Determine if there is a need for the handball court If there is, 
then undertake repairs, as necessary If not, remove the court 
and consider using this area for the addition of new compatible 
recreational land uses or structures 

Commanding Officer Quarters 

The general location of the commanding officer quarters [No 
1337} on Upton Avenue was part of the 1910 plan forthe 
post, but this residence was not constructed until 1915 The 
building's classically-derived architectural elements and detail- 
ing, red brick exterior, and red-colored hip roof are similar in 
appearance to the row of officer quarters along Kobbe Avenue. 
However, the location of this building, within a clearly defined 
and separate parcel of land, separated it from the officer quar- 
ters and represented the hierarchy of housing that was typical 
on Army posts Overall, this area retains its historic character 
However, there are treatment issues related to the character- 
defining features. 

Fewer trees remain in the areas to the north and south of the 

residence, these two stands no longer have the clearly defined 
presence that originally framed either side of the commanding 

officer quarters 

The ornamental planting beds around the residence and along 
the sides of the yard appearto have been added or planted 
after the end of the Presidio NHLD period of significance, and 
curvilinear planting beds have been added outside of the nar- 
row linear bed area around the foundation of the building. 

n someplacesthe concrete forthe sidewalks is damaged due 
to settling or upheaval. 
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Additionally, the northeast comer of the site, ^rth the circular 
concrete sidewalk feature and palm, does not appear to be 
maintained. 

See pages 120-121 fora list of the character-defining features 

for the Commanding Officer Quarters area 

See page 121 for a more detailed discussion on the current 
condition of the character-defining features and treatment is- 
sues for the Commanding Officer Quarters area 

Recommendation 8: 

Prntect and maintain the character-defining features, character- 
istics, and materials within the Commanding Officer Quartern 
area. 

Recommendation 9: 

Repair detenorated character-defining features and materials, 
as required. If the level of deterioration or damage precludes 
repair, then reploEisment of the feature or material should be 

undertaken in keeping with the Secretary of the Interior'i Reha- 
bilitation standards and guidelines 

Recommendation 10: 

Assess the condition of the historic concrete features [i e. con- 
crete walks, steps, curbs, and gutters) Undertake measures to 
protect, maintain, and repair, as required. 

Recommendation 11: 

Assess the condition of the WPA-era stone work (i e pillars on 
either side of the driveway, curbs, And walls) Undertake mea- 
sures to protect, maintain, and repair, as required. 



Recommendation 12: 

Assess the condition of the trees Based on the arborist's as- 
sessment, undertake measures lo protect and maintain signifi- 
cant trees. Replace significant trees that must be replaced due 
to age or condition Base this rehabilitation program on the 

recommendations in the VMP 

Recommendation 13: 

Rehabilitate the planting beds and ornamental vegetation 
features Replace detenorated plant matenals or add new 
vegetation features in a manner that is compatible with the 
histonc vegetation charactenstics Select plant materials from 
the Presidio Trust's List 1 Plants for Consideration in Designed 
Landscapes. Review the Presidio Trust's rehabilitation plans for 
the Kobbe Avenue quarters for applicability to this area 

Recommendation 14: 

Rehabilitate the circulation feature at the northeast corner of 
the site (the circular concrete sidewaJk and the fan palm} 



Treatment Recommendations 147 



bibliography 



Architectural Resources Group 

1995 Gu'dehnec (or RehabHttating 3u\ld\ng5 at die Pres/d'o of San Francisco Prepared for Presidio Project Office, Golden 
Gate National Recreation Area, Denver Service Center, National Park Service 

Burnham, D.H. 

1905 Flan of the Preiid^o of San Francrico, Ca//fornia Treatment Suggested by Mr D H Burnham. Architect Designed in 
connection Mith the plans lor the beautificat/an of San Fr3nc\sco T 905 From "Report of Major Harts Plate 1." 

The California State Military Museum 

2006a Historic Qahfofnia Poits, Fort Winfiefd Scott Battenen Howe and Arthur Wagner. Crted 20 January 2006 Available 
online al http //mmm mitrtary museum org/BtyHoweWagnerhtml 

2Q06b Hjitoric CaHfornia Posts, FortWinfietd Scott Battery Saffald. Cited 20 January 2006. Available online at http:// 
wi//w.mjjitarymuaeum org/BtySaffold html 

Corff, Barbara 

2006 Research on the Community Garden Area ^auth □Ff-Trtc^cocfc Stj"eet, Fort Scott 

Cutler, Phoebe 

19H5 rfia Public Landscape of the Nen Deal New Haven, CT and London^ The Yale University Press 

Dames & Moofe. 

1995 FmaJ Draft, WetJand and R^pa^ian Corjrdof ReatoratJoji FeasjrbiJjty Study, Prefiid/o of San FranciLco, National Park 
Service Submitted to Presidio of San Francisco, National Part Service, Augu^ 1995. 

Font, Pedro 

1 775-76 "Expanded Diary of Pedro Font" based on Herbert E Bolton's English translation of the diary in Anzat California 

Ejipedrtron!;, Volume IV. ^V3^ Cited on 10 March 2U06 and available online at Web deAnia at http7/anza uoregon.edu/ 
fontex.html. 



Bibliography 149 



Gebhard, David, Erfc Sandweiss, and Robert Winter 

i973|l995] The Gu/de To Arch\tectufe In San Francisco And Norti^ern California. Salt Lake City. Gibhs M. Smith, Inc , 
Peregrine Smith Books Revned 19H5. 

Goddard, George H. 

IdGH B\rd^eye Vievu of San Francisco and Surrounding County San Franciaco Snow & May. Cited 21 February 2006 at David 
Rumsey Map Coll enzt ion Available online at httpi/Zwuvw davidrumsey com/. 

Goodwin, R. Christopher, Project Director, et al. 

J995 N3t\onBi H 'Stone Context for Department of Defense installatons. W90-1 940, Volumes [-IV, August 1995 Prepared by 
R. Christopher Goodwin and Aasociatea, Inc Prepared for U.S Army Corps of Engineera, Baltimore District. 

Groenendaal, Gayle M. 

1983 "Part T Historic of Eucalypti in Calif ornia^ Eucalyptus Helped Solve a Timber Problem 195^-1880," in Pmceedings 
of a Workshop on EucaJyp tus in Ca^forn^a, June ? 4-? 6, i 8B3, Sacramento, Caltforn/a Unrted States Department of 
Agnculture, Forest Service, Pacific Sou thi^est Forest and Range Experiment Station, General Technical Report PSW-69 
Copy available at the Helen Crocker Russell Library of Horticulture, Strybing Arboretum 

Hall, William Hammond 

1371 Survey of Fo^f Po/nt and Vicinity, Map Shoyjmg the M\lit3ry Recervattan of the Presidio of San Francisco California, 

Surveyeo' andDratvn Under tfie Drj"eclion of tfie Board of Engineers for the Pacihc Coast hy Wm fTajnmond Ha/J, Top. 
Engr 

Hart, John 

1996 "The Rock Garden The Curious Greening of Alcatraz" in Gardens ofAicatraz San Francnco Golden Gate National 
Parks Association. 

Harts, William W. 

]906[l907] Map of the Presidio of San Francisco, Cal'farn'a Showing its Present Condition. Surveyed under the direction 

f Major Wm W Harts, Corps of Engineers, U.S A by a detachment of Engineer Troops Commanded by Lieut A B 
Barber, Corps of Engmeers October 1906. February 1907 From "Report of Major Harts Plate 1 " 

1907 Map of the Presrdio of San Francisco, CaJrfoj"nia Shoi^ing The Proposed Ne\f^ Aj^rangement of barracilis, officers 

quartera, new butidings, roads, gardens, and forestat/on As planned by Major Wm W Harts, Corps of Enginee/"s, U S.A 
"To provide for a Coast Artillery Garrison of twenty companies, and a provisional brigade of all arms with the necessary 
water supply, sewerage, and other necessary features Ground plan of buildings not shown srtes only represented For a 
!ul[ description see major Harts report dated April, 19D7." From "Report of Major Harts Plate 3." 

Humphreys, James H,, C.E. 

ca. 1896 "Presidio of San Francisco ca 1896 From Map Surveyed By Jas. H Humphreys, C E " From the "Thompson HSR colL F 
V^;' intheGGNRA Archives 



150 Fort Scott: A Cultural Landscape Assessment 



Humphreys, William P. S Co. 

1S76 Atlas of the cjty ad county ofSsn Ftancisco irom actual surveys and oflJcraJ records Plat 51 San Francisco William 
P. Humphreys & Cn. Cited 24 February 20D6 Available online at the David Rumsey Map CoJ[ection at http // 
www davidrLini3ey.com. 

Jones S Stokes 

1994 Admm'&trativs Draft, Pren/dto oi San Francisco, Foreit Management Piant f 995 Prepared for Golden Gate National 
Recreation Area, National Park Service Prepared by Jonea 6 Stoke3 A^^ociatea, Sacramento November 1 W4 

Jones, W,A, Major 

1883 PJaji For The Cultivation Of Trees Upon The Presidio Reservation Prepared by Major W A Jone^, Engineer Office, 
Headquarters Department of California, Presidio of San Francisco 26 March 18H3 Copy from Appendix E,Jone5 & 
Stokes, Admm/strative Draft, Pre^/dto of San Francrsco, Foreit Management Piant, IVV4. 

Langellier, John Phillip and Daniel B. Rosen. 

1996 Et Pres\dio De San Francrsco, A History Under Spa\n and Mexico, S776-1B46. Spokane: Arthur H Clark Co. 

LoechI, Suzanne Keith, Samuel A. Batzli, and Susan I. Enscore 

2007 Gurdefines for Docomentrng and EvaJuat^ng Historic Military Landscapes. An integrated Landscape Approach An 

Army Environmental Center (AEC) Technical Guideline Prepared by U S Army Corps of Engineers Research laboratory 
{USACERL). Cited on 20 August 2007 and available online at the Army Environmental Center ^vebaite http:// 
aec army.mil/uaflec/cuttural/milland.pdf. 

Martini, John 

2006 Email communicotion with Denrse Bradley concerning the design □! Batteries Houve-Wagner and SsJfold 8 March 2006 

Martensen, Phoebe Cutler 

1979 "How the WPA Transformed San Francisco" in Landscape Architectuj-e, Volume 69 (1979), Number 1, pp. 74-77 

National Park Service 

1993 Presidio of San Francisco Nat\onal Histonc Landmark D^slrict Update Form. Submitted October 1992, signed by the 
Keeper of the NRHP, October 1993. 

19V5 The Secretary of the Interiari Rehahilitation Standards Bi tllustrated Guidelines far Rehabititating Historic Buildings. 
Cited on 15June 2007 and available online at: htlp://www. np3.gov/history/hp9/lps/tax/fhb/index.ht1n 

1996 Tfie Secretary of tfie fn terror^ Standards for the Treatment of Historic Properties vuith Guidelines for the Tj^eatment of 
Culturai Landscapes Prepared by Chades A. Birnbaum and Christine Capella Peters. Washington, D.C.. NPS Crtedori 
15 June 2007 and available online at: hitp //www nps gDv/history/hps/hli/landscape_guidelines/indej' htm 

1999 SeacoacI Fortifications Preservation Manual Prepared by Joe C. Freeman, el al , and KEA Environmental. San Francisco. 
July 1999. 

1999a NatronaJ Regrcter Bulletin 30: Guide!\nes for Evaluatng and Documenting Rurai Historic Landscapes Cited 20 January 
?006 Available online at: http //wi^w.crnps gDv/nr/publications/bulletins/nrb30/ 



Bibliography 151 



National Park Service fcont.) 

2002 National Register Bulietin f 5. Gu^defrnes -for Apply\ng National Reg\ster Cntena for Eyaiuat/an. Cited on 20 January 
2005. Avarlabje online ot httpj//wwW.cr.npa.gav/nr/public:at[on5/bulletJna/nrbl5/ 

2006fl A History af Military Architecture At The Presidio. Cited 21 Fehruaiy 2006 Available online at http://www nps.gov/pr^f/ 
p raf p h ot/a rch rt ec/arch ist T , htm 

200Gb American Third System Period 1G54-I830 Cried 27 February 2006 Available online at^ http l/'fj'fjvj npt gov/pr^f/coagt_ 
cl sf e n ;; e /t h( rd _sy ^t em / 

2006c Battery Dynamite. Cited 2t February 2006 Available nnline at http J/vjvjvj nps gov/pr5f/cofl5t_defen»e/harbor_defense_ 
sf'fort_^cott/dynflmite/dvnamite_aldpic him 

2006d Battery Howe-Wagner 1B95-1920 Crted 21 February 2006. Available nnJine at: http,//uuuuiiu npg gov/pr3f/t:oa?t_defenae/ 
haTbDr_defen*e_5f/fort_*cott/howe_Wagner/indeX htm 

2006e Battery Saffold 1895-7943 Cited 21 February 2006. Available online at: http //vjvjw np&.gov/pr5f/toast_defHn5e/harbDr_ 

dsfen!;e_^f/fort_scoit/[iaffold/inde' him 

2006f Eaal and Wegt Batteries. Cited 27 February 2006 Available online at http://wwW.npa.gov/pr5f/cofl9t_defen5e/lf11rd_ 

=..V!;tem/-Drr_poini/e'^/bfltery htm 

20U6g Fort Point 1S46-1B76. Cited 21 February 2006. Available online at htip://www np5.gov/pr9t/coa5t_defen5e/th1rd_ system/ 
fort_point/ftpoint htm 

2006h Fort Winfjeld Scott. Cited 27 February 2006 Available online at^ hitp://www.np!.gov/pr5f/coa5t_defen!je/haTbor_ 
d ef e n se_5f/f o rt_»t:ott/ 

2006i Seacoaat Defense — Fortress San Francisco Crted 21 February 2006. AvaHable online at: http //www crnp^ gov/nr/travol/ 

■rt'i^Nbaysrea/iieacoa^lcIefenije htm 

2006J FoTt Point Lighthouse Crted 27 February 2006 Available online at: http //www.np^i gov/fopo/exhibrts/lighthouie/ 
liie him 

2O07fl The Secretary of the Jnten'ori Standards tor the Treatment of Histaric Properties. Cited on 1 5 June 2007 and available 

online at: http //uvwvu npg gov/hps/tp5/5tandards_guidelineg htm 

2007b hHlstoric Preaervation Treatments. Toward a Common Language. Prepared by Kay D. Weeks. Cited on 15 June 2007 and 

available onhne: http //www.npi gDv/hp5/tp!j/common_language_article htm 

National Park Service [NPS} and Land and Community Associates (LCA). 

1993 Presidio oi San Ffanc\sco^ Cuitural Landscape Report, wor^-rn-prDgj"ess, phase one pnanty arees iVTam Pozt, Glen Gate/ 
Fort Pomt, Fort Scolt, f.ettej"man Complex, Cnssy Field Prepared by Land and Community Associates, et al for United 
States Department of Interior, National Park Service, Denver Service Center. 



152 Fort Scott: A Cultural Landscape Assessment 



Presidio of San Fraficisco 

1927 Aenai Photographic Mo^a/c of the PfS!iid\o of San Francisco, Californra. Photo and Annembly by ? 5"' Photo Section, Air 
Corpn. Cnssy Field, Presrdio of San Francjico, Caiifofnia. 7 September 1927. 

1936 Aerial Photograph. Flown 13 November 19J6. CGllectltm olthe Presidio Trust. 

I93S Aerial Photograph. Flown 21 March 1938 Collection of the Preaidlo Trust. 

I94S Aerial Photograph. Flown 28 July 1948. Collection of the Prealdio Truat. 

1985 [Map of] Parfcrng and Traffic Access Fort Scott Area August lVa5. 

Presidio of San Francisco, Headquarters 9'^ Corps Area 

1934 |Map afi Pres/d'o of San Francrsco and Fort W\nfield Scott, California "Prepared From A Survey Map Madein 1907 By 
A Detachment Of Engineer Troops, From Surveys Made By The Engr. Dept In 1914 And Later And From Other Available 

Data, July 1934.'" 

Presidio of San Francisco, Office of the Quartermaster 

1922 Map of the Presrdio of San Francisco Cafifornra Prepared and Brought up to date in the oftce of the Quarlermaiter, 
Preafdfo of San Francfsco, CaJrfornra. January 1922. 

Presidio of San Francisco, Post Engineer Office 

1947 |Map of] Presidio, Sarr FrHnci'scc, California 31 January 1947. 
1951 |Map of] Presidio of San Francisco, California 15 May 1951 

Presidio Trust 

2001 Pre^tdio of Sen Francisco, Vegetation Management Plan and Enwrorrmenta/ AsaesGment December 2001 . 

2002 Presidio Trust Management Plan Land Use PoUcies for Area B of the Presrdio of San Francisco (PTMP]. 
2004 Presrdio Open space Update for 2004. 

2006 Presidio Truat Website Cited on 23 February 2006. Available online at http://www presidio gov/- 

No datePuctman & Storey. Cultural Landscape Report prepared by Michael Lamb, Presidio Trust, 

No date "Sidei^alks at the Presidio Transition betv^een Public and Pnvate Space, Draft." Cultural Landscape Report prepared by 
Michael Lamb, Presidio Trust 

Ravey, Benjamin 

1997 "Presidio Garden Resource Report " Prepared by Benjamin Ravey, Student Intern, San Francisco State Unmersrty 
Submrtted to Peetz Brouillette, Golden Gate National Recreation Area. Photocopy from the Presidio Trust. 

Rickon, Frederick J.H. 

1903 Map of Military Re^ervatron of the Pres'd\o of San Francisco, CaJifornra. Prepared from Official data in the office of Chief 
Quartermaster Dept of California, Fred. J.H. Ridton, C.E. 



Bibliography 153 



Shinn, Charles H. 

187B Pacific ftural Handbook. San Franciaco Charles H. Shinn. 

Streatfield, David. 

I976a "TheEuolutJonoflhe Southern CalrfDrnjg Landscape, \. Settling into ArcadiQ," Landscape Arch ftecEure, Jan uaiy 1976: 

39.42,44-46,78. 

I976b "The Euolutinn of ihe Soirthern Cfllrfomia Landscape, 2. Arcadia Compromised," Landscape Afch'tecture, March 1976: 
117-126, 170. 

Thompson, Erwin N. 

1979 The Hock: A History of AlcaXraz Island. lB47-i972. Histonc Resource Study, Golden Gate NatronaJ Recj-eat^on Area, 
Caliiarnia Denver, CO Denver Service Center, Historic Preservation Division, National Park Service 

1997 Draft Version, Defender af the Gate- The Presidio of San Francjaco, A Histoiy irosn ?S'|6 to I 995 Denver Natinnal 
Parks Service, Denver Service Center Julj^ 1997 

Thompson, Erwin N. and Sally B. Woodbridge 

1991 Prss\dio of San Francisco An Outiine ofOs Evolution ac a U S Army Post. TB47-f 990 Prepared for the National Park 

Servi ce 

(U.S. Army) 

cfl. iy7U Presidio of San Francisco 1670. From Historic PSF Maps Drawer 3Sl, Fnlder Historic Base Maps From 1996 Thompaon 

Report 

1905 Map of tfis Pres\d\a of San Franc/sco, Cahforma Figure 4-26 in NPS and LCA et aL, Pre^/dio of San Francisco, Cultural 
Landscape Rsport, i/vork-\n-progress, phace one priority areas Main Post, Glen Gate/Fort Pomt, Fort Scott, Lettermaji 
CampIeK, Cri^sy F^eJd, 1993 

1909 Map of the Worth West Portion of the PresfdJo afSan Francisco Traced from Plates 5 and 7 of Sectional Maps Prepared 
by Major W W Hart^ . October ? 90S Showmg Location of Fort WinSieid Scott, Cal. As Approved by Secretary ofWar^ 
April 16^ 3909 

191 Map of the Worth West Portion of the Presidio of San Francisco Traced from Plates 5 and 7 of Sectional Maps Prepared 
by Major WW Hartu October ? 90B Showmg Proposed Location of Buildmgc at Fort W\nfield Scott, Calif arn/a. 
Approved by Secretary of War, January 6^' 1 910 

1917[19191 [Map of] Ft Wr n ft eJJ Scott, CaJ , Centraf Part, Lrght?ng System Revised Febmaiy 1919 

I9l8 |Map of] Fort Winfield ScotI and Presidio of San Francisco, California August 191 8. 

ca. early 1920a [Map of Fort Winl^eld Scott]. 

192B Map of the PresrdJo of San Francisco, California. September I 92B. 

U.S. Army, Office of Constructing Quartermaster 

1911 Fort Winfield Scott, Cal Approved. January 1911 

154 Fort Scott: A Cultural Landscape Assessment 



L/.S. Engrneer Office, San Francisco, Calff. 

I942|1943] [Map of} Fort Wmf/sid Scott and PreiidJt? of San Francisco. Approved 1942 with revrsiana frarn 3 August 1943. 

U.S. Army, Quartermaster General's Office 

1909 Ft. Winl^eld Scott, Calffornia. September 1909. 

U3 CciastSui-pey 

1859 Entrance to Sa^ Franc/sca Bay From 3 Triaganametrical Survey iinderthe direction of A D Bache Superintendent ofthe 
Survey Of The Coast Of The Un/ted States Washington U S Coast Survey Ciled 24 FebruHry 2006. Available nnline al 
the David Rumsey Map Collection at http //wwy<i davidrumaey com 

1369 San Fj"ancjico Peninsu/a. Waahingtan: U.S Coast Survey Crted 24 February 2006 Available online althe David Rumaey 

Map Collection at http //•ntujuu davidrumgey.conn 

Wheeler, Lieutenant George. M. 

1370 Military Reservatron Maps PresrdJo Map ^f□. J- Map of tJie Mr/Jta;y Refiervat/on at the PresidJo of San Francisco, 

California Or\ginaliy set aside by order of the President November 6, TS5D And modified December 3? , Jfl5T in 
add't'on thereto eMterfdmg a;; far as Deep Water. Corps of Engmeers. ? 370. San Francisco. Bntton 8: Pey. 

Wofford, Chuck 

3007 Information on Battery Dynamrte, Battery Howe-Wagner, and Battery SafFold Ciled on 12 August 2007 and available 
online at the California Military Museum website httpiZ/vtHAiv^ militaiymuseum org 

Works Progress Administration 

I93S Report an Progress of the Works Program in San Francfsco (San Francisco) Works Progress Administration. January 

1933 Prepared by William Mooter, Jr, Branch Manager. Copy in San Francisco Public Library (Call No 917 9461 Un 33r) 

Works Progress Administration 

l9iB-40 Microfilm of the records for the Works Progress Administration projects at Fort WinJield Scott Obtained from the 

Presidio Trust. 



Bibliography 155 



156 Fort Scott: A Cultural Landscape Assessment 



credits 



SMWM 

Andrew Wolfram, Project Director 

David Schellinger, Graphic Design 

CMG 

Willett Moss, Principal-'hn-Charge 

Denise Bradley, Landscape Historian 
Denise Bradley 

Presidio Trust 

Chandler McCoy, Project Manager 

Ric Borjes 

Michael Lamb 

Historic Photographs and Maps 
National Parks Service, 
Golden Gate National Recreation Area 
Park Archives and Records Center 

Presidio Trust Library 



credits 157 



